The 300 – Give or Take a Few
WHAP/E. Napp                                                                                 Name: _________________

  While I certainly do not mean to glorify war (As Voltaire said, “It is forbidden to kill; therefore all murderers are punished unless they kill in large numbers and to the sound of trumpets.”), I do mean to honor the bravery of the individual dedicated to the realization of a goal even at the price of enormous personal sacrifice.  Of course, studying – even studying that requires hours of attention – is not an enormous sacrifice but is sacrifice nonetheless.  So, when the attention flags or the mind wanders, take a break but then return to the task at hand – to prepare diligently for the examination.  Onward! (
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Periodization:

· Foundations (8000 BCE – 600 BCE)
· Classical (600 BCE – 600 CE)
· Post-Classical (600 – 1450)

· Early Modern (1450 – 1750)

· Modern (1750 – 1914)

· Contemporary (1914 – Present)           

Foundations (8000 BCE – 600 BCE):

The Neolithic Revolution – 

· Also called the Agricultural Revolution

· Represents the span of several thousand years from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to 3000 B.C.E.

· When groups of people transitioned from a nomadic lifestyle to a farming and city lifestyle

· The ability to grow food and domesticate livestock occurred

· The domestication of crops and livestock allowed people to become sedentary or stay in the same place 

· Agriculture allowed people to rely on a generally constant food supply

· A fundamental shift in the way people lived

· The shift from hunting and gathering to farming

· Led to permanent settlements, class divisions, gender inequality as well as the rise of patriarchy or male dominance and the eventual rise of civilizations or complex societies

· The cultivation of crops and the domestication of animals

· New technologies developed in response to the need for better tools

· Neolithic farmers created calendars and some created the plow

· Though in sub-Saharan Africa, the digging stick was used instead of the plow

· Metal weapons were created to protect sedentary communities or permanent settlements from nomadic attacks on Neolithic villages’ valuable resources

The Bronze Age –

· The latter part of the Neolithic Era when people figured out how to make bronze

· Bronze is an alloy created by combining copper and tin

· Was a more durable metal of the time

· Helped to advance the development of better tools and weapons

Cuneiform – 

· A form of writing developed by the Sumerians

· Used to record laws, treaties, and important social and religious customs

· Eventually this form of writing spread across trade routes to many other parts of Mesopotamia

The Code of Hammurabi – 

· A written law code developed by King Hammurabi of Babylon

· Credited as a significant step toward modern legal codes

· Protected property and distinguished between major and minor offenses
· Established a sense of justice and fairness by applying the laws to nearly everyone

· The beginning of a society based on “rule of law”

· Yet class divisions in that rich and poor individuals were punished differently

· An eye for an eye unless the fine could be paid

The Hebrews – 

· Original believers of Judaism

· Were monotheistic (believed in one God)

· Judaism is the first lasting monotheistic faith in world history

· By about 1000 B.C.E., the Hebrews had founded Israel in Palestine on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea

· Although they were frequently invaded by neighboring empires, they managed to maintain their identity

· The Hebrews were freed from captivity under the Persians

· Believed that they had a covenant with God (that if they obey God’s commandments, they would be blessed)

· Practiced a moral and ethical religion

· Hebrews were the ancestors of the Jewish people

· Biblical scholars use the term Hebrews to designate the descendants of the patriarchs of the Hebrew Bible – i.e., Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob – from that period until their conquest of Canaan (Palestine) in the late 2nd millennium B.C.E.

· The first five books of the Hebrew Bible (the Torah) is considered the most significant part of the Bible

· The Torah is the most central and most important document of Judaism and has been used by Jews through the ages

Judaism – 

· A religion originally practiced by the Hebrews

· Maintains that the Hebrews are God’s chosen people and that if they adhered to God’s rules, they would be preserved forever

· The first five books of the Jewish Bible are called the Torah

· Judaism is a religious practice as well as a set of customs

· It is a monotheistic religion

· It is a moral and ethical religion

· Judaism is the oldest lasting monotheistic religion and was founded over 3500 years ago in the Middle East
· Jews believe that God appointed the Jews to be his chosen people in order to set an example of holiness and ethical behavior to the world

· Moses was a significant Jewish prophet who received the Ten Commandments

· Jews trace their history back to Abraham
· Jews believe that there is only one God with whom they have a covenant
· Judaism has a rich history of religious text, but the central and most important religious document is the Torah
· Spiritual leaders are called Rabbis
· Jews worship in Synagogues
· Jews believe that there is a single God who not only created the universe, but with whom every Jew can have an individual and personal relationship
· Jews believe that God continues to work in the world, affecting everything that people do
· The Jewish relationship with God is a covenant relationship; in exchange for the many good deeds that God has done and continues to do for the Jewish People - the Jews keep God’s laws and seek to bring holiness into every aspect of their lives
Hinduism – 
· Originated and practiced in the Indian subcontinent

· In some ways Hinduism is the oldest living religion in the world, or at least elements within it stretch back many thousands of years
· A religious and social class system (the caste system)

· Hindus believe in one supreme force called Brahma, the creator, who is believed to be in all things

· Other gods are manifestations of Brahma

· Hindus believe in karma or the law of social consequence (what a person does must return to the person) and dharma (the rules of each caste)

· Karma and dharma determine the individual’s reincarnation or samsara

· Moksha occurs when the soul no longer reincarnates and is released from samsara
· Moksha is the end of the death and rebirth cycle and is classed as the fourth and ultimate artha (goal)
· The term “Hindu” was derived from the river or river complex of the northwest, the Sindhu

· Sindhu is a Sanskrit word used by the inhabitants of the region, the Aryans in the second millennium BCE

· Later migrants and invaders, the Persians in the sixth century BCE, the Greeks from the 4th century BCE, and the Muslims from the 8th century CE, used the name of this river in their own languages for the land and its people

Hindu Caste System –

· First used in ancient India by the Aryans (nomadic migrants into the Indian subcontinent)

· Divided society into separate groups, called castes

· In order from highest status to lowest status, the castes are Brahmins (priests), Kshatriyas (warriors), Vaishyas (merchants), and Sudras (peasant or agricultural laborers)
· Individuals who were not born into one of these four castes were “untouchables” or outcasts or today, commonly referred to as dalits

· The caste system is a fixed social class system; it lacks social mobility

· An individual is born into his caste and remains in his caste a lifetime

Olmec Civilization – 

· The first elaborate pre-Columbian civilization of Mesoamerica

·  C. 1200 – 400 B.C.E. 

· Set many of the fundamental patterns evinced by later American Indian cultures of Mexico, notably the Maya and Aztec

· The Nahuatl (Aztec) name for these people, Olmecatl, or Olmec which means “rubber people” or “people of the rubber country” 
· That term was chosen because they extracted latex from rubber trees (Castilla elastica) growing in the region and mixed it with the juice of a local vine (Ipomoea alba) to create rubber

· The chief Olmec sites are San Lorenzo, La Venta, Laguna de los Cerros, and Tres Zapotes in what is now southern Mexico

· The Olmec are especially identified with 17 huge stone heads
· The Olmec lived in hot, humid lowlands along the Gulf Coast in what are now southern Veracruz and Tabasco states in southern Mexico

· The Olmec had a writing system which may be the oldest writing system in the Americas

· Developed a wide trading network

· Lacked domesticated animals

· Did not develop in a river valley

· Depended on irrigation techniques

· Polytheistic

Chavín Civilization – 

· The earliest highly developed culture in pre-Columbian Peru, which flourished between about 900 and 200 B.C.E. 

· During this time Chavín artistic influence spread throughout the northern and central parts of what is now Peru

· The name given to this early civilization derives from the great ruin of  Chavín de Huántar in the northern highlands of the Peruvian Andes, but that site may not have been the actual center of origin of the culture and artistic style

· The central building is a massive temple complex constructed of dressed rectangular stone blocks and containing interior galleries and incorporating bas-relief carvings on pillars and lintels

· The principal motifs of the Chavín style are human, avian, feline, and crocodilian or serpentine figures; these are often combined in highly complex and fantastic images
· Important religious pilgrimage site

· Developed a form of writing 
· Lacked domesticated animals

· Did not develop in a river valley

· Depended on irrigation techniques
· Polytheistic

 
Kush Civilization – 

· Developed in northern Africa at the same time as ancient Egypt

· Began north of the first cataract on the Nile River
· From 800 B.C.E. - 350 C.E., Kush was a center of culture and military might in Africa
· Even conquered ancient Egypt around 650 B.C.E.

· Less than a hundred years later, Kush moved southward back to its capital at Meroë
· Meroë became a center for ironworks (made iron weapons) and trade

· The kingdom of Kush was a site of independent innovation of ironworking

· Had gold mines, ivory, incense, and iron ore
· Unlike Egypt, were not dependent upon the flooding of the Nile
· They had good soil to grow crops and long growing seasons and enjoyed rainfall all year long
· Kush civilization met its decline around 200 C.E. as trade routes shifted with the rise of Axum
Axum –
· Developed in what is now Ethiopia
· Developed after the decline of Kush in 200 CE

· Never conquered any other civilizations

· But did engage in frequent trade, especially of ivory and gold

· In the fourth century, King Ezana converted to Christianity

· In the seventh century, some converted to Islam

· But still a sizable Christian population in region

Zhou Dynasty – 

· 1046–256 B.C.E. 

· Established the distinctive political and cultural characteristics that were to be identified with China for the next 2,000 years.
· The Zhou coexisted with the first archaeologically accepted dynasty of China, the Shang for many years, living just west of the Shang territory
· At various times, the Zhou were a friendly tributary state to the Shang, alternatively warring with them
· Eventually the Zhou solidified their reign over all of China
· An array of feudal states was created within the empire to maintain order and the emperor’s hold on the land
· During the Zhou dynasty, China underwent quite dramatic changes: iron, ox-drawn plows, crossbows, and horseback riding were all introduced; large-scale irrigation and water-control projects were also instituted for the first time, greatly increasing the crop yield of the North China Plain

· The communication system was also greatly improved through the construction of new roads and canals

· Trade was increased, towns grew up, coinage was developed, chopsticks came into use, and the Chinese writing system was created out of its beginnings in the Shang period
· There was also a great philosophical flowering: the schools of Confucianism, Taoism, and Legalism developed in this period
· The Age of Warring States occurred during the Zhou Dynasty when feudal lords battled for power

· This period of warfare gave rise to great Chinese philosophies seeking to restore harmony to society

· The Mandate of Heaven or the right to rule was also popularized during the Zhou Dynasty

· According to the Mandate of Heaven, heaven grants the emperor the right to rule but can remove the mandate if the emperor is not a just and wise ruler
Zhou Mandate of Heaven – 

· The Zhou Dynasty of China (lasting from around 1100 to 256 B.C.E.) believed in the Mandate of Heaven, which said that heaven would grant the Zhou power only as long as its rulers governed justly and wisely

· The right to rule

· However, the emperor can lose the Mandate of Heaven

· If there are natural disasters or famine, it was believed that the emperor had lost the Mandate of Heaven and thus the peasants could rebel

· To lose the Mandate of Heaven signaled justification for rebellion

· The notion that heaven (tian) conferred directly upon an emperor, the son of heaven (tianzi), the right to rule

· The doctrine had its beginnings in the early Zhou Dynasty (c. 1046–256 B.C.E.)

· The continuation of the mandate was believed to be conditioned by the personal behavior of the ruler, who was expected to possess yi (“righteousness”) and (“benevolence”)

· If the emperor’s personal life became immoral or his rule tyrannical, Confucian scholars taught, he had not only lost his right to rule but should be removed by revolution, if necessary

Classical (600 BCE – 600 CE):

Buddhism – 

· A religion founded by Siddhartha Gautama (563 – 483 B.C.E.)
· Siddhartha Gautama was an Indian prince raised in a Hindu family

· Upon witnessing suffering (old age, sickness, and death), Siddhartha went in search of the causation and cessation of suffering

· Upon achieving enlightenment and becoming the Buddha (“the awakened one”), Siddhartha formulated his beliefs known as the Four Noble Truths

· The Four Noble Truths of Buddhism is that life has suffering, desire causes suffering, suffering can end, and by following the Noble Eightfold Path, the individual can move towards an end to suffering

· The Noble Eightfold Path includes Right Speech, Right Concentration, etc.

· The end of suffering is nirvana

· While Buddhism emerged from Hinduism and accepts the Hindu concept of reincarnation or samsara, it does not accept the Hindu caste system

· Buddhism also provided monastic opportunities for women (Buddhist nuns)

Confucianism – 

· Social and political philosophy developed by Confucius

· Confucius was a philosopher during the Zhou Dynasty and lived in about the 6th – 5th century BCE

· During his lifetime, the Zhou dynasty (1100 – 221 BCE) experienced turmoil known as the Age of Warring States where various warlords competed with the dynasty for power

· In order to restore order and harmony, Confucius reflected on the proper behavior of individuals to promote peace and stability in society

· Maintains that when people live up to their social obligations, society will be orderly, predictable, and harmonious

· Individuals need to know their roles in society and act accordingly

· There are five key relationships in society: Emperor and subject, Father and son, Husband and wife, Elder brother and younger brother, and friend and friend

· In the first four relationships, there is a superior who sets a good example and leads benevolently and an inferior who obeys
· There are three key values (ren, xiao, and junzi)

· Ren is humanness and kindness

· Li is courtesy, respect, and deference to elders

· Xiao is filial piety or that sons should honor and obey parents and ancestors

· Confucianism also focuses on the formation of junzi, or educated, socially conscious people who are willing to put the great good ahead of personal gain

Daoism (Taoism) – 

· Practiced in China from 500 B.C.E. to the present

· Founder believed to be Laozi

· Based on writings found in the Daodejing

· In the broadest sense, a Daoist attitude toward life can be seen in the accepting and yielding, the joyful and carefree sides of the Chinese character, an attitude that offsets and complements Confucianism

· The Dao or way is passive and yielding; it does not do anything, but accomplishes everything

· Daoism coexists with Confucianism, Buddhism, and Legalism in China
· The way is to life naturally and to live in nature
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Legalism – 

· Chinese philosophy developed during the Age of Warring States (Declining Zhou Dynasty period)

· Adopted as the official dynastic philosophy during the Qin Dynasty

· Based on the belief that peace and order could only be obtained through a centralized government, harsh punishment, and unquestioned authority

· Legalists did not trust human nature

· Believed that people were fundamentally selfish and that only through rewards or punishments would people act appropriately or for the benefit of society

· Thus, relied on harsh punishments to ensure proper conduct

· Valued farming and the military as the two most worthy professions
Qin Dynasty – 

· Extremely short, lasting from 221 B.C.E. to 206 B.C.E.

· Despite the brief reign, the dynasty was best known for connecting the separate fortification walls that eventually became the Great Wall of China

· Unified China through a unified system of writing and unified system of weights and measures

· The empire was well organized, centralized, and territorial

· The dynasty’s first emperor, Qin Shihuangdi, standardized laws, currencies, weights, measures, and writing systems, and refused to tolerate any dissent from his subjects

· The Qin, from which the name China is derived, established the approximate boundaries and basic administrative system that all subsequent Chinese dynasties were to follow for the next 2,000 years

· The Qin emperor, Shihuangdi, adopted Legalism as his guiding philosophy

The Persian Wars – 

· Served to unite all the Greek poleis against their mutual enemy, Persia

· Two major victories (at Marathon and Salamis) allowed the Greeks to maintain control of the Aegean Sea

· Though much of Athens was destroyed, the war ended in a stalemate and Greece kept its independence and democracy

· A series of wars fought by Greek states and Persia over a period of almost half a century

· The fighting was most intense during two invasions that Persia launched against mainland Greece between 490 and 479

· Although the Persian empire was at the peak of its strength, the collective defense mounted by the Greeks overcame seemingly impossible odds and even succeeded in liberating Greek city-states on the fringe of Persia itself

· The Greek triumph ensured the survival of Greek culture and political structures long after the demise of the Persian Empire

Delian League – 

· Was an alliance established between Athens and the other city-states of ancient Greece

· This alliance was formed against aggression from the city-states’ mutual enemies

Draco and Solon – 

· Were two Athenian aristocrats who contributed to the creation of democracy in Athens and worked to maintain fair, equal, and open participation in the government by the people
The Golden Age of Pericles –

· The period after the Persian Wars during which Greece enjoyed peace and prosperity under the leadership of Pericles

· Athens was rebuilt and democracy was established for all adult male citizens

· In Athens, only free men born in Athens were citizens

· Women, slaves, and foreigners were not citizens and could not vote

· The Parthenon was also erected during this time

· Philosophy and the arts flourished during this age

Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle – 

· Were ancient Greek philosophers who believed that the truth could be discerned through rational thought and deliberate and careful observation, and that virtue and the quest for goodness would lead to eternal peace and happiness

· They are considered the fathers of rational thinking

· Socrates said, “The unexamined life is not worth living.”

· Plato wrote a famous treatise (The Republic) on the ideal society, in which he expressed the thought that a philosopher should be king 

· A key theme in Aristotle's thought is that happiness is the goal of life

· The founder of logical theory, Aristotle believed that the greatest human endeavor is the use of reason in theoretical activity

· One of his Aristotle’s best known ideas was his conception of “The Golden Mean” – “avoid extremes,” the counsel of moderation in all things

· Rational thinking is thinking based on reason or logic

The Peloponnesian War –
· Athens and Sparta fought each other in the Peloponnesian War in 431 B.C.E.

· The conflict began with a trade dispute involving the city of Corinth

· Athens hid behind its walls, letting the Spartan army pillage its farmlands

· This worked until a plague swept through Athens (killing many of its citizens, including Pericles) and the Athenian navy was defeated at Syracuse

· Sparta did not destroy Athens out of respect for the city-states’ alliance in the Persian War

· Athens and Sparta, both powerful Greek city-states, had fought as allies in the Greco-Persian Wars between 499 and 449 B.C. E. 

· In the wake of the Persian retreat, however, Athens grew more powerful and tensions rose, escalating into nearly three decades of war

· Sparta emerged victorious, while the constant fighting left Athens bankrupt, exhausted and demoralized

· Neither city-state regained the military strength they once had

Alexander the Great – 

· The son of Philip of Macedon

· Expanded Macedonian 

· Conquered the Greek city-states, the Persian Empire, and travelled all the way to India

· Under his reign, the Macedonians created the largest empire so far in history

· After his death, his empire was divided into three empires: Antigonid (Greece and Macedon), the Ptolemaic (Egypt), and the Seleucid (Bactria and Anatolia)
· Alexander the Great spread Hellenism or a Greek-like culture

· Alexander brought the Greek artistic idea of portraying the human form accurately in art

· As a result of the Hellenistic influence in the Indian subcontinent, the Buddha was represented in human form in art

Roman Republic – 

· Ancient Rome’s government structure was that of a representative republic, where citizens elect representatives to govern the state

· The governing body consisted of a Senate (patricians only) and an Assembly (patricians and plebeians)

· The Assembly elected two consuls annually, and the consuls had veto power over all decisions made by the Assembly

· The Roman Republic is the model for modern-day American government

· The founding of the republic occurred in 509 B.C.E. and continued through the establishment of the Roman Empire in 27 B.C.E.

Punic Wars – 

· There were three Punic Wars (on and off from 264 through 146 B.C.E.) between Rome and Carthage, a North African city-state with lofty ambitions

· In the first Punic War, Rome gained control of Sicily
· In the second Punic War, the Carthaginian Hannibal made great gains but eventually had to back down, letting Rome retain control of the western Mediterranean

· In the third Punic War, Rome invaded Carthage and burned it to the ground

· Three wars between the Roman Republic and the Carthaginian (Punic) Empire that resulted in the destruction of Carthage

· Wars to determine whether Rome or Carthage would control the Mediterranean Sea and its trade routes

· Rome ultimately won
Diocletian – 

· Became emperor of Rome in 284 C.E.
· Tried to fix the increasing problems confronting the empire by dividing it into two regions run by co-emperors

· Returned the armies to direct imperial control and tried to strengthen the imperial currency

· Diocletian also forced a budget on the government and capped prices to stem inflation

· Despite his efforts, Rome broke out into civil war when he left power

The First and Second Triumvirates – 

· After the Punic Wars, the Roman senate weakened, and its power was ultimately transferred to three men (Pompey, Crassus, and Julius Caesar), known as the first triumvirate

· After Caesar was assassinated in 44 B.C.E., a second triumvirate was as unsuccessful as the first, and led to the rule of a single emperor; Augustus Caesar (formerly Octavius)

· The members of the second triumvirate were Octavian, Marc Antony, and Lepidus

· When Antony became involved with Cleopatra (Egypt’s pharaoh) and decided to fight Rome, Octavian played a part in defeating Antony’s forces

· Once Antony was out of the way and Lepidus was forced to retire, Octavian was free to become Augustus Caesar

Patricians and Plebeians – 

· In ancient Rome, the social and political structures was made up of patricians, or land-owning noblemen, and plebeians, all other free men

· Patricians were probably leaders of the more important families or clans who formed the major part, if not all, of the Senate of the primitive period, as well as the families from whom were drawn the most distinguished part of the early cavalry

· Patricians constituted an early nobility of birth
· Plebeians were members of the general citizenry in ancient Rome as opposed to the privileged patrician class

· Plebeians were originally excluded from the Senate and from all public offices except that of military tribune

· Before the passage of the law known as the Lex Canuleia (445 B.C.E.), they were also forbidden to marry patricians

· Until 287 B.C.E., the plebeians waged a campaign (Conflict of the Orders) to have their civil disabilities abolished

Julius Caesar – 

· One of the three rulers of the first triumvirate in ancient Rome

· Ruled over southern Gaul (France) and other parts of Europe

· Decided not conquer Germany, which later proved to be an unwise decision

· Caesar became Rome’s first dictator
· His success and ambition alienated strongly republican senators

· A group of senators, led by Cassius and Brutus, assassinated Caesar on the Ides (15) of March 44 BC

· This sparked the final round of civil wars that ended the Republic and brought about the elevation of Caesar’s great nephew and designated heir, Octavian, as Augustus, the first emperor
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Augustus Caesar –

· Formerly Octavius, son of Julius Caesar

· One of three rulers in Rome’s second triumvirate

· Rose to power and became emperor, ending Rome’s existence as a republic

· Under his reign, Rome became an empire with a common coinage system, rule of law, and secured travel for merchants

Pax Romana –

· The Pax Romana or Roman Peace was a period of peace and prosperity that lasted for 200 years after the rule of Augustus Caesar began

· Rome became the capital and arts center of the western world

· During this period, literature, architecture, and science reached new heights

· Also, many distinct ethnic groups within the Roman empire were able to maintain their individual cultural identities
· A state of comparative tranquility throughout the Mediterranean world from the reign of Augustus (27 B.C.E. – 14 C.E.) to that of Marcus Aurelius (161 – 180 C.E.)

· Augustus laid the foundation for this period of concord, which also extended to North Africa and Persia

· The empire protected and governed individual provinces, permitting each to make and administer its own laws while accepting Roman taxation and military control

Christianity – 
· Originated with Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish teacher

· Roman leaders crucified Jesus in 30 C.E.

· Followers maintained that Jesus rose form the dead and ascended into heaven

· Christians believe in the divinity of Jesus, the trinity (the unity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three persons in one Godhead according to Christian dogma), the resurrection of Jesus, and salvation or heaven

· Christians believe that Jesus died in exchange for forgiveness of their sins

· Christians believe that human beings should practice love and service to God and others

Constantine – 

· Became the Roman Emperor in 322 C.E.

· Ordered the building of Constantinople at the Greek city of Byzantium, which became the capital of a united Roman Empire by 340 C.E.

· The first Roman emperor to profess Christianity

· Constantine not only initiated the evolution of the empire into a Christian state but also provided the impulse for a distinctively Christian culture that prepared the way for the growth of Byzantine and Western medieval culture

· Despite his effective rule, Constantine could not overcome Rome’s waning wealth and external pressures (nomadic groups on its borders)

· Upon his death, the empire was divided again

· Constantinople was the center of the thriving eastern half, and Rome was the center of the declining western half
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The Edict of Milan – 

· Issued by Emperor Constantine in 313 C.E.

· Ended the persecution of Christians by Roman pagans, who saw Christianity as a threat to their power and religion

· Prior to the edict, Christians were persecuted and were sometimes killed in spectacles at the Colosseum
· By 391 C.E., Christianity became the official religion of the empire

The Han Dynasty – 
· 206 B.C.E. – 220 C.E.

· The Chinese developed paper, accurate sundials, and calendars

· Established the civil service system or examination system where candidates for government service had to pass a rigorous examination 

· Thus, government service was a meritocracy (based on talent or ability)

· The examination system was based on the teachings of Confucius and Chinese history

· The examination system ensured that government officials would be highly educated and great communicators

· During this dynasty, Confucianism was adopted as the dynasty’s official philosophy

· However, Buddhism spread and thrived along the Silk Road

Wu Ti – 

· Often called the “Warrior Emperor,” Wu Ti was the ruler of China from 141 B.C.E. to 87 B.C.E.

