
Conscription

Total Troops
(in millions)

British Empire 9.5

France 8.2

Russia 13

Italy 5.6

United States 3.8

Other Allies* 2.6

Total Allied Forces 40.7
Germany 13.25

Austria-Hungary 9

Bulgaria, Turkey 2.85

Total Central Powers 25.10



Nationalism and Propaganda 
• In order to supply to front lines with enough 

soldiers, governments used conscription, a 
military draft that required men to fight

–Governments had to draft soldiers because 
there were not enough troops

–Men 18-50 had to register and there was          
a lottery for soldiers that would have to 
report for duty









Nationalism and Propaganda 
• During World War I and World War II, nations 

used one-sided information maintain civilian 
support for the war

–Propaganda posters & slogans asked that 
civilians “do their part”

–Used political ideologies to motivate 
soldiers and citizens
• US vs Them mentality 

–In addition, most governments censored 
the media to control war information 













Rationing 



Nationalism and Propaganda 
• Throughout the war, resources became scarce 

so governments began using rationing 
–Rationing programs=citizens only use small 

amounts of essential resources, like food & 
fuel

–Governments directed supplies & resources 
to the soldiers on the front and controlled 
prices of goods at home

–Civilians needed tickets to be able to buy 
goods; Many people grew victory gardens 
to support rationing programs







Role of Women



Economic Control 
• To produce necessary war equipment, 

governments took greater control of the 
economy
• Converted factories to wartime production, & 

set production quotas 

• All available citizens were put to work; 
Unemployment in W. Europe and the US 
nearly ended  

• Neutral countries like the USA were able to 
profit by trading with countries at war



Economic Control 
• Women’s roles changed during World War I 

and World War II
–During the war, women replaced men in 

heavy industry & munitions factories

–This type of work was not seen as “proper” 
for women, but was a temporary solution to 
ensure that enough weapons were made

–In addition, women served as nurses, 
drivers, clerks for the military







http://www.lookandlearn.com/if?img=32&search=First%20World%20War&cat=&bool=phrase




Financing the War 



Economic Control 

• Fighting in WWI & WWII required 
governments to raise billions of dollars
–New government agencies created to 

manage the war, soldiers were drafted, & 
military contracts were made with factories 

–These programs were expensive & required 
creative ways to pay for war expenses  

–Governments sold war bonds
• Citizens investments that would be paid back 

at a later time







New Technologies and Techniques

• World War I and World War II were both 
heavily influenced technology

• Technological advancement lead to higher 
causalities in both wars of soldiers and citizens

• Machine gas, tanks, airplanes, and improved 
naval ships



New Technologies and Techniques

• Examples of 
massive 
civilian 
causalities in 
WWII:

• Firebombing of 
Dresden in 
1945



• 90% of city destroyed and over 
25,000 civilians were killed 



• Japanese 
invasion and 
destruction 
of Nanjing 
(Nanking) in 
1937

• Between 
40,000-
300,000 
people were 
killed 



• Atomic 
Bombing 
of 
Hiroshima 
and 
Nagasaki 
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