· He is best known for repelling Hun invaders and expanding the Han Empire to Central Asia

· Also spelled Wudi

· Vastly increased the authority of the Han dynasty and extended Chinese influence abroad

· Made Confucianism the state religion of China

· Wu Ti launched attacks on the nomadic Xiongnu people, who constituted China’s principal threat on the northern frontier, and thereafter he committed his realm to the expansion of the empire

· The Wudi emperor is best remembered for his military conquests; hence, his posthumous title, Wudi, meaning “Martial Emperor” 
· His administrative reforms left an enduring mark on the Chinese state, and his exclusive recognition of Confucianism had a permanent effect on subsequent East Asian history

· The need for bureaucrats led to the establishment of an education system or imperial academy that encouraged aspiring scholars to study Confucianism

· Confucian scholar-gentry became imperial bureaucrats

· Wudi made scholars his best advisors and his county magistrates

The Huns – 
· Were a large nomadic group believed to be from northern Asia whose armies menaced the Han, Gupta, and Roman Empires

· The Huns’ attacks devastated the Roman and Gupta Empires, but the Han Empire was able to successfully beat the Huns back

· In the fourth and fifth centuries an invasion of nomadic tribes exploded out of the steppes of Central Asia into Europe throwing the Roman Empire into disarray and eventually destroying it

· The Huns arrived in Europe around 370 and settled in modern-day Hungary

· Their appearance forced the resident Visigoths, Ostrogoths and other Germanic tribes to move westward and southward and into direct confrontation with the Roman Empire
· Fierce fighters and superb horseman, the Huns struck fear into both the German tribes and the Romans

The Visigoths – 

· The Visigoths were Germanic peoples who had adopted Roman law and Christianity

· Roman authorities used the Visigoths to defend the empire’s borders

· However, when the Huns began to press on the Visigoths in the early fifth century, the Visigoths had no place to go but into Rome, and by 476 C.E. they deposed the Roman emperor; this completed the fall of the western half of the Roman Empire

· The Visigoths were settled agriculturists when they were attacked by the Huns in 376 and driven southward across the Danube River into the Roman Empire

· They were allowed to enter the empire but the exactions of Roman officials soon drove them to revolt and plunder the Balkan provinces, assisted by some Ostrogoths

· On August 9, 378, they utterly defeated the army of the Roman emperor Valens on the plains outside Adrianople, killing the emperor himself

· For four more years they continued to wander in search of somewhere to settle

· In October 382 Valens’ successor, Theodosius I, settled them in Moesia (in the Balkans) as federates, giving them land there and imposing on them the duty of defending the frontier

· It was apparently during this period that the Visigoths were converted to Arian Christianity
· But with pressure later from the Huns, the Visigoths entered Roman territory and eventually sacked Rome

Mayan Civilization – 

· Developed a civilization in southern Mexico and parts of Central America

· The height of Mayan civilization was from 300 B.C.E. to 900 C.E.

· Mayan civilization was a collection of city-states

· The Maya constructed pyramids

· Developed a writing system

· Developed a complex calendar

· Believed the gods created humans from maize and that the gods maintained agricultural cycles in exchange for sacrifices and bloodletting rituals

· The Maya Empire, centered in the tropical lowlands of what is now Guatemala, reached the peak of its power and influence around the sixth century C.E.

· The Maya excelled at agriculture, pottery, hieroglyph writing, calendar-making and mathematics, and left behind an astonishing amount of impressive architecture and symbolic artwork

· Guided by their religious ritual, the Maya also made significant advances in mathematics and astronomy, including the use of the zero and the development of a complex calendar system based on 365 days

· Wars between rival Mayan city-states occurred

· The Maya built a great civilization in a tropical rainforest climate.
· Most of the great stone cities of the Maya were abandoned by 900 C.E., however, scholars have debated what might have caused this dramatic decline 
Yamato Clan – 

· The Yamato clan was the first important ruling family in Japan

· The Yamato clan came to power in the fifth century C.E. and have been the only dynasty to rule Japan since then

· In fact, the current emperor (Akihito) is a descendant of the Yamato clan

· The chief of the Yamato clan claimed to be the first emperor of Japan in the 300s C.E.

Shinto – 

· Means “the way of the gods” and was the earliest religion of Japan

· The Japanese worshipped the kami (natural spirits and forces of nature)

· Shinto believers want to become part of the kami by following certain rituals and customs

· Shintoism also stresses obedience and proper behavior

· The Yamato clan maintained that the emperor was a direct descendent of the sun goddess, Amaterasu

· Japanese animism (the belief that spirits exist in the natural world)

· The word Shinto, which literally means “the way of kami” (kami means “mystical,” “superior,” or “divine,” generally sacred or divine power, specifically the various gods or deities), came into use in order to distinguish indigenous Japanese beliefs from Buddhism, which had been introduced into Japan in the 6th century C.E.

· Shinto has no founder, no official sacred scriptures in the strict sense, and no fixed dogmas, but it has preserved its guiding beliefs throughout the ages

· During the 1930s, there were some who taught that the Emperor was akitsu mikami (“manifest god”) a human being in which the property of kami nature was perfectly revealed, but they qualified this by saying that the Emperor was neither omniscient or omnipotent
· However the Emperor’s qualities of kami nature together with his direct descent from Amaterasu, the highest of the kami, made him so superior that the Japanese thought it entirely logical that people should obey the Emperor and worship him

· The Emperor gave up his divinity on the orders of the USA, in the Imperial rescript of January 1 1946
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Post-Classical (600 – 1450):


The Byzantine Empire –

· Formerly the Eastern Roman Empire

· At the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, the Eastern Roman Empire was referred to as the Byzantine Empire by historians

· Greek was the language of the empire

· Orthodox Christianity was the religion of the empire

· Byzantine emperors were authoritarian rulers

· Caesaropapism existed or a political system in which the head of the state is also the head of the church and supreme judge in religious matters

· Justinian was the most significant Byzantine Empire; he codified Roman law

· The Hagia Sophia is a beautiful Byzantine church

Benin Culture –

· Sub-Saharan Africa 

· Located in West Africa

· First to master a bronze sculpting technique, using clay molds and wax carvings 

Caliph – 

· A political and religious leader in early Islam

· Would serve as head of state, military commander, chief judge, and religious leader

· The theocratic Islamic Empire was referred to as a caliphate

Burghers – 

· Middle-class merchants in feudalistic society

· Lived in towns charted and controlled by feudal lords

· A member of the wealthy bourgeoisie

Code of Chivalry –

· A code of conduct for medieval knights in western Europe

· The system of values (such as loyalty and honor) that knights in the Middle Ages were expected to follow
· The rules of disputes and engagement in feudalistic society were confined strictly by this code and followed by most of the lords and knights

· An honor system that condemned betrayal and promoted mutual respect

The Code of Bushido –

· A strict code of conduct for samurai warriors

· Similar to the European code of chivalry

· Stressed loyalty, courage, and honor

· If a samurai failed to observe the code, he was expected to commit suicide

King Clovis – 

· Led a Germanic tribe called the Franks in the late fifth century

· Built an empire that extended from what is now Germany through Belgium into France

· Converted to Catholicism and placed his capital in Paris

· His empire was divided among his sons after his death, and it later declined

· King of the Franks and ruler of much of Gaul from 481 to 511, a key period during the transformation of the Roman Empire into Europe

· His dynasty, the Merovingians, survived more than 200 years, until the rise of the Carolingians in the 8th century

· While he was not the first Frankish king, he was the kingdom’s political and religious founder
The Middle Ages –

· Refers to the period from the fall of the Western Roman Empire (476 C.E.) to the 1500s and the birth of the modern era in Western Europe

· During this one thousand year period in Western Europe, feudalism and manorialism developed

· Many peasants were serfs (bound to the land of their lords)

· Knights and chivalry were valued

· Lords owned land and exchanged land to lesser lords (vassals) for military service

· Many kingdoms competed for power

· Trade diminished in the early medieval period but increased in the High Middle Ages

· Urbanization also diminished in the early medieval period (due to invasions) but increased in the High Middle Ages

Charlemagne – 

· Charles the Great

· A medieval emperor who ruled much of Western Europe from 768 to 814
· Crowned ruler of his empire by the pope in 800 C.E.

· His empire eventually came to be known as the Holy Roman Empire by 962, although it had little in common with the original Roman Empire

· Emphasized arts and education with a religious emphasis

· His failure to levy taxes resulted in a weak and poorly united empire

Treaty of Verdun – 

· When Charlemagne’s son Louis died in 843, the Holy Roman Empire was divided among his three grandsons by the Treaty of Verdun

· Partitioned the Carolingian empire among the three surviving sons of the emperor Louis I (the Pious)

· The treaty was the first stage in the dissolution of the empire of Charlemagne and foreshadowed the formation of the modern countries of Western Europe

Holy Roman Empire – 
· Distinct from the original Roman Empire

· It was begun by Charlemagne in 800 but was not called the Holy Roman Empire until 962

· It consisted of northern Italy, Germany, Belgium, and France

· This empire marked the beginning of imperialism, especially by religious leaders

· The church held a strong influence over most aspects of society

· The Holy Roman Empire was feudalistic, and the local lords answered to the emperor

Feudalism – 

· A political and military system in Europe in the Middle Ages

· In a feudal society, land is exchanged for military service

· After the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, hundreds of kingdoms emerged and invasions continued

· In this time of danger (particularly the early Medieval period), feudalism developed as a system of protections

· A lord (which could be a king) gave land to vassals (or lesser lords)

· In exchange for the land, vassals had to provide knights in times of warfare

· Feudal society had a strict hierarchy, in which peasants reported to vassals, who reported to nobles, who reported to a king

· Lords had varying degrees of importance between that of vassals and the king

· Vassals were granted estates called fiefs, or manors, and the peasants and their lord lived on the manor

· Most peasants were serfs 

· A serf was an individual bound to his lord’s land
Crusades – 
· Series of holy wars between Christians and Muslims during the Middle Ages

· A series of military campaigns undertaken by European Christians to take control of the Holy Land (Jerusalem) 

· 1095 – 1291

· Often considered “successful failures for Europeans”

· Europeans failed to permanently gain control of the Holy Land but gained important ideas from the Muslim Golden Age

· An important effect was an increased interest in trade in Europe

Pope Innocent III – 

· In the beginning of the thirteenth century, Pope Innocent III issued strict decrees from the Roman Catholic Church

· He persecuted heretics and Jews and launched a “crusade,” in which the already Christian Constantinople was conquered and declared a Latin Empire

· Reestablished and expanded the pope’s authority over the Papal States, worked tirelessly to launch Crusades to recover the Holy Land, combated heresy in Italy and southern France, shaped a powerful and original doctrine of papal power within the church and in secular affairs
Pope Gregory IX – 

· Several years after Pope Innocent III, Pope Gregory IX started the Inquisition, a formalized interrogation and persecution process of heretics

· Nonbelievers were excommunicated, exiled, tortured, and/or executed

· One of the most vigorous of the 13th-century popes (reigned 1227–41), a canon lawyer, theologian, defender of papal prerogatives, and founder of the papal Inquisition

· The Inquisition was a Catholic court to punish heretics 
Vikings – 

· The Vikings were a group of powerful invaders from Scandinavia (Denmark, Norway, and Sweden)

· Beginning about 800 C.E., they used multi-oared boats to raid well outside their borders, along the North Atlantic coast and inland rivers

· The Vikings were also merchants and fishermen, developing some of the earliest known commercial fisheries in northern Europe

· Eventually, the Vikings were converted to Christianity

· From around 800 C.E. to the 11th century, a vast number of Scandinavians left their homelands to seek their fortunes elsewhere

· These seafaring warriors – known collectively as Vikings or Norsemen (“Northmen”) – began by raiding coastal sites, especially undefended monasteries, in the British Isles

· Over the next three centuries, they would leave their mark as pirates, raiders, traders and settlers on much of Britain and the European continent, as well as parts of modern-day Russia, Iceland, Greenland and Newfoundland

· The exact reasons for Vikings venturing out from their homeland are uncertain; some have suggested it was due to overpopulation of their homeland, but the earliest Vikings were looking for riches, not land

· Scandinavian furs were highly prized in the new trading markets; from their trade with the Europeans, Scandinavians learned about new sailing technology as well as about the growing wealth and accompanying inner conflicts between European kingdoms

· The Viking predecessors –pirates who preyed on merchant ships in the Baltic Sea –would use this knowledge to expand their fortune-seeking activities into the North Sea and beyond
· In A.D. 793, an attack on the Lindisfarne monastery off the coast of Northumberland in northeastern England marked the beginning of the Viking Age
· Unlike other invaders, the Vikings had no respect for religious institutions such as the monasteries, which were often left unguarded and vulnerable near the shore

· In the ninth century, Scandinavians (mainly Norwegians) began to colonize Iceland, an island in the North Atlantic where no one had yet settled in large numbers

· By the late 10th century, some Vikings (including the famous Erik the Red) moved even further westward, to Greenland

· According to later Icelandic histories, some of the early Viking settlers in Greenland (supposedly led by the Norwegian Viking hero Leif Eriksson, son of Erik the Red) may have become the first Europeans to discover and explore North America
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Magna Carta – 

· In 1215, English nobles rebelled and forced King John to sign the Magna Carta, a document that reinstated the feudal rights of the nobles, and extended the rule of law to other citizens of England

· The signing of this document laid the foundation for the English parliament

· It also limited the power of the king in that the king, too, had to obey the laws

· The law was above the king

· Thus, the principle of absolute monarchy was not accepted by the nobles
· Magna Carta was written by a group of 13th-century barons to protect their rights and property against a tyrannical king
· But there are two principles expressed in Magna Carta that resonate to this day: “No freeman shall be taken, imprisoned, disseised, outlawed, banished, or in any way destroyed, nor will We proceed against or prosecute him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers or by the law of the land.” And “To no one will We sell, to no one will We deny or delay, right or justice.”
Thomas Aquinas – 

· 1225-1274

· A Christian realist who made significant progress toward changing Christian thought

· His writing, Summa Theologica, put forth his view that faith and reason are not in conflict, but are in fact gifts from God

· An Italian Dominican theologian and the foremost medieval Scholastic

· The philosophy of Aquinas was known as scholasticism

· Faith aids reason but faith is always supreme

Jizya – 

· Was a tax on non-Muslims in Islamic Empires

· Typically, a tax on “People of the Book” or Jews and Christians (monotheists)

· However, also a tax paid by Hindus in the Mughal Empire (an Islamic Empire in India from the 1500s to 1858)

· The Mughal emperor, Akbar the Great, eliminated the jizya but it was eventually reinstated by subsequent Mughal rulers

Jihad – 

· Arabic word used in Islam meaning “to struggle”

· Refers to the struggle within the individual Muslim to live a pious and religious life

· But also refers to the struggle against the infidel or unbeliever

· A holy war against those who do not believe in Islam

Islam – 

· Originated in the seventh century in Arabia

· Followers are called Muslims

· Islam means “submission to God”

· The Arabic word for God is Allah

· Muhammad is the prophet of Islam

· Muslims believe that Muhammad is the “Seal of the Prophets” or the last prophet

· Muslims recognize Jewish and Christian prophets

· Muslims believe that Allah spoke to Muhammad

· The Qu’ran (Koran) is the holy book of Islam

· Muslims adhere to the Five Pillars
· The Pillars are: Monotheism, Prayer five times a day facing the holy city of Mecca, charity to the poor, fasting during the holy month of Ramadan, and pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a Muslim’s lifetime if economically and physically possible

Shi’ite (Shi’a) Islam – 

· Members of the Shi’ite (Shi’a) Islam maintain that Muhammad’s son-in-law, Ali, was the rightful heir to the Islamic Empire

· The division between Sunnis and Shi’as is the largest and oldest in the history of Islam

· Differences originate from the question of who would succeed the Prophet Muhammad as leader of the emerging Muslim community after his death

· The Shi’a believe that the Prophet’s son-in-law and cousin, Ali, should be Caliph

· They believe that the Prophet had appointed him as the sole interpreter of his legacy, in both political and spiritual terms

Sunni Islam – 

· Members of Sunni Islam, unlike Shi’ite Muslims, do not believe that ‘Ali, son of Muhammad, is the rightful heir to the empire

· They do hold ‘Ali in high esteem, but believe that their leaders should arise from a broad base of the Islamic people

· Muslims are split into two main branches, the Sunnis and Shi’a

· The split originates in a dispute soon after the death of the Prophet Muhammad over who should lead the Muslim community
· The great majority of Muslims are Sunnis – estimates suggest the figure is somewhere between 85% and 90%

· The word Sunni comes from “Ahl al-Sunna”, the people of the tradition

· The tradition in this case refers to practices based on precedent or reports of the actions of the Prophet Muhammad and those close to him
· Sunnis venerate all the prophets mentioned in the Qur’an, but particularly Muhammad as the final prophet or “Seal of the Prophets”
Sufis – 

· Islamic mystics

· Were effective missionaries of Islam

· Encouraged a personal relationship with Allah

· Their teachings made Islam highly adaptable to different circumstances, allowing individuals to mold their relationships with Allah to fit their needs and beliefs

· Because of this, the Sufis converted many people to Islam during the Abbasid Dynasty

· Sufism is a mystical Islamic belief and practice in which Muslims seek to find the truth of divine love and knowledge through direct personal experience of God

· Sufism consists of a variety of mystical paths that are designed to ascertain the nature of humanity and of God and to facilitate the experience of the presence of divine love and wisdom in the world
· Islamic mysticism is called taṣawwuf  (literally, “to dress in wool”) in Arabic but it has been called Sufism in Western languages since the early 19th century

· An abstract word, Sufism derives from the Arabic term for a mystic, ṣūfī, which is in turn derived from ṣūf, “wool,” plausibly a reference to the woolen garment of early Islamic ascetics

· The Sufis are also generally known as “the poor,” fuqarāʾ, plural of the Arabic faqīr, in Persian darvīsh, whence the English words fakir and dervish
Umayyad Dynasty –

· 661 – 750 C.E. 

· The Umayyad Dynasty enlarged the Islamic Empire significantly, but also led to more intense conflict with the Byzantine and Persian Empires

· Mecca remained the spiritual center of Islam, but the Umayyads moved the capital to Damascus in Syria

· During this dynasty, Muslims split into two groups: the Shi’ite and the Sunni

· This division, which remains to this day, led to the ultimate decline of the Umayyad Dynasty

· It was the first great Muslim dynasty to rule the empire of the Caliphate (661–750 C.E.),

· The Umayyads were a largely merchant family of the Quraysh tribe centered at Mecca

· They had initially resisted Islam, not converting until 627, but subsequently became prominent administrators under Muhammad and his immediate successors

· In the first Muslim civil war, the struggle for the caliphate following the murder of ʻUthmān ibn ʻAffān, the third caliph (reigned 644–656) – Abū Sufyān’s son Muʿāwiyah, then governor of Syria, emerged victorious over ʿAlī , Muhammad’s son-in-law and fourth caliph

· Muʿāwiyah then established himself as the first Umayyad caliph

· Muslim armies overran most of Spain in the west 
· In an extensive program of Arabization, Arabic became the official state language; the financial administration of the empire was reorganized, with Arabs replacing Persian and Greek officials; and a new Arabic coinage replaced the former imitations of Byzantine and Sāsānian coins

· Communications improved with the introduction of a regular post service from Damascus to the provincial capitals, and architecture flourished 
· As the empire was reaching the limits of expansion – the Muslim advance into France was decisively halted at Poitiers (732), and Arab forces in Anatolia were destroyed (740)

· But feuds erupted into major revolts in Syria, Iraq, and Khorāsān (745–746), while the mawālī (non-Arab Muslims) became involved with a religio-political sect that denied the legitimacy of Umayyad rule

· In 749 the Hāshimiyyah, aided by the western provinces, proclaimed as caliph Abū al-ʿAbbās al-Saffāḥ, who thereby became first of the ʿAbbāsid dynasty
· The last Umayyad, Marwān II (reigned 744–750), was defeated at the Battle of the Great Zāb River (750)

· Members of the Umayyad house were hunted down and killed, but one of the survivors, ʿAbd al-Raḥmān, escaped and established himself as a Muslim ruler in Spain (756), founding the dynasty of the Umayyads in Córdoba

Abbasid Dynasty – 
· 750 – 1258

· Last dynasty to rule Islam before the Mongols conquered Persia

· Included a golden age, from early to mid-ninth century, during which the arts and sciences flourished
· The city of Baghdad was constructed during this time, and it became one of the great cultural centers of the world

· Under the Abbasid caliphate (750–1258), which succeeded the Umayyads (661–750) in 750, the focal point of Islamic political and cultural life shifted eastward from Syria to Iraq, where, in 762, Baghdad, the circular City of Peace (madinat al-salam), was founded as the new capital

· The first three centuries of Abbasid rule were a golden age in which Baghdad and Samarra’ functioned as the cultural and commercial capitals of the Islamic world

· The Abbasid caliphate was founded on two disaffected Islamic populations: non-Arabic Muslims (Mawali) and Shi’ites

· The Umayyads whom the Abbasids had conquered had always been outsiders – as a wealthy clan in Mecca, they had opposed Muhammad – and the secularism and sometime degeneracy that accompanied their caliphate delegitimized their rule for many devout Muslims
· The Abbasids took their name from al-Abbas, a paternal uncle of Muhammad and early supporter of the Prophet

· Their close kinship to Muhammad and the position of al-Abbas as a Companion of the Prophet served them well in gaining support

· What made the Abbasid seizure of the caliphate unique was the heavy reliance on client Muslims, or mawali (non-Arab) Muslims

· As the centralized power of the caliphate declined, the Abbasids remained as caliphs until 1030 but they were only figureheads as local leaders began to exercise more power
Mamluks – 

· Turkish slaves

· Established a new capital at Samarra in Iraq

· The Mamluks were originally slave boys of the Abbasid caliphs 
· The word “mamluk” just means slave

·  Starting around 850 C.E., the Abbasid caliphs captured or bought young boys who were not Muslims as slaves and brought them up to be Sunni Muslim soldiers in a slave army

· These men made a great army and there soon got to be more and more Mamluks

· During the 1100s C.E., other Mamluks worked for sultans in Egypt and Syria, but little by little the sultans had less power and the Mamluks gained power

· In 1244, the Mamluks conquered Jerusalem from the Crusaders 
· A member of one of the armies of slaves that won political control of several Muslim states during the post-classical era

· Under the Ayyūbid sultanate, Mamluk generals used their power to establish a dynasty that ruled Egypt and Syria from 1250 to 1517

· The name is derived from an Arabic word for slave

Japanese Feudalism – 

· Established in the 1100s by Minamoto Yoritomo (Kamakura Shogunate)

· Under Japanese feudalism, the emperor became a mere figurehead while political power resided in the shogun or most powerful lord of Japan

· The daimyo or landowners were below the shogun

· The daimyo divided their land among lesser samurai

· Samurai were skilled warriors on horseback

· Peasants worked the land

The Delhi Sultanate –

· A kingdom set up by Islamic invaders of the Indian subcontinent under their leader, the sultan, after they defeated the Hindus in Delhi in 1206

· This continued the spread of Islam throughout northern India over the next two hundred years

· The Mughal leader Babur destroyed the Delhi Sultanate in 1526
The T’ang Dynasty – 

· The T’ang Dynasty ruled over China from 618 to 907 C.E.

· Under Emperor Xuanzong, China expanded into parts of Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, and Korea

· The dynasty eventually collapsed, because of the efforts of powerful local warlords

· This era is known for its poetry, its development of a transportation and communication network, and its tribute system (where independent countries sent ambassadors to China with gifts to acknowledge the supremacy of the emperor)

· Along with the Song Dynasty, it is considered the golden age of China

· A Chinese dynasty that succeeded the short-lived Sui Dynasty (581–618)

· It developed a successful form of government and administration on the Sui model, and stimulated a cultural and artistic flowering that amounted to a golden age

· The Tang dynasty – like most – rose in duplicity and murder, and it subsided into a kind of anarchy

· But at its apex, in the early 8th century, the splendor of its arts and its cultural milieu made it a model for the world

· Trade and urbanization flourished

· The arts flourished

· Neo-Confucianism was adopted

· The examination system was used

· The second Tang emperor, Li Shimin, known by the temple name Taizong, succeeded to the throne in 626 by murdering two brothers and forcing the abdication of his father, but he became one of the greatest emperors China has known

· He adjusted the balance of the court aristocracy to equalize regional influences and expanded both the Sui use of examinations in literature and culture for hiring civil servants and the Sui system of high-quality schools at the capital

· He further enshrined the classics and published a standard edition

· He defeated his eastern Turkish enemies and spread disunity among those in the west, expanding China farther westward than ever before

· One of the most remarkable women in Chinese history, Wu Zhao intrigued her way into the role of empress during the reign of the Gaozong emperor (649–683)

· She took up residence in Luoyang (the eastern capital) and ruthlessly aggrandized her role by inflating the bureaucracy during Gaozong’s illness

· Despite her excesses, she maintained a steady grip on the government until she was in her 80s, when she was forced to abdicate
· The dynasty reached the peak of its wealth and power during the early 8th century, which was a golden age for its arts

· The aristocracy, scattered, murdered, and incarcerated under the empress Wuhou, was restored and oversaw an era of reform
· In the second half of the 9th century, the government grew weaker, and rebellions recurred; the dynasty declined until 907, when it collapsed into a scattering of independent kingdoms that withstood unification for more than 50 years

Wu Zhao – 

· Wu Zhao was the first (and, so far, only) Empress of China

· Wu Zhao came to power during the T’ang Dynasty upon the death of her husband, Emperor Gaozong

· She was a competent ruler, showing compassion toward peasants and no mercy for her opponents

· Also called Wu Zetian
· Also rose from concubinage to become empress of China during the T’ang dynasty (618–907)

· She ruled effectively for many years, the last 15 (690–705) in her own name

· During her reign, T’ang rule was consolidated, and the empire was unified

· She continued to eliminate potential rivals, even when these were her own relatives, but she governed the empire with great efficiency, employing able men who clearly felt loyalty to her and stood by her when she was challenged

· Her great ability as an administrator, her courage, decisive character, and readiness to use ruthless means against any opponent, however highly placed, won her the respect, if not the love, of the court

· Wu Zhao was also the most important early supporter of the Indian religion of Buddhism, which during her rule surpassed the native Confucian and Taoist faiths in influence within the T’ang realm
The Song Dynasty – 

· Coming off of a period of restlessness following the collapse of the T’ang Dynasty, Emperor Taizu took power in 960

· His rule marked the reunification of China under the Song Dynasty

· This dynasty experienced a long stretch of peace and prosperity, but eventually fell to the Jurchen and then the Mongols in 1270

· Under this dynasty, China developed printing processes and gunpowder

· The empire’s roads and communication networks were also improved

· Along with the T’ang Dynasty, the Song Dynasty is considered the golden age of China

· Footbinding became increasingly popular during the Song Dynasty as did Neo-Confucianism

· Chinese dynasty that ruled the country during one of its most brilliant cultural epochs

· Instituted a competent and pragmatic civil service and followed Confucian principles

· During the Song period, commerce developed to an unprecedented extent; trade guilds were organized, paper currency came into increasing use, and several cities with populations of more than 1,000,000 flourished along the principal waterways and the southeast coast

· Widespread printing of the Confucian Classics and the use of movable type, beginning in the 11th century, brought literature and learning to the people

· Flourishing private academies and state schools graduated increasing numbers of competitors for the civil service examinations
· The Song dynasty is particularly noted for the great artistic achievements that it encouraged and, in part, subsidized

· For the diversity and richness of its cultural achievements, the Song dynasty is remembered as one of China’s greatest

Genghis Khan (Chinggis Khan) – 

· Unified the Mongol tribes

· Began the Mongol conquest of much of Asia

· Led to the creation of the Mongol Empire, the largest contiguous land-based empire

· First conquest was China in 1234

· His army swept across central and western Asia

· Between 1206 and his death in 1227, conquered nearly 12 million square miles of territory – more than any individual in history

· Harsh towards those who resisted but spared those who surrendered

· Used psychological warfare

· Religiously tolerant

· Along with the bow and the horse, the Mongols most potent weapon may have been their vast communication network

· One of his earliest decrees as Khan involved the formation of a mounted courier service known as the “Yam” 
· This medieval express consisted of a well-organized series of post houses and way stations strung out across the whole of the Empire

· By stopping to rest or take on a fresh mount every few miles, official riders could often travel as far as 200 miles a day
The Hanseatic League – 

· Hanseatic League, also called Hansa, was an organization founded by north German towns and German merchant communities abroad to protect their mutual trading interests

· The league dominated commercial activity in northern Europe from the 13th to the 15th century

· Hanse was a medieval German word for “guild,” or “association,” derived from a Gothic word for “troop,” or “company”

· An alliance between feudalistic towns

· Partnership had an economic basis; the league controlled trade throughout a large portion of northern Europe

· The Hanseatic League, among other leagues, marked the beginning of a trend toward nationhood and increased social mobility among classes

The Hapsburgs of Austria – 

· The name Habsburg is derived from the castle of Habsburg, or Habichtsburg (“Hawk’s Castle”), built in 1020 by Werner, bishop of Strasbourg, and his brother-in-law, Count Radbot, in the Aargau overlooking the Aar River, in what is now Switzerland

· Albert IV’s son Rudolf IV of Habsburg was elected German king as Rudolf I in 1273

· It was he who, in 1282, bestowed Austria and Styria on his two sons Albert and Rudolf

· From that date the identification of the Habsburgs with Austria begins 
· A family that through a series of carefully planned marriages with other royalty, created an enormous empire stretching from Austria and Germany to Spain

Mansa Musa – 

· The most significant ruler of the West African kingdom of Mali

· Built a capital at Timbuktu

· Timbuktu became an important center for commerce and Islamic scholarship

· Expanded his kingdom beyond the bounds of the previous kingdom of Ghana

· Islamic ruler (showing the presence of cultural diffusion in the region due to Trans-Saharan trade)

· Took a famous pilgrimage to Mecca with so many gold-carrying servants and camels that he became famous throughout many lands

· On his famous pilgrimage, Mansa Musa’s prodigious generosity and piety, as well as the fine clothes and exemplary behavior of his followers, created a most favorable impression

· Controlled Trans-Saharan trade (North African salt and other goods for West African gold)

· Ibn Battuta, the great Muslim traveler who travelled over 75,000 miles mostly in Dar al-Islam [the abode of Islam], visited Mansa Musa’s court

· Unfortunately, subsequent rulers of the kingdom were not as skilled as Mansa Musa and the kingdom slowly declined after his reign
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The Mongol Empire – 
· The Mongols built a vast empire stretching from the Pacific Ocean to the Black Sea in the 1200s and 1300s

· Unified by Chinggis (Genghis) Khan, the Mongols were skilled warriors on horseback and with their superior cavalry were able to conquer many lands

· Engaged in psychological warfare – “Surrender and be spared; resist and perish”

· Were religiously tolerant

· Conquered China, Russia, and Persia

· Did not use the examination system in China

· Established the Yuan Dynasty in China under Khubilai (Kublai) Khan

· In Persia, a Mongol ruler converted to Islam

· In Russia, ruled Russia from their homeland in the steppes (treeless grasslands in Central Asia)

· In Russia, destroyed the city of Kiev (princes refused to pay the tribute) but elevated Moscow (princes became tribute collectors)

· Secured the trade routes on the Silk Roads

· Trade therefore flourished on the Silk Roads

· The empire allowed different regions to exchange goods, ideas, and cultures

· Through this process, Mongols went from being illiterate, nomadic people to being assimilated into the cultures of some of the people they conquered

· Never conquered Japan although tried twice

The Mongols – 

· Were a nomadic people who conquered a vast empire in Asia in the 1200s and 1300s

· Invaded China in 1234

· Destroyed Baghdad in 1258 thereby ending the Islamic Abbasid Dynasty

· Conquered Russia

· Were religiously tolerant

· Engaged in psychological warfare

· Had a superior cavalry

· Never conquered Japan although twice tried

· United by Chinggis (Genghis) Khan

· Established the Yuan Dynasty in China under Khubilai (Kublai) Khan 
Yuan Dynasty – 

· When the Mongols conquered the Chinese Song Dynasty in 1279, they established the Yuan Dynasty

· The Mongol reign was short-lived, ending when the Mongols were driven from China in the 1300s

· 1206–1368

· The Mongol dynasty, renamed the Yuan in 1271, proceeded to set up a Chinese-style administration

· The Yuan Dynasty was the first dynasty to make Beijing its capital

· The Yuan rebuilt the Grand Canal and put the roads and postal stations in good order; and their rule coincided with new cultural achievements, including the development of the novel as a literary form

· The vast size of the empire resulted in more extensive foreign trade and foreign intercourse than at any other time before the modern period

· Unlike other rulers of China, the Mongols were never totally Sinicized (to make Chinese in character or form)
· They continued to maintain their separateness from the native population and utilized foreigners, such as the European traveler Marco Polo, to staff the government bureaucracy

· The Mongols never adopted the civil service examination system or meritocracy based on Confucianism and Chinese history 

Bubonic Plague – 

· Or Black Death

· Began in Asia in the fourteenth century

· Transmitted by merchants along European trade routes

· The plague wiped out entire communities and killed almost a third of the people in western Europe

· The Black Death sped up the decline of feudal society, because many manors were put out of commission after the deaths of their owners and workers

Tamerlane (Timur Lang) –

· When the Mongols invaded India, they were led by Timur Lang (sometimes called Tamerlane)

· He and his warriors destroyed almost everything in sight and killed thousands of people, before leaving as quickly as they came in 

· The sultanate was destroyed, but soon after Timur Lang and the Mongols pulled out, the sultanate was restored

· Turkic conqueror, chiefly remembered for the barbarity of his conquests from India and Russia to the Mediterranean Sea and for the cultural achievements of his dynasty

· Timur was a member of the Turkicized Barlas tribe, a Mongol subgroup 

· 1336 – 1405
· In 1398, Timur invaded India on the pretext that the Muslim sultans of Delhi were showing excessive tolerance to their Hindu subjects

· He crossed the Indus River and left a trail of carnage as he marched on Delhi

· Timur set out before the end of 1399 on his last great expedition, in order to punish the Mamluk sultan of Egypt and the Ottoman sultan Bayezid I for their seizures of certain of his territories

· More interested in conquest than ruling, he usually returned to his capital, Samarkand and died from fever
Renaissance – 

· The Renaissance, or “rebirth,” was a cultural movement that originated in fourteenth century Florence, an Italian city-state, and spread throughout Europe over the next three centuries

· It was marked by a focus on literature, art, philosophy, science, politics, and religion through a humanistic framework

· Realism and human emotion and expression were emphasized in the arts

· Creativity in the arts occurred

· Humanism and secularism were important Renaissance ideas

· Wealth from trade in the Italian city-states allowed for patrons to sponsor artists and for the creation of beautiful works of art

· Toward the end of the 14th century C.E., a handful of Italian thinkers declared that they were living in a new age

· The barbarous, unenlightened “Middle Ages” were over, they said; the new age would be a “rinascità” (“rebirth”) of learning and literature, art and culture

· This was the birth of the period now known as the Renaissance

· For centuries, scholars have agreed that the Italian Renaissance (another word for “rebirth”) happened just that way: that between the 14th century and the 17th century, a new, modern way of thinking about the world and man’s place in it replaced an old, backward one

· In fact, the Renaissance (in Italy and in other parts of Europe) was considerably more complicated than that: For one thing, in many ways the period we call the Renaissance was not so different from the era that preceded it

· However, many of the scientific, artistic and cultural achievements of the so-called Renaissance do share common themes–most notably the humanistic belief that man was the center of his own universe
Humanism – 

· Describes a shift in philosophy that took place during the Renaissance in Europe

· Advocates the inherent worth and dignity of the individual

· Encourages one focus on human endeavors and the here-and-now versus fulfillment in the afterlife

· Focus on individuality was important

· Humanist writers were concerned with worldly or secular subjects rather than strictly religious themes

· Glorified the individual and believed that man was the measure of all things and had unlimited potential

· The defining concept of the Renaissance was humanism, a literary movement that began in Italy during the fourteenth century

Christian Humanism – 

· The belief that the moral guidelines of the Christian religion should be observed as people pursue their individual goals as humanists

· It is a combination of Christianity and humanism

· Humanism was a Renaissance belief that emphasized the human potential to attain excellence and the inherent worth and dignity of the individual 
· Humanists also stressed the potential value and goodness of human beings, emphasized common human needs, and sought rational ways of solving human problems

Sir Thomas More –

· Sir Thomas More of England wrote Utopia during the Renaissance

· This book described an ideal society where wealth was shared and every member of society’s needs were met

· More was a Christian Humanist who believed in following moral guidelines in the Christian tradition

· In 1516, he published his most important work “Utopia” – a description of an imaginary republic ruled by reason and intended to contrast with the strife-ridden reality of contemporary European politics

· More remained a passionate defender of Catholic orthodoxy – writing pamphlets against heresy, banning unorthodox books, and even taking responsibility when chancellor for the interrogation of heretics
· When Henry declared himself “supreme head of the Church in England” – thus establishing the Anglican Church and allowing him to end his marriage – More resigned the chancellorship

· He continued to argue against the king’s divorce and the split with Rome, and in 1534 was arrested after refusing to swear an oath of succession repudiating the pope and accepting the annulment of Henry’s marriage

· He was tried for treason at Westminster and on 6 July 1535 was executed on Tower Hill
Leonardo da Vinci and Donatello – 

· In the fifteenth century, humanist painters and sculptors such as Leonardo da Vinci and Donatello portrayed the human figure in the most realistic way possible

· They used light and shadow to add a realistic quality to their art

· Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519) was a painter, architect, inventor, and student of all things scientific

· Da Vinci’s natural genius crossed so many disciplines that he epitomized the term “Renaissance man” 
· Today he remains best known for his art, including two paintings that remain among the world’s most famous and admired, Mona Lisa and The Last Supper
· Donatello’s powerful expressivity of his art made him the greatest sculptor of the early Renaissance

Medici Family – 

· Ruled Florence and surrounding areas during the Renaissance

· The family patronized some of the greatest artists of the time, such as Michelangelo, Donatello, and Brunelleschi

· The Medicis contributed to the architecture of the city as well

· Several members of the Medici family became popes

· The Medici family, also known as the House of Medici, first attained wealth and political power in Florence in the 13th century through its success in commerce and banking

· Beginning in 1434 with the rise to power of Cosimo de’ Medici (or Cosimo the Elder), the family’s support of the arts and humanities made Florence into the cradle of the Renaissance, a cultural flowering rivaled only by that of ancient Greece

· The Medicis produced four popes (Leo X, Clement VII, Pius IV and Leon XI), and their genes have been mixed into many of Europe’s royal families

· The last Medici ruler died without a male heir in 1737, ending the family dynasty after almost three centuries

Niccolò Machiavelli – 

· In 1517, Niccolo Machiavelli published The Prince, a handbook to explain to rulers how to maintain their power

· Encouraged leaders that it is better to be feared than loved

· And that the ends justify the means

· The book suggested that the monarchy should be separate from the church, and that leaders should act in the interests of their states rather than on the basis of vague moral tenets or beliefs

· The Prince was first published as a pamphlet in 1513

· In it, Machiavelli outlined his vision of an ideal leader: an amoral, calculating tyrant for whom the end justifies the means
· Even today, the term “Machiavellian” is used to describe an action undertaken for gain without regard for right or wrong

Erasmus – 

· A Christian Humanist

· One of the most famous learned men of the Renaissance

· Advised kings and popes and is best known for writing In Praise of Folly, a satire of the most foolish political moves to date

· Many of his early works attacked corruption and superstition in the church and his famous satire advocated a return to a more simple Christianity

Van Eyck Brothers – 

· The Dutch Van Eyck brothers embraced the naturalism of the Italian painters of the Renaissance

· They became famous for their portraits because they painted subjects realistically and did not fill their paintings with religious or symbolic objects

· Naturalistic panel paintings

Albrecht Dürer –

· Albrecht Dürer was a painter and printmaker generally regarded as the greatest German Renaissance artist

· His vast body of work includes altarpieces and religious works, numerous portraits and self-portraits, and copper engravings

· Like the Dutch Van Eyck brothers, he embraced the naturalism of the Italian painters of the Renaissance

William Shakespeare – 

· One of the most famous European writers of the Renaissance

· His works represented humanism to the extreme and reflected the era’s focus on the politics and mythology of classical civilization

· His notable plays include Julius Caesar, Romeo and Juliet, and Titus Andronicus
· Also called the English national poet and considered by many to be the greatest dramatist of all time

· Considered the greatest English-speaking writer in history and known as England’s national poet, William Shakespeare (1564-1616) has had more theatrical works performed than any other playwright

· Shakespeare is believed to have influenced the English language more than any other writer in history, coining – or, at the very least, popularizing – terms and phrases that still regularly crop up in everyday conversation

· Examples include the words “fashionable” (“Troilus and Cressida”), “sanctimonious” (“Measure for Measure”), “eyeball” (“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”) and “lackluster” (“As You Like It”); and the expressions “foregone conclusion” (“Othello”), “in a pickle” (“The Tempest”), “wild goose chase” (“Romeo and Juliet”) and “one fell swoop” (“Macbeth”)

· Shakespeare wrote during the Elizabeth Era

· Shakespeare lived during a remarkable period of English history, a time of relative political stability that followed and preceded eras of extensive upheaval

· Elizabeth I became the Queen of England in 1558, six years before Shakespeare's birth

· During her 45-year reign, London became a cultural and commercial center where learning and literature thrived – a golden age

The Hundred Years’ War – 
· 1337 – 1453

· Was a series of wars between England and France over French territory

· Eventually resulted in England’s retreat from France, which allowed France to centralize its power under a series of monarchs known as the Bourbons

Joan of Arc – 

· A French farm girl

· Convinced French leaders that she was divinely inspired to free France from English rule

· French authorities provided her with an army, and she forced the English out of Orléans, seen as a significant accomplishment during the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453) 
· Unfortunately, she was later captured, tried by the English, and burned at the stake

· By the time she was officially canonized in 1920, the Maid of Orléans (as she was known) had long been considered one of history’s greatest saints, and an enduring symbol of French unity and nationalism
Osman Bey – 

· In 1299, Osman Bey founded the Muslim Ottoman Empire in Anatolia (a region in eastern Turkey) as the Mongol Empire fell

· Regarded as the founder of the Ottoman Turkish state

· During his reign, the Ottoman Empire grew to be a significant threat to the Byzantine Empire

· Osman and the Muslim frontier warriors (Ghazis) under his command waged a slow and stubborn conflict against the Byzantines, who sought to defend their territories in the hinterland of the Asiatic shore opposite Constantinople (now Istanbul)

· Osman gradually extended his control over several former Byzantine fortresses
The Ottoman Empire – 

· The Turks came to dominate most of modern-day Turkey as the Ottoman Empire (1300s to 1922) grew in the fourteenth century

· In 1453, the Turks invaded Constantinople, ending the Byzantine Empire, and made the city their capital, renaming it Istanbul

· The early Ottomans were tolerant of Jews and Christians in their millet system

· Eventually, the Turks conquered most of the land previously belonging to the Byzantine Empire

· As the empire grew, so did religious persecution

· The Ottoman Empire, empire created by Turkish tribes in Anatolia, was one of the most powerful states in the world during the 15th and 16th centuries

· It spanned more than 600 years and came to an end only in 1922, when it was replaced by the Turkish Republic and various successor states in southeastern Europe and the Middle East

· At its height the empire included most of southeastern Europe to the gates of Vienna, including modern Hungary, Serbia, Bosnia, Romania, Greece, and Ukraine; Iraq, Syria, Israel, and Egypt; North Africa as far west as Algeria; and most of the Arabian Peninsula
Selim I – 

· Selim I came to power in the Ottoman Empire in 1512 and oversaw much of the empire’s expansion

· Selim asserted he was the rightful heir to Islamic tradition under the Arab caliphs

· Because of Selim’s claims, Istanbul became the center of Islamic civilization

· Extended the empire to Syria, the Hejaz (west Saudi Arabia on Red Sea), and Egypt

· Raised the Ottomans to leadership of the Muslim world

Suleiman the Magnificent – 

· In 1520, Suleiman the Magnificent (Suleiman I) rose to power in the Ottoman Empire

· He built up the military and encouraged the development of the arts

· During his reign, the empire experienced a golden age from 1520 until 1566

· The Ottomans took over parts of Hungary in this period and tried to move into Austria

· However, they failed to take Vienna and were not able to expand further

· Süleyman I was also known as Süleyman the Magnificent or the Lawgiver
· A significant sultan of the Ottoman Empire from 1520 to 1566 who not only undertook bold military campaigns that enlarged his realm but also oversaw the development of what came to be regarded as the most characteristic achievements of Ottoman civilization in the fields of law, literature, art, and architecture

· Süleyman surrounded himself with administrators and statesmen of unusual ability, men such as his grand viziers (chief ministers) İbrahim, Rüstem, and Mehmed Sokollu

· Ulama (Islamic scholars), notably Abū al-Suʿūd (Hoca Çelebi) and Kemalpaşazade, made the period memorable, as did the great Turkish poet Bâkî  and the architect Sinan

· Süleyman built strong fortresses to defend the places he took from the Christians and adorned the cities of the Islamic world (including Mecca, Damascus, and Baghdad) with mosques, bridges, aqueducts, and other public works

· In general, Süleyman completed the task of transforming the previously Byzantine city of Constantinople into Istanbul, a worthy center for a great Turkish and Islamic empire

· He laid siege to Vienna but difficulties of time and distance and of bad weather and lack of supplies, no less than the resistance of the Christians, forced the sultan to raise the siege
The Ming Dynasty – 

· Overthrew the Yuan Dynasty or Mongol Dynasty

· Following the collapse of the Yuan Dynasty (the Mongol Dynasty) in China, the Ming Dynasty marked the return of traditional Chinese culture and ways, a return to the traditional style of Chinese rule

· The Ming built a strong centralized government based on traditional Confucian principles

· The Ming reinstated the civil service examination system

· The Ming removed Mongolian influence by reinvigorating Chinese culture

· The Ming dynasty lasted from 1368 to 1644

· Founded by Zhu Yuanzhang, a man of humble origins who later assumed the reign title of Hongwu, the Ming became one of the most stable but also one of the most autocratic of all Chinese dynasties

· The basic governmental structure established by the Ming was continued by the subsequent Qing or Manchu dynasty which followed the Ming dynasty and lasted until the imperial institution was abolished in 1911

· The civil service system was perfected during the Ming and then became stratified; almost all the top Ming officials entered the bureaucracy by passing a government examination

· The voyages of Zheng He occurred during the Ming Dynasty

· Ming architecture is largely undistinguished with the Forbidden City, a palace built in Beijing in the 15th century by the Yongle emperor

· From 1405 until 1433, the Chinese imperial eunuch Zheng He led seven ocean expeditions for the Ming emperor 
· These missions were astonishing as much for their distance as for their size: during the first ones, Zheng He traveled all the way from China to Southeast Asia and then on to India, all the way to major trading sites on India’s southwest coast

· In his fourth voyage, he traveled to the Persian Gulf

· But for the three last voyages, Zheng went even further, all the way to the east coast of Africa

· What was even more impressive about these voyages was that they were done with hundreds of huge ships and tens of thousands of sailors and other passengers

· Over sixty of the three hundred seventeen ships on the first voyage were enormous “Treasure Ships,” sailing vessels over 400 hundred feet long, 160 feet wide, with several stories, nine masts and twelve sails, and luxurious staterooms complete with balconies

· The likes of these ships had never before been seen in the world, and it would not be until World War I that such an armada would be assembled again

· Though sponsored by Emperor Yongle, the voyages of Zheng He abruptly ended after the emperor’s death

· Subsequent rulers felt the expeditions were a waste of resources as they viewed China as the “Middle Kingdom” and viewed the outside world as having little of value to offer
Zheng He – 

· In the early fifteenth century, Zheng He, a Chinese navigator, led fleets throughout southeast Asia and the Indian Ocean, sailing all the way to East Africa

· He reached the East African coast a century before the Europeans did the same

· Zheng He was the son of a ḥājjī, a Muslim who had made the pilgrimage to Mecca

· When he was about 10 years old, Yunnan, the last Mongol hold in China, was reconquered by Chinese forces led by generals of the newly established Ming Dynasty

· The young Zheng He was among the boys who were captured, castrated, and sent into the army as orderlies

· By 1390, when these troops were placed under the command of the prince of Yan, Zheng He had distinguished himself as a junior officer, skilled in war and diplomacy; he also made influential friends at court

· Zheng He was selected by the Emperor to be commander in chief of the missions to the “Western Oceans”

· He first set sail in 1405, commanding 62 ships and 27,800 men

· The fleet visited Champa (now in southern Vietnam), Siam (Thailand), Malacca (Melaka), and Java; then through the Indian Ocean to Calicut (Kozhikode) and Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

· Zheng He’s seventh and final voyage left China in the winter of 1431, visiting the states of Southeast Asia, the coast of India, the Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, and the east coast of Africa

· He died in Calicut in the spring of 1433, and the fleet returned to China that summer

· After the seventh voyage, the expeditions were halted and China turned inward, believing that the outside world had little to offer the “Middle Kingdom”
Early Modern (1450 – 1750):

Aztec Civilization – 

· Arrived in central Mexico in the mid-1200s

· Known for its expansionist policy and militarism

· Able to build an empire of 12 million

· Collected tribute and levied high taxes but allowed a certain degree of autonomy of conquered peoples

· Pyramid-builders

· Polytheistic

· Markets and high degree of commercial activity

· Belief in providing human blood to ensure the sun’s rising every day

· Desire for human sacrifice victims encouraged conquest and warfare

· Capital – Tenochtitlán
· Chinampas or Floating Gardens
Montezuma – 

· A ruler of the Aztec Empire

· Was in power when Hernán Cortés arrived in Central Mexico from Spain

· Cortés was a Spanish conquistador 

· Initially, Montezuma mistook Cortés for a god because the Aztecs had never seen such a pale man or a horse before (it is important to remember that the Americas lacked domesticated animals)

· Montezuma sent Cortés gold as an offering but this only fueled the Spaniards desire for gold (“God, Glory, and Gold”)
· The Spaniards seized Montezuma and then began a siege of Tenochtitlán
· By 1525, Montezuma had lost his empire to Spain

Tenochtitlán –

· Was the capital of the Aztec Empire beginning in the mid-1200s and what is now Mexico City

· At the time of the Spanish conquest in 1521, the Aztec capital city of Tenochtitlán was among the largest cities in the world, with perhaps as many as 200,000 inhabitants

· In less than 200 years, it evolved from a small settlement on an island in the western swamps of Lake Texcoco into the powerful political, economic, and religious center of the greatest empire of Pre-Columbian Mexico

· Tenochtitlán was a city of great wealth, obtained through the spoils of tribute from conquered regions

· Of astounding beauty and impressive scale, its towering pyramids were painted in bright red and blue, and its palaces in dazzling white

· Colorful, busy markets with a bewildering array of foods and luxuries impressed native visitors and conquering Spaniards alike

· Built largely upon land reclaimed from Lake Texcoco, the city was laid out on a grid, inspired by the still visible ruins of the ancient city of Teotihuacan of a thousand years earlier

· Its network of streets and canals teemed with canoes that transported people and goods within the city and across the lake to towns on the shore, to which it was linked by three raised causeways

· Two aqueducts supplied fresh water

· At the heart of Tenochtitlan was the Sacred Precinct, the religious and ceremonial center not just of the city, but of the empire as well

· Surrounded by a masonry wall of serpents, this enclave of about 380 by 330 yards could hold more than 8,000 people within its precincts

· The temples of the most important Aztec gods were here

· On a fateful day in August 1521, life in this magnificent urban center changed forever

· Shortly after the fall of Tenochtitlán, the Spaniards razed the already devastated city and built the capital of the Viceroyalty of New Spain on its ruins

· They named the new metropolis Mexico City, which today, again, is one of the most populous cities in the world
Inca Civilization – 
· Centered in the Andes Mountains of Peru

· Engaged in terrace farming on mountains

· Used a quipu or knotted rope to record information

· Had a welfare system and provided for the sick, widow, elderly, and orphan

· Used the mita system

· The mita was a labor tax on male citizens of the empire, which required them to serve on work projects for a specific period of time each year

· Entire cities were sometimes built to house the work forces who were fed by the state during their mita tenure

· Bridges, temples, agricultural developments, roads, and government buildings were all built through the mita system of taxation

· Controlled over 2,000 miles of the coastline of South America during the 1400s

· The Incas had a professional army, a bureaucratic government organization, a unified language, and complex roads and tunnels

· Their efficient farming practices supported large cities

· Their religion was polytheistic and involved human and animal sacrifice

· The Incas are known for their excellent architecture; several ruins exist to this day

Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand –
· Queen Isabella, the ruler of Castille (present-day central Spain), united Spain by marrying Ferdinand, heir to the Spanish Kingdom of Aragon, in 1469

· The couple enlisted the support of the Roman Catholic Church and forced non-Christians (mostly Muslims and Jews) to convert to Christianity or leave Spain during the Spanish Inquisition

· Ferdinand and Isabella incorporated a number of independent Spanish dominions into their kingdom and in 1478 introduced the Spanish Inquisition, a powerful and brutal force of homogenization in Spanish society

· In 1492, the reconquest of Granada from the Moors was completed, and the crown ordered all Spanish Jews to convert to Christianity or face expulsion from Spain

· Four years later, Spanish Muslims were handed a similar order
· In 1492, Christopher Columbus, an Italian explorer sponsored by Isabella and Ferdinand, arrived in the Americas for Europe and claimed the rich, unspoiled territory for Spain

· Ferdinand and Isabella’s subsequent decision to encourage vigorous colonial activity in the Americas led to a period of great prosperity and imperial supremacy for Spain
Spanish Inquisition – 

· The Spanish Inquisition, begun by Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand in newly united Spain, was a movement to force all citizens of Spain to convert to Christianity or leave the country

· The Spanish Monarchy’s alignment with the Roman Catholic Church during the Inquisition led to tremendous Spanish wealth and glory through imperialism

· Spain spread its language, customs, and religion to a large portion of the Americas

· With its large Muslim and Jewish populations, medieval Spain was the only multiracial and multireligious country in Western Europe, and much of the development of Spanish civilization in religion, literature, art, and architecture during the later Middle Ages stemmed from this fact

· The Jews had served Spain and its monarchs well, providing an active commercial class and an educated elite for many administrative posts

· By the late 14th century, however, the status of the Jews in Christian Spain began to change

· Their former protectors, the monarchs in Spain, began to restrict the rights and privileges of the Jews, and the devastation caused by the Black Death led to increased popular hostility, as many believed that the plague was a plot devised by Jews to destroy Christianity

· The pogroms of 1391 were especially significant because of the subsequent mass conversion of Jews to Christianity in response to the violence perpetrated against them.

· The conversos and Marranos – the “new Christians” – became a highly controversial group throughout Spain

· Many of these converted Jews and their descendants assumed important positions in government and society and associated themselves with powerful noble families

· Conversos also achieved economic power and prosperity, which inspired increasing hatred of them by the “old Christians,” who already questioned the sincerity of their conversions

· The wealth of the conversos created jealousy and their uncertain conversions hatred in a population that traditionally saw itself as the defender of Christianity against the infidel

· The first inquisitor general, Tomás de Torquemada, himself from a converso family, at once started a propaganda campaign against the Jews

· In 1492 he persuaded the Catholic Monarchs to expel all Jews who refused to be baptized

· Isabella and most of her contemporaries looked upon this expulsion of more than 160,000 of her subjects as a pious duty

· At the moment when the country needed all its economic resources to sustain its new European position and its overseas empire, however, it was deprived of many of its most economically active citizens and was laid open to exploitation by German and Italian financiers

Christopher Columbus – 

· Italian-born explorer 
· Convinced Spain to finance his voyage to reach Asia by traveling west
· Believed that the earth was round but did not think it was as large as some scholars had estimated
· In 1492, he reached Cuba and the American continents, mistakenly thinking they were China and India, and paved the way for the European exploration of the Americas
Treaty of Tordesillas – 

· In 1494, Portugal and Spain were fighting over the newly discovered lands in the Americas

· The countries drew up the Treaty of Tordesillas, which drew a north-south line of demarcation through the western Atlantic Ocean

· The treaty declared that everything to the east of the line (including modern-day Brazil) belonged to Portugal and everything west of the line belonged to Spain

· No other European powers facing the Atlantic Ocean ever accepted this papal disposition or the subsequent agreement deriving from it
· The Spanish-born pope Alexander VI issued bulls setting up a line of demarcation from pole to pole 100 leagues (about 320 miles) west of the Cape Verde Islands

· Spain was given exclusive rights to all newly discovered and undiscovered lands in the region west of the line

· Portuguese expeditions were to keep to the east of the line

· Neither power was to occupy any territory already in the hands of a Christian ruler

Vasco da Gama – 

· In 1497, Portuguese navigator and explorer Vasco da Gama rounded the Cape of Good Hope in Africa

· He explored the kingdoms of east Africa and traveled to India, where he set up trade relations between Portugal and India

· The Portuguese nobleman Vasco da Gama (1460-1524) sailed from Lisbon in 1497 on a mission to reach India and open a sea route from Europe to the East

· After sailing down the western coast of Africa and rounding the Cape of Good Hope, his expedition made numerous stops in Africa before reaching the trading post of Calicut, India, in May 1498

· Da Gama received a hero’s welcome back in Portugal, and was sent on a second expedition to India in 1502, during which he brutally clashed with Muslim traders in the region

· Two decades later, da Gama again returned to India, this time as Portuguese viceroy; he died there of an illness in late 1524
· Vasco da Gama circumnavigated Africa and arrived in India; he, therefore, discovered an all-water route to Asia for the Europeans

Juan Ponce de León – 

· Explored Florida on behalf of Spain in 1513
· Was searching for the fountain of youth, which was reputed to be in the region
· A few years later, he returned to Florida to colonize the area for Spain
· Spanish explorer who founded the first European settlement on Puerto Rico Puerto and who is credited with being the first European to reach Florida

Vasco Núñez de Balboa –

· A Spanish explorer and conquistador

· He traveled throughout Central America on behalf of his country in 1513

· He is commonly regarded as the first European to spot the Pacific Ocean

· The 16th-century Spanish conquistador and explorer Vasco Núñez de Balboa (1475-1519) helped establish the first stable settlement on the South American continent at Darién, on the coast of the Isthmus of Panama

· In 1513, while leading an expedition in search of gold, he sighted the Pacific Ocean

· Balboa claimed the ocean and all of its shores for Spain, opening the way for later Spanish exploration and conquest along the western coast of South America

· Balboa’s achievement and ambition posed a threat to Pedro Arias Dávila, the Spanish governor of Darién, who falsely accused him of treason and had him executed in early 1519

Columbian Exchange – 

· The great cultural diffusion that occurred as a result of Columbus’ accidental arrival in the Americas

· The two-way exchange of goods, weapons, ideas, people, and even diseases between Europe, Africa, and the New Americas after the Americas were conquered and colonized by Spain and Portugal

· The Americas gained horse, pigs, goats, chili peppers, and sugar cane from Europe and Africa

· The Americas gave to other lands beans, corn, potatoes, squash and cacao

The Atlantic Slave Trade – 

· 1500s to 1800s

· Africans were forcibly taken from Africa to the Americas

· The African’s forced journey from Africa to the Americas was known as the Middle Passage

· Africans replaced dying Native American Indians in the Americas and were forced to labor as slaves on plantations

· Some African rulers cooperated in the trade and provided Europeans with slaves

· Europeans were largely confined to the coast due to tropical diseases

· Some Africans resisted the trade

· Africans were transported to the Americas under horrific and squalid conditions on transatlantic voyages

· Once in the Americas, slaves were auctioned off and sold into slavery on plantations or in mines

· Many African slaves perished from diseases, mistreatment or starvation before even reaching the Americas
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Hernán Cortés – 

· In 1519, Hernán Cortés arrived on the shores of Mexico with 500 men, looking for gold and spices
· Conquistador Hernán Cortés ignored orders and traveled to Mexico with about 500 men and 11 ships in 1519, setting his sights on overthrowing ruler Montezuma II in the Aztec capital of Tenochitilán

· The Aztecs eventually drove the Spanish from Tenochitilán, but Cortés returned to defeat the natives and take the city in 1521

· When he first arrived in the Aztec Empire, the Aztecs mistook him for a deity
· The Aztecs offered him gold, which spurred Cortés and his men to seize and conquer the Aztec Empire
· By 1525 the Spaniards’ powerful weapons and exotic diseases overwhelmed and depleted the Aztec civilization, allowing the Spanish to take over
Francisco Pizarro – 

· In 1531, Spanish explorer and conquistador, Francisco Pizarro, set out in search of the Inca civilization with a force of 200 men

· The Spaniards’ diseases, powerful weapons, and help from local enemies of the Incas resulted in the destruction of the Inca Empire and transfer of power to Pizarro by 1536

· Earlier Pizarro had entered the city of Cajamarca and took the Inca leader Atahualpa hostage

· Despite having paid a ransom to spare his life, Atahualpa was killed in 1533

· Pizarro then conquered Cuzco, another important Inca city, and founded the city of Lima, now the capital of Peru.

· Pizarro’s rivalry with another Spaniard led to conflict in 1537

· In retaliation for killing his rival, Pizarro was assassinated in June of 1541 

The Encomienda System – 

· Used in the Spanish colonies in the Americas

· A system of forced Native American Indian labor

· Native American Indians were forced to labor for Spaniards 

The Class Hierarchy of Spanish Colonial America – 

· The social structure, from top to bottom, consisted of peninsulares (born in the Iberian peninsula – Spain or Portugal – and were Spanish officials who governed the colonies), creoles (or criollos, people born to Spanish parents in the colonies – wealthy but denied the top positions in colonial government), mestizos (those with European and native American ancestry), and mulattos (those with European and African ancestry), and Native Americans and Africans also lived and worked in the colonies, but had no rights and worked on estates or in mines

Amerigo Vespucci –

· An Italian navigator who explored South America on several expeditions circa 1500

· Unlike Columbus, he realized that the continent was massive and not part of Asia

· America bears his name

Ferdinand Magellan – 

· A Portuguese explorer who sailed for Spain

· Sailed around the tip of South America to the Pacific Ocean in 1519

· He traveled from Portugal as far as the Philippines, where he passed away

· However, his crew continued his expedition and became the first crew to circumnavigate the Earth by sea

· Magellan claimed the Philippines for Spain (named after King Philip II)

Sonni Ali –

· In the mid-fifteenth century, Songhai ruler Sonni Ali conquered all of western Africa to establish the Songhai Empire, which lasted until about 1600 C.E.

· Under Sonni Ali, Timbuktu became a major cultural center with a university that housed many Islamic scholars

· Sonni ʿAlī, Sonni also spelled Sunni, also called Sonni ʿAlī Ber (Arabic: ʿAlī the Great) (died 1492) was a West African monarch who initiated the imperial expansion of the Western Sudanese kingdom of  Songhai

· His conquest of the leading Sudanese trading cities established the basis for Songhai’s future prosperity and expansion
· Controlled the Trans-Saharan salt for gold trade

· Islamic ruler of the West African kingdom of Songhai

· When Sonni ʿAlī ascended the Songhai throne c. 1464, the kingdom comprised only a small area in the upper Niger valley around its capital, the prosperous trading city of Gao

· Although the Songhai people had managed to throw off the domination of the Mali Empire, they also hoped to obtain territorial benefits, like other West African peoples, from the disintegration of Mali

· Sonni ʿAlī saw an excellent opportunity to oblige in 1468, when Muslim leaders of the city of Timbuktu (Tombouctou), formerly one of the chief cities in the empire of Mali, asked his aid in overthrowing the Tuareg, the nomadic desert Berbers who had conquered the city when Mali control declined

· After Sonni ʿAlī conquered Timbuktu and drove out the Tuareg, he plundered the city and murdered many of its inhabitants, presumably in retaliation for the Muslim leader’s failure to provide him with promised transport across the Niger River

· Little is known about the actual administration of Songhai during Sonni ʿAlī’s time except that he divided conquered territories into provinces and appointed trusted lieutenants to govern them
Charles V – 

· Inherited a very large empire when he became the king of Spain in the early 1500s

· Was a Hapsburg, and one set of his grandparents were the Hapsburgs from Austria, while the other set were Spanish monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella

· In 1519, Charles was elected Holy Roman Emperor by German princes, which added parts of France, the Netherlands, Austria, and Germany to his lands

· He retired in 1556 to a monastery and abdicated his throne

· Was the Holy Roman emperor (1519–56), king of Spain (as Charles I, 1516–56), and archduke of Austria (as Charles I, 1519–21), who inherited a Spanish and Habsburg empire extending across Europe from Spain and the Netherlands to Austria and the Kingdom of Naples and reaching overseas to Spanish America

· He struggled to hold his empire together against the growing forces of Protestantism,  increasing Turkish and French pressure, and even hostility from the Pope

· At last he yielded, abdicating his claims to the Netherlands and Spain in favor of his son Philipp II and the title of emperor to his brother Ferdinand I and retiring to a monastery

Elizabethan Age – 

· 1558-1603

· A golden age in England

· Was a time of great development of the arts, commercial expansion, exploration, and colonization in the Americas, especially after the Spanish Armada was defeated by the English fleet in 1588

· The age is named after Henry VIII’s daughter Queen Elizabeth who ruled England during this time

· Shakespeare wrote during this time period

King James I – 

· Came to power in England in 1607 after the death of Elizabeth I and united the crowns of England and Scotland

· He tried to accomplish reforms that would accommodate both Catholics and Puritans

· However, the Puritans (Calvinists) protested the king’s divine right, and many of them decided to cross the Atlantic Ocean to settle in the New World

· The Jamestown colony was named for James I

· James was a strong advocate of royal absolutism, and his conflicts with an increasingly self-assertive Parliament set the stage for the rebellion against his successor, Charles I  
King Charles I – 

· Son of James I

· Took the throne of England in 1625

· Charles’ broken promises and reluctance to call Parliament resulted in a civil war during his reign

· Oliver Cromwell and his followers in Parliament (the Roundheads) defeated the armies of Charles I (the Cavaliers)

· The king was tried and executed in 1649, leaving Cromwell in charge

Petition of Right – 

· Was a document limiting taxes and forbidding unlawful imprisonment in England in 1628

· Charles I agreed to sign the petition in exchange for Parliamentary funds, but then ignored the document after he received the money he needed from Parliament

· Claiming divine right, Charles continued to ignore the petition and ruled without calling a meeting of Parliament for eleven years

· The crisis of 1629-60 originated in Charles I’s belief that by the royal prerogative he could govern without the advice and consent of Parliament
· As a precondition to granting any future taxes, in 1628 Parliament forced the King to assent to the Petition of Right

· This asked for a settlement of Parliament’s complaints against the King’s non-parliamentary taxation and imprisonments without trial, plus the unlawfulness of martial law and forced billets

· However, the King ensured that the Petition was enrolled in such a way that there would be doubts about its force as law: it was granted by his grace, rather than “of right”
Oliver Cromwell – 
· Led the Parliament army in a successful rebellion against King Charles I in 1641

· Civil war broke out between Charles I and parliament in 1642

· Although Cromwell lacked military experience, he created and led a superb force of cavalry
· After the rebellion, King Charles was tried and executed, leaving Cromwell to rule England, not as a monarch, but as Lord Protector of the English Commonwealth

· Cromwell’s rule was marked by religious intolerance and violence against Catholics and Irish

· Cromwell, a committed Puritan, set out to create a godly society by establishing a body of evangelical preachers, by reforming the legal system, and by introducing legislation such as the Blue Laws (1650) against blasphemy, cursing, drunkenness, and adultery

· Cromwell believed in liberty of conscience for his fellow Christians – “I meddle not with any man’s conscience”; a truly revolutionary concept for the day – but in every other respect he remained a social conservative

· He feared the democratic ideas of the so-called Levellers (English radicals); he believed in rule by the godly, not by the people in general

· Cromwell finally resorted to blatant military rule, placing the various regions of England and Wales under the command of senior army officers
· When Cromwell died, the monarchy was restored in England

· The “British Republic” gave way to monarchy again in 1660
The Stuart Restoration – 

· The Stuart Restoration (1660-1688) describes a period in England’s history after Charles II (Charles I’s exiled son) took power following the death of Oliver Cromwell

· Charles II, a closet Catholic, took the throne and restored a limited monarchy, extending tolerance to people of both religions

· Habeas Corpus was passed during the Stuart Restoration to reinforce people’s rights

· The Restoration Settlement led to Charles Stuart being proclaimed King Charles II of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland on May 8, 1660. 

Habeas Corpus Act – 

· In 1679, King Charles II of England ratified the Habeas Corpus Act, which protects citizens from arrests without due process

· This was one of many steps Charles II took to acknowledge the rights of his people

· The Habeas Corpus Act of 1679 was passed during the reign of the restored monarchy of Charles II after the English Civil War

· It strengthened the ancient and powerful writ which had been a feature of English Common Law since before Magna Carta

· It served to safeguard individual liberty, preventing unlawful or arbitrary imprisonment

· Habeas Corpus is Latin for “you may have the body” – subject to legal examination before a court, or a judge

The Glorious Revolution – 

· A bloodless change of leadership in England from James II to William and Mary in 1688

· James II was driven from power by Parliament, who feared he would return England to Catholicism

· This movement ensured that all future monarchs of England would be Anglican and that their powers would be limited (according to the English Bill of Rights)

The English Bill of Rights – 

· William and Mary, the Protestant rulers of the Netherlands, took over England in 1688 after King James II was deposed and fled to France (the Glorious Revolution)

· They quickly signed the English Bill of Rights in 1689

· This document granted many freedoms to the people of England and limited the ability of the monarchy to control the people

Thomas Hobbes – 

· 1588 – 1679

· Considered an Enlightenment philosopher

· Wrote Leviathan
· Put forth the idea that people are inherently avaricious (selfish) and prone to violent warfare

· Believed that the government was bound under social contract to preserve peace and stability at any price

· Promoted the idea of an omnipotent or all-powerful ruler, or Leviathan, who would rule in a heavy-handed way to suppress the natural warlike tendencies of the people

· Viewed government primarily as a device for ensuring collective security

· Political authority is justified by a hypothetical social contract among the many that vests in a sovereign person or entity the responsibility for the safety and well-being of all

· In metaphysics, Hobbes defended materialism, the view that only material things are real

· Hobbes was not only a scientist in his own right but a great systematizer of the scientific findings of his contemporaries, including Galileo and Johannes Kepler

· His enduring contribution is as a political philosopher who justified wide-ranging government powers on the basis of the self-interested consent of citizens

Louis XIV – 

· Ruled France from 1643 to 1715

· Known as the “Sun King”

· Held absolute power

· Absolute monarch

· Ruled under divine right theory (the king’s power came from God)

· Patronized the arts

· Built the beautiful palace at Versailles

· Never summoned the Estates-General to meet

· Revoked the Edict of Nantes (had granted a measure of religious liberty), forcing many Huguenots (French Protestants) out of France as religious tolerance no longer existed in France
· France was almost constantly at war, trying to increase the size of its empire 

Jean Baptiste Colbert – 

· Was appointed by Louis XIV (the Sun King) to manage the royal funds of France

· Colbert was a strict mercantilist with expansionist ambitions

· Because of this, France was almost constantly at war under his term, as he worked to increase the country’s overseas holdings
Indulgences –

· The Catholic Church in Western Europe had begun to sell indulgences to finance its large building projects and pay the Renaissance artists it was hiring

· An indulgence was a piece of paper that Catholics could buy in order to reduce the length of their stay in purgatory

· The sale of indulgences also helped the Catholic Church maintain its power over the general population

· The sale of indulgences led Martin Luther to directly challenge the theological arguments of the Catholic Church

Martin Luther – 
· A German monk

· In 1517, wrote the 95 Theses

· Nailed the 95 Theses to a church door

· The 95 theses detailed Luther’s complaints, criticisms, and challenges to the Catholic Church and its theology, including the sale of indulgences and the fact that church services were conducted in Latin rather than the vernacular or the language of the people

· Luther also challenged the Catholic Church’s views on salvation

· Unlike the Catholic Church, Luther came to belief in justification by faith alone or that only through faith in Jesus Christ was the individual saved

· The pope excommunicated Luther

· However, some German princes protected Luther

· Luther than established his own church, the Lutheran Church

· His actions are viewed as the catalyst for the Protestant Reformation

Pope Leo X – 

· Was the head of the Roman Catholic Church when Martin Luther posted his 95 theses

· Pope Leo X was furious and ordered Luther to retract his theses

· When Luther refused, the pope called for his arrest, but Luther escaped and Pope Leo X was left to struggle against the reformers and their heretical writings

· One of the leading Renaissance popes (reigned 1513–21)

· He made Rome a cultural center and a political power, but he depleted the papal treasury, and, by failing to take the developing Reformation seriously, he contributed to the dissolution of the Western church

· Pope Leo excommunicated Martin Luther in 1521

Protestant Reformation – 
· The Protestant Reformation was a movement that established Protestantism as its own branch of Christianity in Europe and challenged the authority of the Roman Catholic Church
· Began in 1517 when Martin Luther nailed a list of 95 theses, detailing his frustrations with the Catholic Church, on a church door

· His followers became known as Lutherans

· Protestantism spread throughout Europe, eventually becoming the official religion of the Church of England under Henry VIII

· The Protestant Reformation was the 16th-century religious, political, intellectual and cultural upheaval that splintered Catholic Europe, setting in place the structures and beliefs that would define the continent in the modern era

· In northern and central Europe, reformers like Martin Luther, John Calvin and Henry VIII challenged papal authority and questioned the Catholic Church’s ability to define Christian practice

· They argued for a religious and political redistribution of power into the hands of Bible- and pamphlet-reading pastors and princes

· The disruption triggered wars, persecutions and the so-called Counter-Reformation, the Catholic Church’s delayed but forceful response to the Protestants

Johannes Gutenberg – 

· Invented the printing press in Europe in the mid-1400s

· This invention made books easier and cheaper to produce, allowing the middle class to read and write books in their vernacular (the language of the people), rather than Latin

· Increased literacy in Europe and helped spread ideas 

· The printing press helped spread the ideas of the Protestant Reformation

· Enabled the mass production of books and the rapid dissemination of knowledge 

· However, the Chinese were the first to invent printing

· Nearly 600 years before Gutenberg, Chinese monks were setting ink to paper using a method known as block printing, in which wooden blocks are coated with ink and pressed to sheets of paper
· Gutenberg’s use of movable type (which had been experimented with earlier in Asia) became popular in Europe 

· Gutenberg’s revolutionary use of movable type made printing more efficient and increased the production of books
John Calvin – 
· Led his own Protestant group from France during the Protestant Reformation

· His Protestant sect, Calvinism, maintained that God had a predetermined fate for all humans, many of whom were already damned

· Thus, believed in Predestination or the belief that everything will happen as God already has decided

· Calvin stated that only a few people, the Elect, could be saved

· Centered his church in Geneva, Switzerland

· In the 1530s, Calvinism was a very powerful influence on religious development in France and Scotland

Catholic Counter-Reformation – 

· A response to the growing popularity of the Protestant Reformation
· To stop the spread of Protestantism

· Sixteenth Century

· Banned the sale of indulgences

· Training priests to live in accordance with scriptures

· Yet maintained fundamental beliefs of Catholic Church such as the supremacy of the Pope

Council of Trent – 

· A group of Catholic church officials (clergy) who officiated over the Catholic Counter-Reformation period from 1545 to 1563

· At the Council of Trent, the Catholic interpretation of religious doctrine was set down and the officials clarified the Catholic Church’s view on important religious issues, such as the nature of salvation

· Heretics were punished and it was reinstated that Latin was the official language of worship

· The sale of indulgences was banned but Catholic views on salvation were accepted
Ignatius Loyola – 

· A Spanish soldier and scholar who founded Jesuits during the Catholic Reformation

· His idea was to reinforce the teachings of Jesus as the Catholic Church saw them

· Jesuits founded many universities and were committed to education as well as missionary work
The Jesuits –

· Founded by Ignatius Loyola during the Catholic Counter-Reformation

· Observed strict Catholicism

· Emphasized self-control, moderation, and the belief that prayer and good works led to salvation

· Jesuit clergy adhered to a stricter set of rules and were expected to maintain a higher level of morality

· Many Jesuits were highly skilled in oration and politics, and thus were appointed to powerful state positions by kings

King Henry VIII – 

· 1509-1547

· Ruled England during the Protestant Reformation

· When he wanted to divorce Catherine of Aragon, the pope denied him an annulment

· Henry reacted by renouncing Rome and declaring himself the head of religious affairs in England

· The Church of England was established and cemented Protestantism as England’s official religion

· Henry was acutely aware of the importance of securing a male heir during his reign

· He was worried that he had only one surviving child, Mary, to show for his marriage to Catherine, who was now in her 40s

· So the king asked Cardinal Wolsey to appeal to Pope Clement VII for an annulment and it soon became clear he wanted to marry Anne Boleyn, who had been a lady-in-waiting to his first wife
· But, unwilling to anger Catherine of Aragon’s nephew – the most powerful ruler in Europe, the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V – the Pope refused

· In 1533, Henry VIII broke with the church and married the now pregnant Anne Boleyn in a secret ceremony

· Henry was excommunicated by the Pope

· The English reformation had begun

· In total, Henry VIII married six wives

· Two of Henry VIII’s six wives were executed
Act of Supremacy – 

· Under the Act of Supremacy, King Henry VIII established the Protestant (Anglican) Church of England and named himself the head of the church, effectively nullifying the Catholic pope’s authority

· He did this because he wanted to divorce his wife Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne Boleyn

· In 1534, this English act of Parliament that recognized Henry VIII as the “Supreme Head of the Church of England” 
· The act also required an oath of loyalty from English subjects that recognized his marriage to Anne Boleyn 
· It was repealed in 1555 under Mary I but in 1559 Parliament adopted a new Act of Supremacy during the reign of Elizabeth I
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Peace of Augsburg – 

· In 1555, the Peace of Augsburg was drawn up to end the constant conflicts between Catholics and Protestants that engulfed the German region during the Reformation and Catholic Counter-Reformation

· First permanent legal basis for the existence of Lutheranism as well as Catholicism in Germany, promulgated on September 25, 1555, by the Diet of the Holy Roman Empire assembled earlier that year at Augsburg

· The wish for a lasting settlement was so strong that the compromise peace, which satisfied no one completely and had many loopholes, was accepted

· In spite of its shortcomings, the Peace of Augsburg saved the empire from serious internal conflicts for more than 50 years

· It also strengthened the power of the territorial ruler.

· Germany thus emerged from the 16th century as a religiously divided country

Thirty Years’ War – 

· The Thirty Years’ War started in 1618 when Bohemia’s Protestant territories (under the Catholic Hapsburgs) challenged the authority of the Catholic Holy Roman emperor

· The conflict developed into a huge religious and political war, with several countries entering the fray (including France, Denmark, and Sweden)
· Thirty years of fighting confined within the German empire left Germany depopulated and devastated

· The war claimed seven million lives and weakened the role of the Holy Roman Emperor

· The Thirty Years’ War (1618-48) began when Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II of Bohemia attempted to curtail the religious activities of his subjects, sparking rebellion among Protestants

· The war came to involve the major powers of Europe, with Sweden, France, Spain and Austria all waging campaigns primarily on German soil

· Known in part for the atrocities committed by mercenary soldiers, the war ended with a series of treaties that made up the Peace of Westphalia

· The fallout reshaped the religious and political map of central Europe, setting the stage for the old centralized Roman Catholic empire to give way to a community of sovereign states

The Peace of Westphalia – 

· In 1648, the Peace of Westphalia was negotiated to end the Thirty Years’ War and assert the independence of small German states; Prussia became the strongest of the German states

· The Holy Roman Empire had been reduced in size, and its emperor was less powerful than before

· France benefitted the most from the war

· The Thirty Years’ War was ended by the Peace of Westphalia which was referred to as the “Peace of Exhaustion” by contemporaries
· The Peace of Westphalia was not one specific treaty but rather a collection of treaties commonly linked by the fact that they brought the Thirty Years War to an end 
Edict of Nantes – 

· Henry IV of France issued the Edict of Nantes in 1598

· This edict created an environment of religious toleration, ending the brutal fighting between the French Catholics and the Huguenots (French Protestants) in France

Cossacks –

· Russian tsar or czar Ivan IV (first to be proclaimed tsar of Russia in 1547) offered certain Russian serfs freedom from their feudal lords in exchange for settling in Russia’s newly acquired lands in the east

· However, these newly freed serfs were required to conquer the lands themselves

· As such, military service was a requirement for freedom

· These peasant-soldiers were called Cossacks 

· Cossacks expanded Russian territories in the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries well into Siberia and as far south as the Caspian Sea

Janissaries –

· In order to conquer large territories, the armies of the Ottoman Empire enslaved Christian children in the Devshirme System (the gathering)

· Some of these captured Christian children were trained as elite soldiers known as Janissaries

· Highly respected for their military prowess in the 15th and 16th centuries, the Janissaries became a powerful political force within the Ottoman state

· The Janissary corps was originally staffed by Christian youths from the Balkan provinces who were converted to Islam on being drafted into the Ottoman service
Babur – 

· A Muslim leader who claimed to be a descendant of Chinggis (Genghis) Khan

· In 1526, invaded northern India and quickly defeated the Delhi Sultanate

· Established a new empire, known as the Mughal Empire, which dominated the Indian subcontinent for the next 300 years

The Mughal Empire – 

· 1526-1858
· In the Indian subcontinent

· Established by Babur

· A Muslim minority ruled over a Hindu majority

· Considered a gunpowder empire

· Established by skilled warriors on horseback

· Most significant ruler was Akbar the Great

· During the early years of the empire, a policy of religious tolerance was practiced

· Toleration ended by 1700 when Muslim rulers began to persecute Hindus

· The empire established trade relations with the Europeans (particularly the British and Portuguese)

· Eventually, the British East India Company came to dominate the subcontinent

Akbar the Great – 

· Babur’s grandson

· Ruled the Mughal Empire from 1556 to 1605

· Unified much of the Indian subcontinent under a religious tolerance policy, allowing Hindus and Muslims to practice openly

· Did much to improve the lives of Hindus and women

· Married a Hindu woman and welcomed Hindus into government positions

· Akbar paved the way for a golden age of art, architecture, and thought that lasted nearly 100 years after he took power

· During Akbar’s reign, the Mughal Empire tripled in size and wealth

· Akbar had created a powerful army and instituted effective political and social reforms

· By abolishing the jizya (tax) on Hindus and appointing them to high civil and military posts, he was the first Muslim ruler to win the trust and loyalty of his Hindu subjects

· He had Hindu literature translated, participated in Hindu festivals, and realizing that a stable empire depended on strong alliances with the Rajputs, fierce warriors, married a Hindu Rajput princess

· Akbar was truly an enlightened ruler, a philosopher-king who had a genuine interest in all creeds and doctrines at a time when religious persecution was prevalent throughout Europe and Asia

· Understanding that cooperation among all his subjects – Muslims, Hindus, Persians, Central Asians and indigenous Indians – would be in his best interest, he even tried to establish a new religion that encouraged universal tolerance

Shah Jahan – 

· Akbar the Great’s grandson

· Ruled the Mughal Empire during its golden age of art, architecture, and thought

· It was under Shah Jahan that the Taj Mahal was built

· Shah Jahan had an almost insatiable passion for building

· At his first capital, Agra, he undertook the building of two great mosques as well as the superb mausoleum known as the Taj Mahal

· The Taj Mahal is the masterpiece of his reign and was erected in memory of the favorite of his three queens, Mumtaz Mahal (the mother of Aurangzeb)

Ivan III – 

· In 1480, Ivan III of Moscow refused to pay tribute to the Mongols and declared Russia free of Mongol rule

· He established absolute rule in Russia

Ivan the Terrible (Also Known as Ivan IV) –

· In the mid-1500s, Ivan the Terrible had centralized power over all of Russia

· He ruled ruthlessly (even executing his own son when he saw him as a threat)

· He used secret police against his nobles and officials

· Under Ivan the IV’s rule, Russia expanded its borders eastward and emerged from a medieval nation state into an empire with increasing influence in the world

· In 1547, Ivan IV, grandson of Ivan the Great, was crowned the first czar of all Russia (the term czar was derived from Caesar) in the Kremlin’s Uspensky Cathedral
· Ivan ruled with a deep-seated paranoia and ruthlessness; it is said that he gouged out the eyes of the architects who built St. Basil's so that a cathedral of such beauty could never again be created

· The czar’s power became absolute when Ivan the Terrible succeeded in conquering the remaining independent principalities, such as Siberia

· The state also assigned a master to the peasants who worked the lands around an estate, setting in stone the system of serfdom

· When Ivan the Terrible died in 1584, Russia was left in a state of almost total political and economic ruin

The Time of Troubles in Russia – 

· The Time of Troubles refers to a period in Russia from 1604 through 1613 where Russia’s feudal lords battled over who should take over the empire after Ivan IV’s death

· This period saw the rise and fall of many pretenders to the throne

· The turmoil ended in 1613, when Michael Romanov was elected tsar by the feudal lords

· A period of political crisis in Russia that followed the demise of the Rurik dynasty (1598) and ended with the establishment of the Romanov Dynasty Romanov (1613-1917)

· During this period foreign intervention, peasant uprisings, and the attempts of pretenders to seize the throne threatened to destroy the state itself and caused major social and economic disruptions, particularly in the southern and central portions of the state

The Romanov Dynasty –

· The Romanov Dynasty brought stability to Russia after the Time of Troubles

· It ruled from 1613 to 1917

· The Romanovs consolidated power and often ruled ruthlessly

· The peasants, now serfs, were treated like slaves

· With the help of the Cossacks, the Romanovs expanded Russia’s borders

· By 1689, Russia extended from the Ukraine to the Pacific Ocean, north of Manchuria

· Rulers of Russia from 1613 until the Russian Revolution of February 1917
· On March 2 (March 15, New Style), 1917, Nicholas II abdicated the throne in favor of his brother Michael, who refused it the following day
· Nicholas and all his immediate family were executed in July 1918 at Yekaterinburg by the Communists 
Cardinal Richelieu – 
· Catholic and chief advisor to the French Bourbons

· Dominated France from 1624 to his death as Louis XIII’s chief minister
· Ordained a priest

· Advanced royal absolutism

· Under Richelieu, a new bureaucratic class, the noblesse de la robe was established

· The noblesse de la robe became a class of hereditary nobles who acquired their rank through holding high state offices
Cape Town and the Dutch East India Company – 

· Jan van Riebeeck Dutch colonial administrator who founded (1652) Cape Town and thus opened Southern Africa for white settlement 
· Established the port as a stopping point for ships on the way from Europe to India
· Later – in the period of the Modern era – Great Britain seized Cape Town (1795) and continued to use it as a way station for trade
Copernicus –

· Nicolaus Copernicus’ major work “De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium” (“On the Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres”) was finished by 1530

· Its central theory was that the Earth rotates daily on its axis and revolves yearly around the sun

· He also argued that the planets circled the Sun

· This challenged the long held view that the Earth was stationary at the center of the universe with all the planets, the Moon and the Sun rotating around it

· Copernicus’ heliocentric, or sun-centered, theory was highly controversial and sparked a lot of debate, as most people believed Ptolemy’s theory that the Earth was the center of the universe (geocentric view)

Ptolemy (The Scientist Copernicus Challenged) – 

· Was a scientist who put forth the theory that the Earth was the center of the universe (geocentric model)

· Ptolemaic theory was accepted by the Roman Catholic Church as fact and was challenged by Copernicus and Galileo during the Scientific Revolution

· Copernicus challenged this theory with his heliocentric or sun-centered model of the universe

· An Egyptian astronomer, mathematician, and geographer of Greek descent who flourished in Alexandria during the 2nd century C.E. 

· In several fields his writings represent the culminating achievement of Greco-Roman science, particularly his geocentric (Earth-centered) model of the universe known as the Ptolemaic system 
· But in the Scientific Revolution, this geocentric model was discredited and the heliocentric model accepted

Galileo –
· In 1632, a scientist named Galileo Galilei published his Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief Systems of the World
· He wrote in Italian (the vernacular or language of the people), rather than Latin, in the hopes that his book would be widely read 

· Galileo sought to discredit Ptolemy’s theory that the sun revolved around the earth or that the earth was the center of the universe (geocentric model)
· Galileo supported the heliocentric model of Copernicus or that the earth revolved around the sun or that the sun was the center of the universe
· The Catholic Church put Galileo on trial for his “heretical” views and banned his book

· Galileo was forced to recant, but continued his research under house arrest

Tycho Brahe – 

· 1546-1601

· During the Renaissance, many scientists sought to discover the workings of the universe

· Tycho Brahe built an observatory and recorded his observations

· Tycho Brahe was a Danish astronomer whose work in developing astronomical instruments and in measuring and fixing the positions of stars paved the way for future discoveries

· His observations – the most accurate possible before the invention of the telescope – included a comprehensive study of the solar system and accurate positions of more than 777 fixed stars

Francis Bacon – 

· 1561-1626

· Published his work on inductive logic

· Tycho Brahe and Francis Bacon maintained that scientists should collect as much data as possible and then use the results of their experiments and observations to draw conclusions

· They are considered major contributors to the scientific method

· Francis Bacon’s scientific method included method involved the collection of data, their judicious interpretation, the carrying out of experiments, thus to learn the secrets of nature by organized observation of its regularities

· Bacon’s proposals had a powerful influence on the development of science in seventeenth century Europe
Johannes Kepler – 

· Mathematician and astronomer

· 1571-1603

· Developed laws of planetary motion based on his observations and mathematical conclusions

· Kepler concluded that the planets move in elliptical orbits with the sun as one of the foci, and a planet sweeps out equal areas in equal times
Sir Isaac Newton – 

· Was a scientist toward the end of the Renaissance

· Built on the ideas of Copernicus, Galileo, Bacon, Kepler, and other great scientists of the time

· In 1697, Newton published his Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy, in which he invented calculus to help prove scientific theories

· He also observed and worked out the law of gravity

· In 1687, with the support of his friend the astronomer Edmond Halley, Newton published his single greatest work, the “Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica” (“Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy”)

· This showed how a universal force, gravity, applied to all objects in all parts of the universe

· Considered one of the greatest scientist of the time because he encouraged the belief that the universe could be understood and explained

The Edo Period of Japan (Tokugawa Shogunate) – 
· 1603 – 1868

· Also known as the Tokugawa Period

· Marked by a movement away from Western Influences

· Enacted the Seclusion Act (no foreigners in and no Japanese out)

· An exception was made for Chinese and Dutch traders at the port of Nagasaki

· Christians were persecuted

· Japanese were prohibited from traveling abroad by the National Seclusion Policy in 1635

· Rigid class system – with very limited mobility

Tokugawa Shogunate – 

· In 1600, Tokugawa Ieyasu established the Tokugawa Shogunate, a strict and rigid government that ruled Japan until 1868

· The shogun took power away from the emperor at the expense of the daimyo (feudal lords)

· Ieyasu claimed ownership of all lands within Japan and established a class system, inspired by Confucianism but similar to the Indian caste system in that social mobility between classes was prohibited

· Four classes (warrior, farmer, artisan, and merchant) were established, and mobility between classes was prohibited

· Japan’s Tokugawa (or Edo) period, which lasted from 1603 to 1867, would be the final era of traditional Japanese government, culture and society before the Meiji Restoration of 1868 toppled the long-reigning Tokugawa shoguns and propelled the country into the modern era

· Tokugawa Ieyasu’s dynasty of shoguns presided over 250 years of peace and prosperity in Japan, including the rise of a new merchant class and increasing urbanization

· To guard against external influence, they also worked to close off Japanese society from Westernizing influences, particularly Christianity

· But when the Tokugawa shogunate growing increasingly weak by the mid-19th century, two powerful clans joined forces in early 1868 to seize power as part of an “imperial restoration” named for Emperor Meiji

· The Meiji Restoration spelled the beginning of the end for feudalism in Japan, and would lead to the emergence of modern Japanese culture, politics and society

· From the beginning, the Tokugawa regime focused on reestablishing order in social, political and international affairs after a century of warfare

· The political structure, established by Ieyasu and solidified under his two immediate successors, his son Hidetada (who ruled from 1616-23) and grandson Iemitsu (1623-51), bound all daimyos to the shogunate and limited any individual daimyo from acquiring too much land or power

· Suspicious of foreign intervention and colonialism, the Tokugawa regime acted to exclude missionaries and eventually issued a complete ban on Christianity in Japan

· Near the beginning of the Tokugawa period, there were an estimated 300,000 Christians in Japan; after the shogunate’s brutal repression of a Christian rebellion on the Shimabara Peninsula in 1637-38, Christianity was forced underground

· The dominant faith of the Tokugawa period was Confucianism, a relatively conservative religion with a strong emphasis on loyalty and duty

· In its efforts to close Japan off from damaging foreign influence, the Tokugawa shogunate also prohibited trade with Western nations and prevented Japanese merchants from trading abroad

· With the Act of Seclusion (1636), Japan was effectively cut off from Western nations for the next 200 years (with the exception of a small Dutch outpost in Nagasaki Harbor)

· At the same time, it maintained close relations with neighboring Korea and China, confirming a traditional East Asian political order with China at the center

· With peace restored, many samurai became bureaucrats or took up a trade

· The Japanese economy grew significantly during the Tokugawa period
· The peace and stability of the Tokugawa period, and the economic development it fostered, set the stage for the rapid modernization that took place after the Meiji Restoration

· In 1867, two powerful anti-Tokugawa clans, the Choshu and Satsuma, combined forces to topple the shogunate, and the following year declared an “imperial restoration” in the name of the young Emperor Meiji, who was just 14 years old at the time

The National Seclusion Policy – 

· Fueled by the threat of foreign influences, the Tokugawa shogun issued the National Seclusion Policy in Japan in 1635

· The policy prohibited Japanese people from traveling abroad and also kept foreigners out of Japan

· Limited relations were maintained with China, Korea, and the Netherlands

· The policy remained in place for almost 200 years

· Japan's isolation policy was fully implemented by the Tokugawa shogun from 1623 to 1641

· The shogun issued edicts that essentially closed Japan to all foreigners and prevented Japanese from leaving

· No Japanese out and No foreigners in

· However, the Chinese and Dutch could trade at the port city of Nagasaki

· To prevent a return to civil war that occurred prior to the Tokugawa Shogunate, the shogun did not want any Western influences into Japanese culture that might divide the Japanese people (such as Christianity)

· The Tokugawa period is known as the “Great Peace” as the Tokugawa shoguns provided a period of peace that lasted over 200 years in Japan

Dutch East India Company – 

· Established in 1602

· The Dutch East India Company was a private joint-stock company

· It was granted a monopoly on trade routes to the Spice Islands or what is today Indonesia by the Netherlands or Dutch government

· The company was the first multinational corporation and possessed some governmental powers, such as the ability to declare war, establish colonies, negotiate treaties, and coin money
Qing or Manchu Dynasty – 

· When the Qing warriors overthrew the Ming emperor in 1644, the Qing (or Manchu) Dynasty began

· The Manchus were from Manchuria (which today is part of China but was not part of China when the Manchus invaded)

· The Manchus were not ethnically Chinese (remember two Chinese dynasties were led by individuals who were not ethnically Chinese – the Yuan or Mongol dynasty and the Qing or Manchu dynasty)

· The Manchus tried to remain an ethnic elite by forbidding the Chinese to learn their language or intermarrying with them

· The Manchus also required Chinese men to wear the queue or braided ponytail

· The Manchus, however and unlike the Mongols, did use the civil service examination extensively, allowing Chinese men of all classes to rise to positions of responsibility in the government bureaucracy

· The Manchus stayed in power until the Revolution of 1911 (the Nationalist Revolution)

· The last of the imperial dynasties of China 
· Under the Qing the territory of the empire grew to treble its size under the preceding Ming dynasty, the population grew from some 150 million to 450 million, many of the non-Chinese minorities within the empire were Sinicized (learned Chinese culture)

· In 1644, the Chinese capital at Beijing was captured by the bandit leader Li Zicheng, and desperate Ming dynasty officials called on the Manchus for aid

· The Manchus took advantage of the opportunity to seize the capital and establish their own dynasty in China

Qing Warriors – 

· In 1644, the Ming emperor invited a group of Qing warriors from Manchuria to help him quell a peasant uprising

· Instead, the Qing surprised and overthrew the emperor

· This ended the Ming Dynasty and began the Qing (or Manchu) Dynasty

· In 1644, the Chinese capital at Beijing was captured by the bandit leader Li Zicheng, and desperate Ming dynasty officials called on the Manchus for aid

· The Manchus took advantage of the opportunity to seize the capital and establish their own dynasty in China

Kangxi – 

· Ruled China during the Qing or Manchu Dynasty from 1662 to 1772

· Was a Confucian scholar, despite not being ethnically Chinese

· Supported the arts and expanded the empire into Taiwan, Tibet, and central Asia

· For the Manchus, who were a foreign, conquering dynasty, a major task on the road to effective rule in China was that of enlisting the help of the Chinese populace – in particular the elite scholarly class; the man most responsible for accomplishing this was the Kangxi Emperor
· Transformed the Manchu way of rule into a truly Confucian establishment based very much on Ming dynasty examples

· Through this maneuver, the Kangxi Emperor was able to win over the scholarly elite and, more importantly, the Chinese populace at large

Qianlong – 

· Succeeded Kangxi as emperor of Manchu China from 1735 to 1795

· Like Kangxi, Qianlong was a Confucian scholar, a patron of the arts, and an expansionist

· Under his rule, China expanded its empire to include Vietnam, Burma, and Nepal as vassal states

· Whose six-decade reign (1735–96) was one of the longest in Chinese history

· He conducted a series of military campaigns that eliminated the Turk and Mongol threats to northeastern China (1755–60), enlarged his empire by creating the New Province (the present-day Uygur Autonomous Region of Xinjiang), and reinforced Chinese authority in the south and east

· Under Qianlong, China reached its widest limits

War of Spanish Succession – 
· Several European countries waged the War of Spanish Succession (1701 – 1714) against Spain and France to stop the two countries from unifying their empires under one Bourbon monarch

· In the treaties that ended the war, Philip V was able to stay the king of Spain, but he had to renounce his connection to the French monarchy, preventing the unification of the two kingdoms

· France also had to cede some of its territory, mostly to England

· Conflict that arose out of the disputed succession to the throne of Spain following the death of the childless Charles II, the last of the Spanish Habsburgs

Modern (1750 – 1914):

British East India Company – 

· A joint-stock company that established a monopoly over British trade with India

· The company was led by Robert Clive

· Robert Clive used his army to rid India of the French and conquer the Bengal region (now Bangladesh)

· Over the next century, the company slowly took control of India by setting up administrative regions throughout the Mughal Empire

Sepoys – 

· The British East India Company relied on Sepoys, or Indians who worked for the Brits, mostly as soldiers

· The Sepoys became increasingly dissatisfied with the company’s slow takeover of their subcontinent and disregard for their local customs

· In 1857, the Sepoys led a failed rebellion after learning that the company was greasing their bullet cartridges (which they had to bite off) with pork and beef fat thereby violating the religious dietary laws of Muslims and Hindus

· There was a widespread belief that the British aimed at breaking down the caste system

· The introduction of Western methods of education was a direct challenge to orthodoxy, both Hindu and Muslim
· The immediate result of the mutiny was a general housecleaning of the Indian administration

· The British East India Company was abolished in favor of the direct rule of India by the British government
Sepoy Mutiny – 

· The Sepoys of India staged a rebellion against the British East India Company

· The Sepoy Mutiny failed but had sweeping consequences

· The British parliament took control of India away from the British East India Company and made the entire region a crown colony

· The last of the Mughal rulers was exiled and suddenly all Indians were British subjects

· In 1877, Queen Victoria was recognized as empress of India

· The pretext for revolt was the introduction of the new Enfield rifle

· To load it, the Sepoys had to bite off the ends of lubricated cartridges

· A rumor spread among the Sepoys that the grease used to lubricate the cartridges was a mixture of pigs’ and cows’ lard; thus, to have oral contact with it was an insult to both Muslims and Hindus

· There is no conclusive evidence that either of these materials was actually used on any of the cartridges in question

· However, the perception that the cartridges were tainted added to the larger suspicion that the British were trying to undermine Indian traditional society

· For their part, the British did not pay enough attention to the growing level of Sepoy discontent
The Age of Enlightenment – 

· Also known as the Age of Reason (mostly occurring in the 1700s)

· A period in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries during which philosophers and social critics questioned and reformed thoughts on the role of humans in relation to government and authority

· The basic idea of Enlightenment philosophers was that government should serve the needs of the people

· Many of the Enlightenment ideas had tremendous influence on the framers of the U.S. Constitution

· John Locke, a philosopher of the Enlightenment, spoke of natural rights to life, liberty, and property as well as consent of the governed or the idea that government derives its power from the people 

· Voltaire, a philosopher of the Enlightenment, wrote of religious tolerance and freedom of speech

· Montesquieu, a philosopher of the Enlightenment, wrote of separation of powers or executive, judicial, and legislative branches in government to ensure that tyranny does not exist

· Rousseau wrote of the social contract

John Locke – 

· Although technically before this time period, Locke is considered an important philosopher of the European Enlightenment

· 1632 – 1704

· An Enlightenment philosopher who wrote Two Treatises on Government
· Believed that humans were inherently good

· Thought that all men were created equal and were born with natural rights

· Natural rights included the right to life, liberty, and property

· Locke maintained that government was responsible to guarantee and protect the natural rights of its people under the social contract, and if government violated the social contract, the people had a right to overthrow the government

· Locke claimed that men are by nature free and equal against claims that God had made all people naturally subject to a monarch

· He argued that people have rights, such as the right to life, liberty, and property, that have a foundation independent of the laws of any particular society

· Locke used the claim that men are naturally free and equal as part of the justification for understanding legitimate political government as the result of a social contract where people in the state of nature conditionally transfer some of their rights to the government in order to better ensure the stable, comfortable enjoyment of their lives, liberty, and property

· Since governments exist by the consent of the people in order to protect the rights of the people and promote the public good, governments that fail to do so can be resisted and replaced with new governments
Charles de Montesquieu – 

· 1689 – 1755

· French Enlightenment Thinker

· Argued for the separation of powers among different branches of government
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Jean-Jacques Rousseau – 

· Philosopher of the European Enlightenment

· In 1762, Rousseau wrote The Social Contract which stated that society should be organized according to the majority rule of the people

· Rousseau believed that the essence of freedom was allowing humans to live by the laws they prescribe for themselves
· His ideas had a significant impact on revolutionary movements in European colonies, as well as on the anti-slavery movement

Adam Smith – 

· A Scottish philosopher and economist

· Wrote The Wealth of Nations in 1776

· Explained how a free market works

· Stated that economic prosperity and fairness are best achieved through private ownership

· Advocated a free market system, or capitalist system, whereby individuals could sell their goods and services in an open market and demand would determine the value and availability of products

Voltaire – 

· 1694 – 1778

· A writer during the European Age of Enlightenment

· Promoted the ideas of religious toleration, free trade, and civil liberties

· Although only a few of his works are still read, he continues to be held in worldwide repute as a courageous crusader against tyranny, bigotry, and cruelty

· Through its critical capacity, wit and satire, Voltaire’s work vigorously propagates an ideal of progress to which people of all nations have remained responsive

· His long life spanned the last years of classicism and the eve of the revolutionary era, and during this age of transition his works and activities influenced the direction taken by European civilization

· Advocated religious toleration and freedom of religion as well as freedom of the press

Peter the Great – 

· Ruled Russia from 1682 to 1725

· Was convinced he need to westernize Russia

· Built Russia’s first navy and founded St. Petersburg as the country’s new capital on the Baltic Sea

· Under his rule, noblewomen were forced to dress in western fashions and men were forced to shave their beards

· Centralized government, modernized the army, created a navy and increased the subjugation and subjection of the peasants
· After winning access to the Baltic Sea through his victories in the Great Northern War, Czar Peter I founds the city of St. Petersburg as the new Russian capital
· St. Petersburg served as a “window to the west” and provided Russia with an important warm-water port
· The reign of Peter, who became sole tsar in 1696, was characterized by a series of sweeping military, political, economic, and cultural reforms based on Western European models

· Peter the Great, as he became known, led his country into major conflicts with Persia, the Ottoman Empire, and Sweden

· Russian victories in these wars greatly expanded Peter’s empire, and the defeat of Sweden won Russia direct access to the Baltic Sea, a lifelong obsession of the Russian leader

· With the founding of St. Petersburg, Russia was now a major European power–politically, culturally, and geographically

· Sought to modernize and westernize Russia

Catherine the Great –

· Ruled Russia from 1762 to 1796

· Enlightened Despot

· Implemented Enlightenment ideas but refused to part with her absolute power

· Increased power of lords over serfs

· Continued westward expansion, gaining control of Poland and on the Black Sea

· Ensured Russia’s access to the Mediterranean to its south and west

Enlightened Despots –

· Monarchs who espoused some Enlightenment ideas and ruled according to tolerance, justice, and improvement of their subjects’ lifestyle

· These enlightened monarchs, such as Joseph II of Austria and Frederick II of Prussia, still retained total authority, but tried to promote diversity and better conditions for the peasant classes

· Enlightened Despots encouraged some Enlightenment ideas but refused to part with their absolute power

French and Indian War (Part of Seven Years’ War) – 

· A struggle between England and France over imperial territory in North America
· When France’s expansion into the Ohio River valley brought repeated conflict with the claims of the British colonies, a series of battles led to war

· In 1754, the French enlisted native Americans to fight alongside them in the French and Indian War against the English colonists that were taking over their lands in America

· By 1763, England won the war, which was known as the Seven Years’ War in Europe

· The English victory pushed French territory northward, while England expanded its American territories westward into the Ohio River Valley

· After the French and Indian War, the British needed more revenue and abandoned their policy of salutary neglect in the thirteen colonies

· The British began to act like a mother country towards the thirteen colonies by taxing more

· This triggered the American Revolution
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Revenue Act – 

· The Revenue Act of 1764 was the British Parliament’s first attempt to raise money from the American colonies

· This act passed laws enforcing the taxation of sugar and molasses imported into the American colonies from non-British areas

· After the French and Indian War, the British needed to raise revenue or money collected by the British government through taxes

Stamp Act – 

· The Stamp Act of 1765 imposed a tax by the British parliament on its American colonies

· The act required that many printed materials in the colonies be produced on stamped paper produced in London and carrying an embossed revenue stamp

· This tax had to be paid in British currency and was levied in order to pay for some of the military costs of the French and Indian War, or Seven Years’ War

· The Stamp Act of 1765 was the first internal tax levied directly on American colonists by the British government

· The act, which imposed a tax on all paper documents in the colonies, came at a time when the British Empire was deep in debt from the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) and looking to its North American colonies as a revenue source

· Arguing that only their own representative assemblies could tax them, the colonists insisted that the act was unconstitutional, and they resorted to mob violence to intimidate stamp collectors into resigning

· Parliament repealed the Stamp Act in 1766, but issued a Declaratory Act at the same time to reaffirm its authority to pass any colonial legislation it saw fit

· The issues of taxation and representation raised by the Stamp Act strained relations with the colonies to the point that, 10 years later, the colonists rose in armed rebellion against the British

Tea Act – 

· The Tea Act of 1773 was the British parliament’s attempt to expand the British East India Company’s monopoly on the tea trade to all British Colonies, selling excess tea at a reduced price

· This was the catalyst for the Boston Tea Party, the American colonial protest of the Tea Act

· It also prompted revolutionaries to begin organizing under the cry “no taxation without representation”

· The Tea Act of 1773 was one of several measures imposed on the American colonists by the heavily indebted British government in the decade leading up to the American Revolutionary War (1775-83)

· The act’s main purpose was not to raise revenue from the colonies but to bail out the floundering East India Company, an important company in the British economy

· The British government granted the company a monopoly on the importation and sale of tea in the colonies

· The colonists had never accepted the constitutionality of the duty on tea, and the Tea Act rekindled their opposition to it

· Their resistance culminated in the Boston Tea Party on December 16, 1773, in which colonists boarded British East India Company ships and dumped their loads of tea overboard

· Parliament responded with a series of harsh measures intended to stifle colonial resistance to British rule; two years later the war began.

Thomas Paine – 

· An English student of the Enlightenment turned American colonist

· Urged his fellow colonists to support the American War for Independence with his widely distributed pamphlet, Common Sense
· In this work, he lampooned the monarchy as an encroachment on the natural rights of the colonists and appealed to the colonists to develop a better government
· Helped shape many of the ideas that marked the Age of Revolution

· Published in 1776, his highly popular “Common Sense” was the first pamphlet to advocate American independence

American War of Independence – 

· After American colonists dumped tea in Boston Harbor to protest the Tea Act, tensions were high between Britain and its colonies

· On April 19, 1775, British troops battled rebellious colonists in Massachusetts, beginning the American War of Independence

· The French aided the colonists in their fight for freedom

· Britain was defeated by 1781

· The new nation, the United States of America, was born
General George Cornwallis – 
· Led the British army during the American revolution

· Found himself fighting not only the colonists but the French as well

· In 1781, Cornwallis’s soldiers were outnumbered by French and American troops and ships

· His subsequent surrender ended the war in favor of the American colonies

· In 1781, British General Charles Cornwallis formally surrendered 8,000 British soldiers and seamen to a French and American force at Yorktown, Virginia, bringing the major fighting in the American Revolution to a close

Louis XVI – 

· The unpopular French king during the French Revolution

· Executed by revolutionaries

· Had ruled France at a time when French debt was mounting

· In 1789, Louis XVI called a meeting of  Estates General, a governing body that had not met in 175 years, to raise revenue for the government
· The meeting sparked unrest among the Third Estate (everyone other than clergy and nobility) who demanded greater equality and an end to feudal privileges

· On July 14, 1789, French peasants stormed the Bastille and ended Louis XVI’s absolute authority

· Initially, the revolutionaries created a constitutional monarchy

· However, when the king tried to escape, he was accuse of treason and arrested

· In 1793, he was beheaded

· Do not confuse Louis XVI with Louis XIV (“the sun king”)

· This is not the Sun King (know your Roman numerals)
Estates General –

· France’s legislative assembly, which rarely met during the rule of the Bourbon kings

· However, when King Louis XVI needed funds to help a bankrupt France, he called a meeting of the Estates General in 1789

· This meeting triggered the revolutionary discontent which led to the French Revolution

The Estates System – 

· The class system of pre-revolutionary France

· The First Estate was comprised the clergy

· The Second Estate was comprised the nobility

· The Third Estate was comprised of everyone else (peasant farmers, bourgeoisie, and merchants)

· Prior to the French Revolution, the parlement (the top court in France) ruled that the representatives of the estates should meet separately rather than together at meetings of the Estates General

The French Revolution – 

· On July 14, 1789, French peasants, concerned that Louis XVI would not follow through on reforms they wanted, stormed the Bastille, a royal fortress [also used as a prison] that had come to symbolize the tyranny of the Bourbon monarchs
· Thus began the French Revolution, which ended with the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen

· The National Assembly recognized the natural rights of the people and abolished the feudal system

· The National Assembly also ended the monopoly of the Catholic Church by declaring freedom of religion in France

· France became a nation-state, free of absolute monarchial rule

The National Assembly (France) – 
· Frustrated that they might be shut out of the new constitution by the other two estates, the representatives of the Third Estate (bourgeoisie and peasants) of the French Estates General declared themselves the National Assembly on June 17, 1789

· On June 17, the Third Estate met alone and formally adopted the title of National Assembly; three days later, they met in a nearby indoor tennis court and took the so-called Tennis Court Oath, vowing not to disperse until constitutional reform had been achieved

· Within a week, most of the clerical deputies and 47 liberal nobles had joined them, and on June 27 Louis XVI grudgingly absorbed all three orders into the new assembly

· Louis XVI was nervous and forced the other two estates to join the National Assembly in writing the new constitution, but his order was too late and the anarchy that preceded the French Revolution had begun

· Therefore, the National Assembly was the name of the revolutionary assembly formed by representatives of the Third Estate; thereafter (until replaced by the Legislative Assembly on September 30, 1791)
Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen –

· In August 1789, the French National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, a document that recognized the natural rights of the people

· Based on the ideas of the Enlightenment, the American Declaration for Independence, and the writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the declaration was copied and distributed widely throughout Europe

First French Constitution –
· In 1791, the National Assembly ratified the first French Constitution, which was similar to the U.S. constitution ratified in 1789

· A major difference was that the French Constitution granted executive power to the king, rather than a president; this established a constitutional monarchy, rather than a constitutional democracy

· Those who wanted to end the monarchy felt cheated, and those who wanted to keep the feudal structure felt betrayed

Second French Constitution –

· The Austrians and Prussians invaded France to restore the monarchy to Louis XVI after the first French Constitution was ratified

· French revolutionaries repelled the invasion, and they drafted a second French Constitution, which established a new ruling body called the Convention

· The Convention abolished the monarchy and proclaimed France a republic, imprisoning the royal family and beheading Louis XVI for treason in 1793

· The primary task of the Convention, when seated in the fall of 1792, had been to draft a new, republican constitution

· Only after the purge of the Girondins, however, did the Convention complete this task, with what became known as the Constitution of 1793 or sometimes the “Montagnard Constitution”

· Particularly notable was the commitment to political democracy; universal manhood suffrage with no property requirements for voting or holding office at national or municipal levels was implemented, and the equal application of the law to all citizens was emphasized

· This constitution also required the government to ensure a “right to subsistence,” while simultaneously reiterating the inviolability of personal property

· To many, especially the Jacobins, the Constitution of 1793 provided a model framework for an egalitarian, democratic republic; however, owing to the ongoing war the Convention suspended constitutional rule in October 1793 in favor of “revolutionary government . . . until the peace.”

The Committee of Public Safety – 

· After the second French Constitution was established, the revolutionary government began to worry that Prussia and Austria with the help of Britain and Spain would pose a threat to the revolutionary changes occurring in France

· There was also the fear of internal rebellion or that those discontented with the revolutionary changes would try to overthrow the revolutionary government
· So, the Jacobins threw out the constitution and established the Committee of Public Safety under Maximilien Robespierre

· This committee was an absolute enforcer of the revolution and executioner of anyone suspected of anti-revolutionary thoughts

· The committee sought out and punished any individual accused of counter-revolutionary activity
· The guillotine was the symbol of the Reign of Terror

Maximilien Robespierre – 

· Led the Committee of Public Safety in France

· Leading figure of the Reign of Terror

· Against a backdrop of the threat of foreign invasion and increasing disorder in the country, the committee began the “Reign of Terror”, ruthlessly eliminating all those considered enemies of the revolution 
· The Committee of Public Safety ruthlessly murdered counter-revolutionaries or individuals accused of counter-revolutionary activity and was successful at building a strong national army to defend against foreign invasions

· However, after two years, the French were tired of the bloodshed of the Reign of Terror and Robespierre was sent to the guillotine

· The intensification of the “Reign of Terror” and Robespierre’s autocracy made him increasingly unpopular

· French military successes served to undermine the justification for such ruthlessness and a conspiracy was formed to overthrow Robespierre

· On 27 July 1794, he was arrested after a struggle

· The following day Robespierre, wounded from a bullet to the jaw, and 21 of his closest supporters were executed at the guillotine

Jacobins –

· Radical French revolutionaries who headed the Convention, France’s new ruling body under its second constitution

· After coming to power, the Jacobins abolished the monarch and proclaimed France a republic, imprisoning the royal family and beheading Louis XVI for treason in 1793
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Directory (France) – 

· After Maximilien Robespierre was sent to the guillotine, France adopted yet a third constitution in 1795

· This document established the Directory, a body of five directors who held executive power in France

· The Directory lasted only four years as the governing body of France, but in that time, it expanded the military

· The dilemma facing the new Directory was that it had to rid the scene of Jacobin influence while at the same time prevent royalists from taking advantage of the disarray and reclaiming the throne

· Once the Directory nullified almost one-third of the election results, ensuring that its own policies would remain strongly in place 
· In addition, inflation was running high and trust and faith in the new government was low

· Napoleon eventually overthrew the Directory

Napoleon – 

· A general in the French army by the age of twenty-four

· Used his reputation and popularity to overthrow the Directory in 1799

· Declared himself the First Consul under the fourth constitution

· Instituted many Enlightenment-style reforms in France

· The Napoleonic Code was a law code granting all French male citizens equal rights

· The Napoleonic Code made the authority of men over their families stronger, deprived women of any individual rights, and reduced the rights of illegitimate children

· All male citizens were also granted equal rights under the law and the right to religious dissent, but colonial slavery was reintroduced

· The laws were applied to all territories under Napoleon’s control and were influential in several other European countries and in South America

· Best known for trying to expand France’s empire

· Conquered most of Europe

· But was eventually defeated and exiled by the European powers he was trying to dominate

· His French army suffered a terrible defeat due to the French invasion of Russia

· Russia proved too big and too cold for French forces

· Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821), also known as Napoleon I, was a French military leader and emperor who conquered much of Europe in the early 19th century

· After seizing political power in France in a 1799 coup d’état, he crowned himself emperor in 1804

· Shrewd, ambitious and a skilled military strategist, Napoleon successfully waged war against various coalitions of European nations and expanded his empire

· However, after a disastrous French invasion of Russia in 1812, Napoleon abdicated the throne two years later and was exiled to the island of Elba

· In 1815, he briefly returned to power in his Hundred Days campaign

· After a crushing defeat at the Battle of Waterloo, he abdicated once again and was exiled to the remote island of Saint Helena, where he died at 51

Napoleonic Code –

· In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte issued the Napoleonic Code

· Recognized the political equality of all male French citizens

· Put into practice many ideas of the European Enlightenment that were the original inspiration for the French revolutionaries

· While progressive in many respects, the Napoleonic Code severely limited the rights of women and children

· The Napoleonic Code made the authority of men over their families stronger, deprived women of any individual rights, and reduced the rights of illegitimate children

· All male citizens were also granted equal rights under the law and the right to religious dissent, but colonial slavery was reintroduced

Pierre Toussaint L’Ouverture – 

· Toussaint L’Ouverture (1743-1803) won international renown in the Haitian fight for independence

· He led thousands of former slaves into battle against French, Spanish and English forces, routing the Europeans and seizing control of the entire island of Hispaniola

· L’Ouverture became governor and commander-in-chief of Haiti before officially acknowledging French rule in 1801, when he submitted a newly written constitution to Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821) and the French legislature for ratification

· In response, Bonaparte sent an army to depose L’Ouverture, who was taken prisoner in June of 1802 and shipped to France to be held without trial in “the dungeons of the castle of Joux” until he died of pneumonia in April, 1803

· In 1801, as Napoleon was becoming stronger in Europe, Pierre Toussaint L’Ouverture, a former slave in France’s colony of Haiti, began a long and violent slave revolt

· Napoleon sent 20,000 troops to crush the rebellion, but the Haitians were able to win, largely because of the spread of yellow fever among French troops

· Despite the success of the revolt, L’Ouverture was captured and imprisoned in France

Miguel Hidalgo – 

· A Creole (born in the Americas of European ancestry) priest

· Led a revolt in the Spanish colony of Mexico in 1810 in an attempt to gain independence

· The Spanish armies crushed the rebellion

· Miguel Hidalgo was executed at Calderón bridge

· Although Hidalgo had been killed, the revolutionary spirit survived

· Jose Morelos continued the fight for independence although he, too, was executed

· In 1808, Spain was invaded by French troops, and Napoleon forced the abdication of King Ferdinand VII in favor of the French emperor’s brother Joseph Bonaparte

· Though Spanish officials in Mexico were loath to oppose the new king, many Mexicans formed secret societies – some supporting Ferdinand, others independence from Spain

· Father Hidalgo belonged to such a group in San Miguel, near Dolores

· When the plot was betrayed to the Spanish, several members were arrested

· Warned to flee, Hidalgo decided instead to act promptly

· On September 16, 1810, he rang the church bell in Dolores to call his parishioners to an announcement of revolution against the Spanish

· What he began in San Miguel as a movement for independence became a social and economic war of the masses against the upper classes

· Thousands of Indians and mestizos flocked to Hidalgo’s banner of Our Lady of Guadalupe, capturing Guanajuato and other major cities west of Mexico City

· Soon Hidalgo was at the gates of the capital, but he hesitated, and the opportunity was lost

· His followers melted away

· The responsible elements in Mexico were frightened by the prospect of social upheaval

· After his defeat at Calderón on January 17, 1811, Hidalgo fled north, hoping to escape into the United States

· He was caught, degraded from the priesthood, and shot as a rebel
Treaty of Córdoba –

· In 1821, the land-owning class in Mexico, which was still a Spanish colony, decided to support Mexican independence under the assurance that they would retain ownership of their land
· In the Treaty of Córdoba, Spain was forced to recognize that its 300-year-old rule in Latin America was ending
· Mexico was granted independence and Central America shortly thereafter
· The Treaty of Córdoba marked the official beginning of Mexican independence
Simón Bolívar – 

· Nationalist and independence leader of South America

· Known as “The Liberator” because he led many nations to independence

· Was appointed to lead Venezuela after the Spanish colonists there chose to ignore France’s rule when Napoleon conquered Spain

· A student of Rousseau, Bolívar established a national congress in 1811, which declared independence from Spain
· Supporters of the Spanish crown declared civil war against Bolívar and his followers, but Bolívar eventually won freedom for what would become Colombia, Ecuador, and Venezuela
· Dreamed of a Gran Colombia or a united South America; however, regionalism and geographic obstacles prevented the realization of his dream
· Was a creole leader of independence movements in South America
John VI (Portugal) – 

· When Portugal was invaded by Napoleon’s armies in 1807, John VI, the Portuguese king, fled to Brazil and set up his royal court in exile

· In 1821, after Napoleon’s defeat, John VI safely returned to Portugal, but he left his son Pedro in charge of running the colony of Brazil

· Pedro led Brazil to independence as a constitutional monarchy

Pedro I and Pedro II (Brazil) –

· When his father John VI returned to Portugal in 1821 after the defeat of Napoleon, he left his son, Pedro I, in charge of running the colony of Brazil

· Pedro I declared Brazilian independence and crowned himself emperor in 1822

· In 1831, he abdicated power to his son Pedro II, who reformed Brazilian society and abolished slavery in 1888

· Because of the abolition, the land-owning class revolted and established a republic in 1889

· Pedro II was the second and last emperor of Brazil (1831–89); his benevolent reign lasted nearly 50 years
· On November 15, 1889, a military coup forced Pedro II to abdicate 

· Personally opposed to slavery (he had freed his own slaves in 1840), Pedro II felt that abolition in the agriculturally based Brazilian economy would have to occur gradually so as not to upset the landowners

· When complete emancipation was at last decreed (1888), with his daughter Isabel acting as regent, 700,000 slaves were freed, and no provision was made for compensation to the owners
Muhammad Ali –

· Napoleon tried to conquer Egypt during his French expansion efforts at the turn of the nineteenth century

· In 1798 Egypt, at that time a semiautonomous province of the Ottoman Empire, was occupied by a French force under Napoleon Bonaparte

· Muhammad Ali arrived there in 1801 as second in command of a 300-man Albanian regiment sent by the Ottoman government to oust the French from Egypt

· With great political skill, he managed by 1805 to be named the wālī, the Ottoman sultan’s viceroy in Egypt, with the rank of pasha

· However, Muhammad Ali defeated the French and the Ottomans, gaining control of Egypt in 1805

· Egypt was technically still part of the Ottoman Empire, but Muhammad Ali, acting as viceroy, had almost exclusive control of Egypt

· Muhammad Ali began to industrialize and westernize the region, encouraging Egyptian farmers to export their cotton to Britain for a profit

· Muhammad Ali improved Egypt’s irrigation system, on which its agriculture depended; he introduced new crops, such as cotton, which promised high cash returns; and he reorganized the administrative structure of the government to ensure strict control of the economy

· Muhammad Ali also attempted to construct a modern industrial system to process Egypt’s raw materials
· Muhammad Ali’s industrial experiments failed, largely because Egypt lacked sources of power, a native managerial class, and a trained working class
Battle of Waterloo –

· The countries that had overthrown Napoleon met in Vienna to discuss how to restore order and their powers in Europe

· The principal members of this coalition were Prince von Metternich of Austria, Alexander I of Russia, and the Duke of wellington of Britain

· After initial disagreements, during which Napoleon tried to return from exile and regain power, the coalition defeated him at the Battle of Waterloo in 1813

· Napoleon was then exiled permanently

Congress of Vienna – 

· 1814 – 1815 

· The allies who defeated Napoleon came together in the Congress of Vienna to decide what to do with the now defeated France and its European empire

· Prince Metternich was the leading diplomat at the Congress of Vienna

· France’s borders were restored to pre-Napoleonic times

· But France was not punished militarily or economically

· The Congress rearranged some European boundaries, established new kingdoms in Poland and the Netherlands and reaffirmed absolute rule by reseating the monarchs of France, Spain, Holland, and the Italian states

· The Congress of Vienna was conservative

· It sought to restore Europe to the way Europe was before the French Revolution 
Jacques Dessalines – 
· After the Haitian slave revolt, when Toussaint L’Ouverture was captured, his lieutenant Jacques Dessalines, also a former slave, named himself governor-general of Haiti and declared the island a free republic in 1804

· Haiti then became the first independent nation in Latin America

José de San Martín – 

· An American-born Spaniard (a creole) who was an officer in the Spanish army

· In 1814, he took command of the Argentinean armies and staged a revolution against Spain

· He took the rebellion to Argentina, Chile, and Peru, where he joined forces with Simón Bolívar
· Spanish forces were no match for the revolutionary army, and by the 1820s, most of South America had declared independence from Spain
José Morelos – 

·  Revolutionary priest who assumed leadership of the Mexican independence movement after Miguel Hidalgo’s 1810 rebellion and subsequent execution

· Led the revolutionary soldiers to some success against the loyalists in the Spanish colony

· However, the land-owning class turned against Morelos when he announced that he would redistribute land to the poor

· He was executed in 1815

The Monroe Doctrine –
· In 1823, President James Monroe of the United States issued the Monroe Doctrine, stating that the western hemisphere was off-limits to European aggression

· At the time, the U.S. army was not strong enough to back up this claim, but Great Britain supported the United States for fear that Spain might try to rekindle its American empire

· The Monroe Doctrine stated that the Americas were closed to future European colonization, that the Americas belonged to the people of the Americas

Spanish-American War – 

· The United States, which sympathized with Cuban revolutionaries trying to win independence from Spain, began the Spanish-American War in 1898

· The war ended in a few months, after the United States defeated the Spanish fleets in Cuba and the Philippines
· American gained control of Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, while Cuba was granted independence in exchange for concessions to the United States

· This event marked the beginning of the United States’ status as a world power

· The Spanish-American War of 1898 ended Spain’s colonial empire in the Western Hemisphere and secured the position of the United States as a Pacific power

· U.S. victory in the war produced a peace treaty that compelled the Spanish to relinquish claims on Cuba, and to cede sovereignty over Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines to the United States

· The United States also annexed the independent state of Hawaii during the conflict

· Thus, the war enabled the United States to establish its predominance in the Caribbean region and to pursue its strategic and economic interests in Asia
Roosevelt Corollary – 
· In 1904, after European powers sent warships to Venezuela to demand repayment of loans, United States President Theodore Roosevelt added the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

· This corollary said that the United States would intervene in financial disputes between European powers and countries in the Americas in order to maintain peace

· Some Latin American nations resented this seeming expression of U.S. imperialism

· President Theodore Roosevelt’s assertive approach to Latin America and the Caribbean has often been characterized as the “Big Stick,” and his policy came to be known as the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine
· Stated that the United States would intervene as a last resort to ensure that other nations in the Western Hemisphere fulfilled their obligations to international creditors, and did not violate the rights of the United States or invite “foreign aggression to the detriment of the entire body of American nations” 
· As the corollary worked out in practice, the United States increasingly used military force to restore internal stability to nations in the region
Crop Rotation – 

· During the Second Agricultural Revolution (preceding the Industrial Revolution in Great Britain), farmers began using a strategy called crop rotation

· Rather than leaving one third of their land fallow (as they did in the Middle Ages with the three-field system), farmers rotated their crops with several new crops that replenished the soil

· This allowed them to farm all of their land each season without stripping the soil of important nutrients

· Crop rotation greatly increased food production thereby freeing some agricultural workers for industrial or factory work

Enclosure System – 

· During the Second Agricultural Revolution (preceding the Industrial Revolution in Great Britain), public lands that once were shared during the Middle Ages in England were enclosed by fences, in a simple process called enclosure

· This made private farming with private gain possible for the first time

· Land was viewed as having commercial potential and was now used for profit

The Industrial Revolution – 

· Machines in factories to make goods

· Previously goods were made by hand in the domestic system or cottage system

· With industrialization, goods were made on machines in factories

· Industrialization greatly increased the production of goods and ultimately led to a fall in the prices of goods thereby increasing the amount of goods individuals could buy

· Also encouraged urbanization or movement to cities

· Led to the rise of a middle class (managerial class)

· Initially conditions in factories were unsafe and workers worked long hours for low wages

· Yet due to advancements in agriculture, farm laborers were often in need of work in the new factories
· Was a period from the eighteenth to the nineteenth century when major advancements in agriculture, manufacturing, mining, and transportation had a profound effect on socioeconomic and cultural conditions

· The movement started in the United Kingdom, then spread throughout Europe, North America, Japan, and eventually most of the world

The Flying Shuttle – 
· In 1733, John Kay invented the flying shuttle, which greatly increased the speed and efficiency of the weaving process

The Spinning Jenny – 

· In 1764, John Hargreaves invented the spinning jenny, which could spin incredibly large amounts of thread very quickly

· This machine aided the industrialization of the textile industry

· The machine used eight spindles onto which the thread was spun from a corresponding set of rovings

· By turning a single wheel, the operator could now spin eight threads at once
· The first successful multi-spindle spinning machine
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Luddites – 

· In the early 1800s in England, groups of workers known as Luddites destroyed equipment in factories in the middle of the night to protest bad working conditions and low wages

· The government sided with the business owners, executing some of the Luddites and passing laws against any future actions

· A group of early 19th century English workmen destroying laborsaving machinery as a protest against industrialization and technological change that led to the loss of some jobs in the creation of new jobs

· In 1786, the cloth workers of Leeds, a wool-industry center in northern England, issued a protest against the growing use of “scribbling” machines, which were taking over a task formerly performed by skilled labor

· “How are those men, thus thrown out of employ to provide for their families?” asked the petitioners. “And what are they to put their children apprentice to?”

· Mechanization eventually – that is, after a couple of generations – led to a broad rise in British living standards

· But it’s far from clear whether typical workers reaped any benefits during the early stages of the Industrial Revolution; many workers were clearly hurt. 
· And often the workers hurt most were those who had, with effort, acquired valuable skills – only to find those skills suddenly devalued

Steam Engine – 

· In the early 1700s, Thomas Newcomer developed an inefficient steam engine, but in 1769, James Watt dramatically improved it

· The steam engine was revolutionary because steam could be used not only to generate power for industry but also for transportation

· IN 1807, Robert Fulton built the first steamship, and in the 1820s, George Stephenson built the first steam-powered locomotive

· Steamships and locomotives would go a long way toward empire-building and global trade

· With the steam engine, any machine could be powered

· Thus, the steam engine was one of the most important inventions in the early years of the Industrial Revolution

Cotton Gin –

· 1793

· Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin

· Made it possible for large amounts of cotton to be processed quickly and efficiently

· Revolutionized the production of cotton by greatly speeding up the process of removing seeds from cotton fiber.

· Increased reliance on slavery in American South

· The invention offered Southern planters a justification to maintain and expand slavery even as a growing number of Americans supported its abolition
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Thomas Edison – 

· Considered one of the most important inventors in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Thomas Edison is best known for inventing the light bulb in 1879

· Some of his other inventions include the phonograph and a system for electricity distribution

· In his 84 years, Thomas Edison acquired a record number of 1,093 patents (singly or jointly) and was the driving force behind such innovations as the phonograph, the incandescent light bulb and one of the earliest motion picture cameras

· He also created the world’s first industrial research laboratory

· Known as the “Wizard of Menlo Park,” for the New Jersey town where he did some of his best-known work, Edison had become one of the most famous men in the world by the time he was in his 30s
Henry Ford – 

· Henry Ford introduced revolutionary new mass-production methods, including large production plants, the use of standardized, interchangeable parts and, in 1913, the world’s first moving assembly line for cars

· Henry Ford made extensive use of the assembly line

· With the assembly line system, each factory worker added only one part on the way to a finished product, in the same order every time

· This increased factory efficiency tremendously and quickly spread to many industries outside of car production

Marconi Guglielmo –

· In the 1890s, Marconi Guglielmo invented the radio

· This revolutionized the way people received news and current events, as well as provided a form of communication for the military and a form of entertainment for households everywhere

· Developed, demonstrated and marketed the first successful long-distance wireless telegraph and in 1901 broadcast the first transatlantic radio signal

· His company’s Marconi radios ended the isolation of ocean travel and saved hundreds of lives, including all of the surviving passengers from the sinking Titanic

· In 1909 he shared the Nobel Prize in Physics for his radio work

Orville and Wilbur Wright – 

· In 1903, Orville and Wilbur Wright (the Wright Brothers) invented the airplane

· This was the first mode of transportation that could move faster than a steamship (which was invented just one hundred years prior)

· Wilbur and Orville Wright were American inventors and pioneers of aviation

· In 1903, the Wright brothers achieved the first powered, sustained and controlled airplane flight; they surpassed their own milestone two years later when they built and flew the first fully practical airplane
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White Lotus Rebellion – 

· Buddhists led the White Lotus Rebellion (1796-1804) because they were frustrated with taxes and government corruption

· The Manchu army finally crushed the rebellions, but not before millions lost their lives and the empire was revealed to be weaker than expected

· A large-scale uprising in the mountainous regions of central China that contributed to the decline of the Qing dynasty (1644–1911)

· The White Lotus society (Bailianjiao) was a religious cult already in existence in the Nan (Southern) Song dynasty (1127–1279)

· When the Manchu tribes of Manchuria (now Northeast China) conquered China some 500 years later in the 17th century and proclaimed the Qing dynasty, the White Lotus members dedicated themselves to the overthrow of the alien Manchu and to the return of the previous Ming dynasty (1368–1644)

· In the late 18th century, in response to famine, crowded conditions, and harassment from petty government officials, White Lotus leaders in central China began a rebellion; they promised their followers that there would be the return of the Buddha and the end of suffering
· Although the rebellion continued for nine years, it never became an organized attempt to establish a new dynasty

· Rather, it consisted of uncoordinated roving bands using hit-and-run guerrilla tactics
The First Opium War – 

· To reverse a trade imbalance with China, the British began selling opium in China

· As opium is highly addictive, many Chinese succumbed to opium addiction and silver began flowing out of China and into Britain

· In 1838, the Manchu (Qing) Emperor issued an edict forbidding the sale or use of opium in China, due to the spread of a destructive drug habit throughout the country

· Consistent with this law, the Chinese seized British opium in Canton in 1839

· In response, the British waged and won the first Opium War, which lasted from 1839 to 1842

Treaty of Nanjing –

· In 1842, at the end of the first Opium War, China was forced to sign the Treaty of Nanjing, which granted Britain considerable rights to expand trade with China
· It also allowed Britain to continue to provide China with opium

· This treaty was the first of what came to be known as “unequal treaties”

· China paid the British an indemnity, ceded the territory of Hong Kong, and agreed to establish a “fair and reasonable” tariff

· British merchants, who had previously been allowed to trade only at Guangzhou (Canton), were now permitted to trade at five “treaty ports” and with whomever they pleased

· The treaty was supplemented in 1843 by the British Supplementary Treaty of the Bogue, which allowed British citizens to be tried in British courts (extraterritoriality) and granted Britain any rights in China that China might grant to other countries
Commodore Matthew Perry – 

· In 1853, Commodore Matthew Perry of the United states traveled to Japan by steamboat, which the Japanese had never seen before

· Commodore Perry came to Japan to encourage the Tokugawa shoguns to end their policy of isolationism (“no foreigners in – except the Chinese and Dutch at the port of Nagasaki – and no Japanese out”)

· The Japanese quickly realized that their two centuries of isolation had crippled them economically and militarily in the newly industrializing world

Treaty of Kanagawa –

· 1854

· One of the many treaties by which the West (particularly the United States) won concessions from Japan

· The nationalists, who resented the ratification of these treaties, were well-organized enough that they were able to overthrow the ruling shogun and restore the leadership of Emperor Meiji

· The Treaty of Kanagawa is also called Perry Convention (March 31, 1854)
· It was Japan’s first treaty with a Western nation
· Concluded by representatives of the United States and Japan at Kanagawa (now part of Yokohama), it marked the end of Japan’s period of seclusion (1639–1854)

· The treaty was signed as a result of pressure from U.S. Commodore Matthew C. Perry, who sailed into Tokyo Bay with a fleet of warships in July 1853 and demanded that the Japanese open their ports to U.S. ships for supplies

· Perry then left Japan in order to give the government a few months to consider its decision

· When he returned in February 1854, the Japanese, aware that none of their armaments was a match for Perry’s warships, agreed to admit U.S. ships to the ports of Shimoda and Hakodate and to accept a U.S. consul at Shimoda

· The Treaty of Kanagawa was the first of the treaties signed between Japan and other Western countries in the 19th century
Meiji Restoration – 

· With the arrival of Commodore Perry in Japan, Japanese elite began to question the nation’s direction

· In 1868 the Tokugawa shogun, who ruled Japan in the feudal period, lost his power and the emperor was restored to the supreme position

· The emperor took the name Meiji (“enlightened rule”) as his reign name; this event was known as the Meiji Restoration
· When the Meiji emperor was restored as head of Japan in 1868, the nation was a militarily weak country, was primarily agricultural, and had little technological development

· The Western powers (Europe and the United States) had forced Japan to sign treaties that limited its control over its own foreign trade and required that crimes concerning foreigners in Japan be tried not in Japanese but in Western courts

· When the Meiji period ended, with the death of the emperor in 1912, Japan had established a highly centralized, bureaucratic government;

· A constitution establishing an elected parliament was created
· A well-developed transport and communication system was created
· A highly educated population free of feudal class restrictions developed
· An established and rapidly growing industrial sector based on the latest technology developed 

· A powerful army and navy were built
· By 1868, feudalism had been abolished and the emperor had been restored to power

· No more shogun; no more daimyo; no more samurai

· Japan began a program of modernization, westernization, and industrialization

· After Emperor Meiji was restored to power in Japan, the Meiji Restoration began

· This period was an era of swift Japanese westernization and industrialization, after which Japan emerged as a world power

· By the 1870s, Japan built railways and steamships

· By 1876, a universal military service was established among all Japanese males and the samurai warrior class had been abolished

· While the emperor was restored to power, he did not rule directly

· The emperor was expected to accept the advice of the group that had overthrown the shogun, and it was from this group that a small number of ambitious, able, and patriotic young men from the lower ranks of the samurai emerged to take control and establish the new political system
· However, in an effort to unite the Japanese nation in response to the Western challenge, the Meiji leaders created a civic ideology centered around the emperor

· Due to the Meiji Restoration, Japan strengthened itself enough to remain a sovereign nation in the face of Western colonizing powers and indeed became a colonizing power itself

Sino-French War – 

· In 1883, the French waged the Sino-French War on China for control of Vietnam

· The Chinese lost the war and control of Vietnam; subsequently, the French established a colony there called French Indochina

· Conflict between China and France over Vietnam, which disclosed the inadequacy of China’s modernization efforts and aroused nationalistic sentiment in South China


Sino-Japanese War – 

· In 1893, Japan fought China in the Sino-Japanese War

· The rising imperial power of Japan wanted to assert its strength over China in the interest of gaining territory and trade rights

· Conflict between Japan and China that marked the emergence of Japan as a major world power and demonstrated the weakness of the Chinese empire

· The war grew out of conflict between the two countries for supremacy in Korea

· Korea had long been China’s most important client state, but its strategic location opposite the Japanese islands and its natural resources of coal and iron attracted Japan’s interest

· In 1875 Japan, which had begun to adopt Western technology, forced Korea to open itself to foreign, especially Japanese, trade and to declare itself independent from China in its foreign relations
· In the Treaty of Shimonoseki, which ended the conflict, China recognized the independence of Korea and ceded Taiwan, the adjoining Pescadores, and the Liaodong Peninsula in Manchuria 

Treaty of Shimonoseki –

· Ended the Sino-Japanese War

· Required that China hand over control of Taiwan to Japan and grant the Japanese trading rights similar to those it had given to Europe

· Shortly after this, Japan also took control of Korea

· An agreement that concluded the first Sino-Japanese War (1894–95), which ended in China’s defeat

· By the terms of the treaty, China was obliged to recognize the independence of Korea, over which it had traditionally held suzerainty; to cede Taiwan, the Pescadores Islands, and the Liaodong (south Manchurian) Peninsula to Japan; to pay an indemnity of 200,000,000 taels to Japan; and to open the ports of Shashi, Chongqing, Suzhou, and Hangzhou to Japanese trade
· The Triple Intervention (1895), secured by Russia, France, and Germany, subsequently required Japan to retrocede the Liaodong Peninsula to China in return for an additional indemnity of 30,000,000 taels

Karl Marx – 

· A German philosopher and economist

· Published The Communist Manifesto in 1848 along with Friedrich Engels

· Believed that the history of the world was a history of class struggle: master and slave, lord and serve, and bourgeoisie (capitalist) and proletariat (worker)

· Believed the proletariat would unite and through a violent revolution, overthrow the capitalist class
· Believed that the oppressed working class would eventually revolt and take control of the means of production in a capitalistic society because all the instruments of power – the government, the police, the church, and the courts – were on the side of the privileged class

· After the revolution, Marx believed that a dictatorship of the proletariat would develop and eventually wither away

· The dictatorship would establish economic equality (no rich and no poor) while the government owned all property (thereby abolishing private property) and abolishing religion as well

· A classless society would develop where all individuals shared equally

· Marx’s beliefs served as the foundation for socialism and communism
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Social Darwinism – 

· Social Darwinists in Britain applied Charles Darwin’s theory of natural selection to sociology

· They believed that dominant races or classes of people rise to the top of civilization through a process of “survival of the fittest”

· Many European colonizers used this theory to justify the colonization and enslavement of “lesser” people

· The theory that persons, groups, and races are subject to the same laws of natural selection as Charles Darwin had perceived in plants and animals in nature

· According to the theory, which was popular in the late 19th  and early 20th  centuries, the weak were diminished and their cultures delimited, while the strong grew in power and in cultural influence over the weak

· Social Darwinists held that the life of humans in society was a struggle for existence ruled by “survival of the fittest,” a phrase proposed by the British philosopher and scientist Herbert Spencer

· The belief that the strong must dominate the weak

Count Camillo Cavour – 

· Was Italy’s first prime minister, appointed in 1849 by King Victor Emmanuel II of Piedmont-Sardinia

· He, like the king of Sardinia, believed that Italy should be unified

· Cavour waged a series of wars in which he sided with European powers that could assist him in removing Austrian influence from Italy

· By 1859, he and the king had managed to remove Austria from every part of Italy besides Venetia

· Considered the brain of Italian unification

Giuseppe Garibaldi – 

· An Italian nationalist

· Raised a volunteer army and drove Spain out of the Kingdom of Two Sicilies in 1860

· The foremost military figure and popular hero of the age of Italian unification known as the Risorgimento with Cavour and Mazzini 
· He is deemed one of the makers of Modern Italy

· Cavour is considered the “brain of unification,” Mazzini the “soul,” and Garibaldi the “sword” 
· Thanks to Garibaldi, a large chunk of present-day Italy had been unified by 1861 and the region declared itself a unified kingdom under King Victor Emmanuel II

Victor Emmanuel II – 

· In 1849, the king of Sardinia, Victor Emmanuel II, named Count Camillo Cavour his prime minister and encouraged and supported Italian nationalism

· King Victor Emmanuel II believed strongly in Italian unification

· He waged several wars and finally managed to remove Austrian influence from every part of Italy, except Venetia, by 1859

· King Victor Emmanuel II secretly encouraged Garibaldi in the conquest of Sicily and Naples; he then led his Piedmontese army into papal territory to link up with Garibaldi in the face of an excommunication by Pius IX
· Following Cavour’s death in 1861, Victor Emmanuel played a more direct role in government and despite setbacks achieved two notable triumphs: the acquisition of Venetia through war on the side of Bismarck’s Prussia in 1866, and of Rome after the withdrawal of the French garrison in 1870

· The occupation of Rome as the national capital so antagonized Pius IX that he refused all overtures toward reconciliation, and no meeting ever took place between the two sovereigns; nevertheless, on Victor Emmanuel’s death in 1878 Pius permitted his burial in the Pantheon

William I of Prussia –

· Appointed in 1861, King William I of Prussia began an effort to consolidate the German territories into a powerful empire

· He appointed Otto von Bismarck prime minster, and they began building the military and consolidating the region under Prussian authority

· Advocated the unification of Germany and German nationalism
Otto von Bismarck – 

· Was appointed prime minister of Prussia in 1861 by William I

· Developed the military and consolidated the German territories into a powerful empire

· Achieved this consolidation by force, defeating Austria and securing most of the other German principalities except for the Catholic regions in the south, which he won when the southern principalities allied with him against the French in the Franco-Prussian War from 1870 to 1871
· In 1851, King Frederick Wilhelm IV appointed Bismarck as Prussian representative to the German Confederation

· Bismarck then served as ambassador to Russia and France

· In 1862, he returned to Prussia and was appointed prime minister by the new king, Wilhelm I

· Bismarck was now determined to unite the German states into a single empire, with Prussia at its core

· With Austrian support, he used the expanded Prussian army to capture the provinces of Schleswig and Holstein from Denmark

· He then escalated a quarrel with Austria and its German allies over the administration of these provinces into a war, in which Prussia was the victor

· Prussia then annexed further territory in Germany

· Unable to persuade the southern German states to join with his North German Confederation, he provoked hostilities with France as a way of uniting the German states together

· The German victory in the Franco-Prussian War won over the southern German states, and in 1871 they agreed to join a German empire

· Wilhelm I of Prussia became emperor

· Worked to prevent the spread of socialism, partly by introducing health insurance and pensions
· Abroad, Bismarck aimed to make the German empire the most powerful in Europe

· He said, “Not by speeches and votes of the majority, are the great questions of the time decided – that was the error of 1848 and 1849 – but by iron and blood
Franco-Prussian War – 
· Otto von Bismarck wanted to take over the resistant Catholic German states to complete his vision of German unification and a German empire

· In order to do this, he formed an alliance with the German Catholic states against aggression from France; then he provoked France to declare war on Prussia in 1870, starting the Franco-Prussian War

· Bismarck was victorious and Prussia gained control of the German Catholic states

· The Franco-Prussian War was a war in 1870-1871 lost by France to the German states under the leadership of Prussia
· The underlying causes of the conflict were the determination of the Prussian statesman Otto von Bismarck to unify Germany under Prussian control and to eliminate French influence over Germany
· He crowned William I emperor of the new German Empire, or Second Reich, in 1871

Emperor William (Wilhelm) II of Germany – 
· In 1888, Germany crowned William II the second emperor of the Second Reich

· William II wanted to run the country himself, and he forced Otto von Bismarck to resign as prime minister in 1890

· William II built a huge navy, pursued colonial ambitions in Africa and Asia, and oversaw Germany’s rise to one of the most powerful nations in the world during the early twentieth century

The Second Reich – 
· Refers to the German Empire

· Formed by Otto von Bismarck, who crowned King William I as emperor in 1871

· Second Reich means “second empire,” and was named as a nod to the Holy Roman Empire, or the First Reich

· Thus, the Holy Roman Empire was considered the First Reich (800 to 1806) and the Second Reich was the German Empire from 1871 to 1918

· Adolf Hitler claimed that his empire was the Third Reich or the official Nazi designation for the regime in Germany from January 1933 to May 1945, as the presumed successor of the First Reich and Second Reich

Charles Darwin – 

· Developed the theory of evolution by natural selection

· Wrote On the Origin of Species (1859)
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Alexander II – 

· In the 1860s, Russian Tsar (Czar) Alexander II enacted some reforms based on Enlightenment thinking

· In 1861, Tsar Alexander II emancipated or freed the serfs

· He issued the Emancipation Edict, which abolished serfdom but did little to improve the lives of most peasants

· Tsar Alexander II was assassinated in 1881 by The People’s Will (a group comprising educated middle class citizens-turned-revolutionaries)

Emancipation Edict of Russia – 

· Tsar (Czar) Alexander II issued the Emancipation Edict of Russia (1861) which abolished serfdom
· However, it did not totally transform the lives of most serfs because they were granted small plots of land for which they had to pay huge sums to the government to keep

· In response, some peasants went to work in urban industries but suffered terrible working conditions, as Western industrial reforms had not yet made their way to Russia

The People’s Will – 

· In 1881, a political group called The People’s Will assassinated Tsar Alexander II

· This group had become educated on political and economic ideas that were circulating throughout the rest of Europe and they decided to assert themselves against the monarchy

· Tsar Alexander II, the ruler of Russia since 1855, is killed in the streets of St. Petersburg by a bomb thrown by a member of the revolutionary “People’s Will” group

· The People’s Will, organized in 1879, employed terrorism and assassination in their attempt to overthrow Russia’s tsarist autocracy

· They murdered officials and made several attempts on the tsar’s life before finally assassinating him on March 13, 1881

Russification – 

· When Tsar Alexander III took power, he enacted a policy known as Russification, under which all Russians were expected to learn the Russian language and convert to Russian Orthodoxy

· Anyone who did not comply was persecuted, especially Jews

· Under Tsar Alexander III, horrible working conditions in the factories continued, even as productivity increased

· Tsar Alexander III adopted programs, based on the concepts of Orthodoxy, autocracy, and narodnost (a belief in the Russian people), that included the Russification of national minorities in the Russian Empire as well as persecution of the non-Orthodox religious groups
Alexander Graham Bell – 

· In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone

· This invention was a dramatic step forward from the telegraph, as it allowed people to have verbal conversations from great distances

Samuel Morse – 

· Improved the telegraph in 1837

· This mode of communication enabled people to send messages back and forth in Morse code across large distances in mere seconds

· First invented in 1774, the telegraph was a bulky and impractical machine that was designed to transmit over twenty-six electrical wires

· Morse reduced that unwieldy bundle of wires into a single one

· Along with the single-wire telegraph, Morse developed his “Morse” code

· He would refine it to employ a short signal (the dot) and a long one (the dash) in combinations to spell out messages

Factory Act of 1883 – 

· The British Parliament passed the Factory Act of 1883 as a means of improving the quality of life of workers

· The act limited the hours of each workday, restricted children from working in factories, and required factory owners to better their working conditions

Gottlieb Daimler – 

· In 1885, Gottlieb Daimler invented the internal combustion engine, which was later incorporated into the car

Berlin Conference –

· Hosted by Otto von Bismarck

· European powers set up rules for how future colonization of Africa would occur

· Led to Scramble for Africa as countries raced to establish possession of Africa

· Within three decades, almost the entire continent was colonized

· By 1914, only Ethiopia and Liberia remained independent
The Indian National Congress – 

· Indian nationalist organization ultimately seeking to free the Indian subcontinent from British rule

· The mostly Hindu Indian National Congress was established in 1885 to increase the rights of Indians under colonial rule

· This was the first move in India’s long revolutionary effort, later joined by Mohandas K. Gandhi and his followers

Platt Amendment – 

· After Cuba won its independence in 1898, the United States remained involved in Cuban affairs, both domestic and foreign, under the terms of the Platt Amendment

· This agreement also allowed the United States to retain certain economic and military territories in Cuba, such as Guantánamo Bay Naval Base

· By its terms, Cuba would not transfer Cuban land to any power other than the United States, Cuba’s right to negotiate treaties was limited, rights to a naval base in Cuba were ceded to the United States, U.S. intervention in Cuba “for the preservation of Cuban independence” was permitted, and a formal treaty detailing all the foregoing provisions was provided for

Abbas I – 

· Muhammad Ali’s grandson

· Became ruler of Egypt in 1848

· Unlike his grandfather, he halted all attempts to westernize Egypt

· This set the region back temporarily, but westernization efforts were reinvigorated by subsequent rulers

Boer War – 

· Series of bloody battles between Boers (members of the Dutch population that settled in southern Africa in the late 17th century) and the British Empire

· Lasted from 1899 to 1902

· Fought over the Transvaal, a region rich in diamonds and gold

· Britain won the war and annexed South Africa

Union of South Africa – 

· In 1910, the Union of South Africa was formed by two British colonies and two Boer republics

· While the British and Dutch colonists were given significant rights to self-government, black South Africans were excluded from the political process

· This union was the predecessor of what is now the Republic of South Africa

· In 1910, the South Africa Act was passed in Britain granting dominion to the White minority over Native (African), Asiatic (mostly Indian) and “Coloured and other mixed races”

· This Act brought the colonies and republics –Cape Colony, Natal, Transvaal and Orange Free State – together as the Union of South Africa

· Under the provisions of the Act, the Union remained British territory, but with home-rule for Afrikaners

· Each of the four unified states was allowed to keep their existing franchise qualifications and the Cape Colony was the only one which permitted voting by (property owning) non-whites

· General Louis Botha, the first Prime Minister of the Union, introduced the policy of formal racial segregation, leading to the further erosion of the Black majority’s political rights and the aggravation of the plight of African communities

· From the outset, the White Union government implemented a policy of Apartheid (the separate development of the races) and it became highly unpopular as successive laws further curtailed the rights of the Black majority
· English and Dutch became the official languages

· Afrikaans did not gain recognition as an official language until 1925

· Despite a major campaign by Blacks and Coloureds, the voter franchise remained as in the pre-Union republics and colonies, and only whites could gain election to parliament
· The new Union of South Africa gained international respect with British Dominion status putting it on par with three other important British dominions and allies: Canada, Australia and New Zealand

Spheres of Influence – 

· While China was in a weakened state in the late nineteenth century, the European powers took advantage of the situation to establish a greater presence in China

· France, Germany, Russia, and Britain carved up big slices of China for themselves, called spheres of influence

· These spheres were not colonies, but rather areas in which the European countries invested heavily, set up military bases, and established business, transportation, and communication operations

· China lost effective control of her lucrative sea ports

· 50 of China’s most prosperous ports were deemed “treaty ports” which meant that they were open to foreign trade and residence

· European nations also divided up China into spheres of influence and in these spheres the European nation involved all but ran it

· The wishes of the Chinese were ignored

· This, understandably, created a great deal of resentment amongst the Chinese
· The Qing or Manchu dynasty took the blame for this situation
Open Door Policy – 

· Faced with concerns that it would be prevented from trade with China if the Qing Dynasty fell and Europeans conquered China, the United States developed its Open Door Policy

· Through this policy, the United States pledged its support of the sovereignty of the Chinese government and announced equal trading privileges among all imperial powers

· U.S. Secretary of State John Hay first articulated the concept of the “Open Door” in China in a series of notes in 1899-1900

· These Open Door Notes aimed to secure international agreement to the U.S. policy of promoting equal opportunity for international trade and commerce in China, and respect for China’s administrative and territorial integrity
Self-Strengthening Movement – 

· In the 1860s, the Manchu or Qing Dynasty tried to recover its image and strength after several rebellions through the enactment of the Self-Strengthening Movement

· Unfortunately, the movement was ineffective

· In 1876, Korea declared its independence once it recognized that China was, in fact, weak

· Feng Guifen was the Chinese scholar and official whose ideas were the basis of the Self-Strengthening Movement (1861–95), in which the Qing dynasty (1644–1911/12) introduced Western methods and technology in an attempt to renovate Chinese diplomatic, fiscal, educational, and military policy

· Feng Guifen was a native of South China and came into frequent contact with Westerners in the large trading city of Shanghai

· China’s capital at Beijing had just fallen to a combined British-French force, ending the Arrow War (the second Opium War; 1856–60) and forcing trading concessions to be granted to the West

· It was then that Feng wrote his well-known Jiaobinlu kangyi (“Protest from the Jiaobin Studio”)

· In it he warned the Chinese of the difference between the old Confucian world and the new world that had resulted from the intrusion of Western power and technology into China; he argued that the Chinese could best meet the Western challenge by learning the technology themselves

· However, the Self-Strengthening Movement met resistance from the Confucian scholar gentry class and was half-hearted in its actual reforms

Suez Canal – 

· In 1869, the French completed the construction of the Suez Canal, which connected the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean, eliminating the need for ships to round the Cape of Good Hope

· Egypt was able to bolster its struggling economy by selling stock in the canal to Great Britain, the canal’s most frequent user

· By 1882, Britain controlled the Suez Canal and declared Egypt a British protectorate, allowing Egyptians to remain in political power

· In 1875, Great Britain became the largest shareholder in the Suez Canal Company when it bought up the stock of the new Ottoman governor of Egypt

· Seven years later, in 1882, Britain invaded Egypt, beginning a long occupation of the country

· The Anglo-Egyptian treaty of 1936 made Egypt virtually independent, but Britain reserved rights for the protection of the canal
Society of Righteous and Harmonious Fists (Boxers) –

· In twentieth century China, the Society of Righteous and Harmonious Fists, or Boxers, was a group of anti-Manchu, anti-European, and anti-Christian men that organized once China became occupied by Western countries and Japan

· The Boxers used guerilla warfare tactics to attempt to drive foreigners out of China

· However, Europe and Japan crushed the rebellion by sending in reinforcements for their troops 

· This resulted in China having to grant even more concessions to outside forces

· In 1900, in what became known as the Boxer Rebellion (or the Boxer Uprising), a Chinese secret organization called the Society of the Righteous and Harmonious Fists led an uprising in northern China against the spread of Western and Japanese influence there

· The rebels, referred to by Westerners as Boxers because they performed physical exercises they believed would make them able to withstand bullets, killed foreigners and Chinese Christians and destroyed foreign property

· From June to August, the Boxers besieged the foreign district of Beijing (then called Peking), China’s capital, until an international force that included American troops subdued the uprising

· By the terms of the Boxer Protocol, which officially ended the rebellion in 1901, China agreed to pay more than $330 million in reparations

Boxer Protocol – 

· 1901

· China was coerced into signing the Boxer Protocol

· To end the Boxer Rebellion

· Required that China reimburse Europe and Japan for the costs incurred by crushing the rebellion

· Also forced China to formally apologize for the mutiny

Taiping Rebellion – 

· 1850-1864 in China

· A radical political and religious upheaval that was probably the most important event in China in the 19th century

· It ravaged 17 provinces, took an estimated 20,000,000 lives, and irrevocably altered the Qing Dynasty

· The rebellion was led by a Hong Xiuquan, a Chinese man claiming to be the brother of Jesus Christ

· Recruited an army of almost a million and came close to overthrowing the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty

· Though the rebellion ultimately failed, it revealed to the world that China was crumbling from the inside out

· The rebellion began under the leadership of Hong Xiuquan (1814–64), a disappointed civil service examination candidate who, influenced by Christian teachings, had a series of visions and believed himself to be the son of God, the younger brother of Jesus Christ, sent to reform China

· A friend of Hong’s, Feng Yunshan, utilized Hong’s ideas to organize a new religious group, the God Worshippers’ Society (Bai Shangdi Hui), which he formed among the impoverished peasants of Guangxi province

· In 1847 Hong joined Feng and the God Worshippers, and three years later he led them in rebellion

· On January 1, 1851, he proclaimed his new dynasty, the Taiping Tianguo (“Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace”), and assumed the title of Tianwang, or “Heavenly King”
· Their credo – to share property in common – attracted many famine-stricken peasants, workers, and miners, as did their propaganda against the foreign Manchu rulers of China

· Prostitution, foot-binding, and slavery were prohibited, as well as opium smoking, adultery, gambling, and use of tobacco and alcohol

· Under the Taipings, the Chinese language was simplified, and equality between men and women was decreed

· All property was to be held in common, and equal distribution of the land occurred

· Some Western-educated Taiping leaders even proposed the development of industry and the building of a Taiping democracy

· The Qing dynasty was so weakened by the rebellion that it never again was able to establish an effective hold over the country

· Both the Chinese communists and the Chinese Nationalists trace their origin to the Taipings

· A Western-trained “Ever-Victorious Army” commanded by an American and later by a British officer stopped the Taiping army in Shanghai

· The gentry, who usually rallied to support a successful rebellion, had been alienated by the radical anti-Confucianism of the Taipings, and they organized under the leadership of Zeng Guofan, a Chinese official of the Qing government

· By 1862 Zeng had managed to surround Nanjing, and the city fell in July 1864
· Taiping resistance continued until 1868 but it ultimately failed to overthrow the Qing Dynasty
Nicholas II – 

· Last tsar (czar) of Russia

· Ruling from 1894 to his forced abdication in 1917

· Determined that Russia should not be left out in the scramble for colonial possessions, Nicholas encouraged Russian expansion in Manchuria

· This provoked war with Japan (Russo-Japanese War) in 1904  
· The resulting Russian defeat led to strikes and riots

· In January 1905, on “Bloody Sunday”, the army in St Petersburg shot at an unarmed crowd demanding radical reforms

· Opposition to the tsar grew and Nicholas II was forced to grant a constitution and establish a parliament, the Duma

· When a provisional government was established in 1917, he was forced to abdicate

· When the Bolshevik Revolution occurred, the tsar and his family were under house arrest

· However, Nicholas II and his entire family were executed by Soviet revolutionaries in 1918

Bloody Sunday – 

· On a Sunday in 1905, Russian moderates marched on Nicholas II’s palace in a peaceful protest

· They wanted the tsar (czar) to enact Enlightened reforms, but the tsar felt threatened and ordered his troops to fire on the protesters
Duma – 

· In 1906, Tsar Nicholas II created the Duma, a body intended to represent the Russian people in government

· However, every time the Duma disagreed with the tsar, he immediately disbanded it

· This disbandment signaled the beginning of the end of the Romanov Dynasty

Peter Stolypin – 

· In 1906, Tsar Nicholas II appointed Peter Stolypin prime minister of Russia

· Stolypin was charged with enacting legislative reforms in order to appease revolutionaries

· However, these reforms were too little and too late

· And Peter Stolypin was assassinated in 1911
· As prime minister since 1906, Stolypin had tried to turn the Russian peasantry into prosperous independent small farmers who would be grateful and loyal to the imperial regime
· He also ruthlessly suppressed opposition and had so many accused rebels hanged that the noose acquired the nickname of ‘Stolypin’s necktie’

· His methods aroused fierce opposition and only a minority of the Russian peasantry took advantage of the opportunities he offered them
The Russo-Japanese War – 

· In 1904, the Japanese ousted Russia from Manchuria in the Russo-Japanese War

· This resulted in a Japanese sphere of influence in Manchuria and Japan’s firm establishment as a world power

· The Treaty of Portsmouth formally ended the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05

· The negotiations were brokered in part by U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt

· The final agreement was signed in September of 1905, and it affirmed the Japanese presence in south Manchuria and Korea and ceded the southern half of the island of Sakhalin to Japan

The Panama Canal – 
· At the turn of the twentieth century, the United States incited Panamanians to declare their independence from Columbia so that the U.S. could negotiate the right to build the Panama Canal there

· Construction went from 1904 to 1914

· The canal allowed for faster transportation from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean

· President Theodore Roosevelt oversaw the realization of a long-term United States goal – a trans-isthmian canal

· To ship goods quickly and cheaply between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts

· Secretary of State John Hay signed a treaty with Colombian Foreign Minister Tomás Herrán to build the new canal

· The financial terms were unacceptable to Colombia’s congress, and it rejected the offer
· President Roosevelt responded by dispatching U.S. warships to Panama City (on the Pacific) and Colón (on the Atlantic) in support of Panamanian independence

· Colombian troops were unable to negotiate the jungles of the Darien Strait and Panama declared independence on November 3, 1903

· The newly declared Republic of Panama immediately named Philippe Bunau-Varilla (a French engineer who had been involved in the earlier de Lesseps canal attempt) as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
· The United States also agreed to guarantee the independence of Panama

· Completed in 1914, the Panama Canal symbolized U.S. technological prowess and economic power

· Although U.S. control of the canal eventually became an irritant to U.S.-Panamanian relations, at the time it was heralded as a major foreign policy achievement

Triple Alliance (1880s) –

· Before he resigned from office, Otto von Bismarck created the Triple Alliance among Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy in the 1880s

· However, in secret, Bismarck had a pact with Russia

· Bismarck was trying to align Germany correctly in case of any international tensions

· It was a secret agreement between Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy formed in formed in May 1882 and renewed periodically until World War I

· Germany and Austria-Hungary had been closely allied since 1879

· Italy sought their support against France shortly after losing North African ambitions to the French

Triple Entente – 

· In 1907, Britain signed friendly agreements with France and Russia, creating the Triple Entente 

· This was in anticipation of the possibility of war, which was realized just a few years later

· It was an association between Great Britain, France, and Russia, the nucleus of the Allied Powers in World War I

· It developed from the Franco-Russian alliance that gradually developed and was formalized in 1894, the Anglo-French Entente Cordiale of 1904, and an Anglo-Russian agreement agreement of 1907, which brought the Triple Entente into existence

Contemporary (1914 – Present):  
Archduke Franz Ferdinand – 

· 1914

· Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, visited Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia, where he and his wife were shot and killed by a Serbian nationalist

· The assassination of the Archduke caused Austria-Hungary to declare war on Serbia

· Russia was Serbia’s ally and so, declared war on Austria-Hungary

· Tensions mounted

· The assassination of the Archduke triggered the alliance system as one member of the Triple Entente went to war with one member of the Triple Alliance

· Thus, Ferdinand’s assassination marked the beginning of the first World War
Central Powers – 

· At the beginning of World War I, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire aligned themselves as the Central Powers

· Italy – which had joined with Germany and Austria-Hungary in an earlier alliance (the Triple Alliance) – had backed out at the last minute and declared itself neutral
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Allies (World War I) – 

· In World War I, Britain, France, and Russia joined forces as the Allies, in order to fight the Central Powers

· More than forty countries aligned themselves with the Allies, and in 1915, Italy eschewed (avoided) its neutrality to join the Allies as well

· Italy was supposed to have been aligned with the Central Powers, but had backed out the year before
Schlieffen Plan – 

· In 1905, Germany issued the Schlieffen Plan, which called for a swift attack on France through Belgium (a neutral country that had growing ties with Britain)

· The Schlieffen Plan was created by General Count Alfred von Schlieffen in December 1905

· The Schlieffen Plan was the operational plan for a designated attack on France once Russia, in response to international tension, had started to mobilize her forces near the German border

· The execution of the Schlieffen Plan led to Britain declaring war on Germany on August 4, 1914
· It was based on the theory that Germany would be at war with France and Russia at the same time

· It was based on the belief that, if the country went to war, Germany would be faced with a war on two fronts with France and Russia

· The plan assumed that France was weak and could be beaten quickly, and that Russia was much stronger, but would take longer to mobilize its army

· Britain declared war on Germany on August 4, 1914  because, in a Treaty of 1839, Britain had promised to defend Belgium
Lusitania – 

· A British passenger liner that was sunk by a German submarine in 1915

· More than 100 Americans on board the Lusitania were killed

· This tragedy became the catalyst for the United States to start considering entering the First World War

· The United States had maintained a policy of neutrality since President George Washington’s Farewell Address

· But with the sinking of the Lusitania and later the Zimmerman Telegram, the USA eventually entered the First World War on the side of the Allies

Balfour Declaration

· During World War I, Zionists convinced Arthur Balfour, Britain’s foreign secretary, that a Jewish homeland in Palestine was warranted

· Balfour issued the Balfour Declaration, which supported the right for a home for Jews in Palestine (controlled by Britain beginning in 1920) but qualified that the pre-existing Palestinians should not be displaced

· The declaration became problematic as it was left to the Jews and Palestinians to divided the land among themselves
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The Zimmerman Telegram – 

· The Zimmerman telegram was a secret message sent between German diplomats suggesting that Mexico might want to join forces with Germany in an effort to regain the territory Mexico had lost to the United States in the Mexican-American War of 1846

· This telegram was intercepted by the United States, which then entered the war on the side of the Allies

· While armies moved across the face of Europe, the United States remained neutral

· In 1916 Woodrow Wilson was elected President for a second term, largely because of the slogan “He kept us out of war”

· Events in early 1917 would change that hope

· In frustration over the effective British naval blockade, in February Germany broke its pledge to limit submarine warfare.

· In response to the breaking of the Sussex pledge, the United States severed diplomatic relations with German
· In January of 1917, British cryptographers deciphered a telegram from German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmermann to the German Minister to Mexico, von Eckhardt, offering United States territory to Mexico in return for joining the German cause

· This message helped draw the United States into the war and thus changed the course of history

· In an effort to protect their intelligence from detection and to capitalize on growing anti-German sentiment in the United States, the British waited until February 24 to present the telegram to Woodrow Wilson

· The American press published news of the telegram on March 1
Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points – 

· In January 1918, United States President Woodrow Wilson delivered his Fourteen Points speech, which was intended to create a workable balance of power in Europe and promote peace

· However, Britain and France, needing to justify the devastation of the war, rejected Woodrow Wilson’s proposal and instead signed the Treaty of Versailles, which made Germany pay heavily for its actions

· Wilson directly addressed what he perceived as the causes for the world war by calling for the abolition of secret treaties, a reduction in armaments, an adjustment in colonial claims in the interests of both native peoples and colonists, and freedom of the seas

· Wilson also made proposals that would ensure world peace in the future

· For example, he proposed the removal of economic barriers between nations, the promise of “self-determination” for those oppressed minorities, and a world organization that would provide a system of collective security for all nations

· Wilson’s Fourteen Points were designed to undermine the Central Powers’ will to continue and to inspire the Allies to victory

· The Fourteen Points were broadcast throughout the world and were showered from rockets and shells behind the enemy’s lines
· When the Allies met in Versailles to formulate the treaty to end World War I with Germany and Austria-Hungary, most of Wilson’s Fourteen Points were scuttled by the leaders of England and France

· To his dismay, Wilson discovered that England, France, and Italy were mostly interested in regaining what they had lost and gaining more by punishing Germany

· Germany quickly found out that Wilson’s blueprint for world peace would not apply to them

· However, Wilson’s capstone point calling for a world organization that would provide some system of collective security was incorporated into the Treaty of Versailles

· This organization would later be known as the League of Nations

· Though Wilson launched a tireless missionary campaign to overcome opposition in the U.S. Senate to the adoption of the treaty and membership in the League, the treaty was never adopted by the Senate, and the United States never joined the League of Nations

· Wilson would later suggest that without American participation in the League, there would be another world war within a generation

League of Nations – 

· An international peacekeeping organization formed at the end of World War I

· In his Fourteen Points, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson called for the creation of an international peacekeeping organization called the League of Nations

· The leaders at Versailles agreed with the idea in principle

· However, the US. Congress openly rejected the League of Nations and the USA pursued a policy of isolationism after World War I

· The League of Nations was an international organization, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, created after the First World War to provide a forum for resolving international disputes

· It was first proposed by President Woodrow Wilson as part of his Fourteen Points plan for an equitable peace in Europe, but the United States was never a member

· The League of Nations failed to prevent World War II

· The League of Nations’ task was to make sure that war never broke out again

The Treaty of Versailles – 

· 1919

· Brought an official end to World War I

· The treaty was harsh on Germany, because France and Britain wanted to make sure their adversary could never again rise to power and invade other European nations

· Germany was required to pay war reparations, release territory, and downsize its military

· Austria-Hungary was divided into separate nations, and Czechoslovakia was created

· The United States objected to such a harsh treaty, but was overruled

· Negotiated among the Allied powers with little participation by Germany, its 15 parts and 440 articles reassigned German boundaries and assigned liability for reparations

· The treaty, negotiated between January and June 1919 in Paris, was written by the Allies with almost no participation by the Germans
· The German government signed the treaty under protest

· Right-wing German parties attacked it as a betrayal, and terrorists assassinated several politicians whom they considered responsible

· The U.S. Senate refused to ratify the treaty, and the U.S. government took no responsibility for most of its provisions

Women’s Suffrage Movement – 

· Earlier, during the Industrial Revolution, women began to organize in order to increase their collective influence and petition for the right to vote

· Thus, the women’s suffrage movement was born

· Women finally gained the right to vote in 1920 in the United States, while Britain granted the same right in 1928

· On Election Day in 1920, millions of American women exercised their right to vote for the first time

· On August 26, 1920, the 19th Amendment to the Constitution was finally ratified, enfranchising all American women and declaring for the first time that they, like men, deserve all the rights and responsibilities of citizenship
· The campaign for women’s suffrage began in earnest in the decades before the Civil War

· During the 1820s and 30s, most states had extended the franchise to all white men, regardless of how much money or property they had

· At the same time, all sorts of reform groups were proliferating across the United States – temperance clubs, religious movements and moral-reform societies, anti-slavery organizations – and in many of these, women played a prominent role

· Meanwhile, many American women were beginning to chafe against what historians have called the “Cult of True Womanhood”: that is, the idea that the only “true” woman was a pious, submissive wife and mother concerned exclusively with home and family

· Put together, all of these contributed to a new way of thinking about what it meant to be a woman and a citizen in the United States

The Weimar Republic – 

· After World War I, a revolt occurred in Germany when its emperor abdicated the throne

· The new political organization was called the Weimar Republic, a fairly conservative democratic republic that favored the desires of the conservative middle class, which had been quite prosperous before the war

· The German people in 1919 elected a national assembly

· At Weimar it drew up a constitution for a democratic republic, and Friedrich Ebert was elected the first president

· The new republic faced enormous challenges, as Germany had been thrown into political, social, and economic turmoil by the war, the collapse of the empire, and the terms of the peace treaty
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The Russian Revolution – 

· During World War I, Russia’s incredibly large army suffered such immense losses that it quickly found itself short on food, supplies, and good leadership

· In February 1917, the Russian Revolution came to a close and Tsar Nicholas II was forced to give up his throne, ending the Romanov Dynasty

· A provisional government was established under Alexander Kerensky, who planned to grant natural rights to the people and set up a liberal democracy

· However, the provisional government insisted on continuing Russia’s fight in World War I and this increased resentment against the Provisional government

· Thus, paving the way for the Bolsheviks and a second revolution

Alexander Kerensky –

· Took over Russia after Tsar Nicholas II abdicated the throne in 1917

· Kerensky headed a provisional government which shared power with the local councils or soviets, who represented the interests of the working class and peasants

· Although Kerensky’s government affirmed natural rights, the people resented the provisional government’s continuation of the war (World War I) against Germany

· The provisional government was overthrown by the Bolshevik party in 1918

Vladimir Lenin –

· Vladimir Lenin, the Marxist leader of the Bolshevik Party, issued his April Theses in 1918, which gained him the support of the working class, peasants, and soldiers

· Once Lenin’s Bolsheviks took control of Russia’s government, Lenin began nationalizing the assets and industries of Russia

· Leader of the Bolshevik Revolution

· Promised “Bread, Peace, and Land”

· Inspirer and leader of the Bolshevik Revolution (1917), and the architect, builder, and first head (1917–24) of the Soviet state 

· He was the founder of the organization known as Comintern (Communist International) and the posthumous source of “Leninism,” the doctrine codified and conjoined with Marx’s works by Lenin’s successors to form Marxism-Leninism, which became the Communist worldview

Bolsheviks – 

· Communists or Marxists in Russia
· Led a revolution in Russia in 1917

· Promised the Russian people “Bread, Peace, and Land”

· With the help of Vladimir Lenin, the Bolsheviks took control of the government

· After a civil war in Russia (1918 and 1921), the Red (Communist) Army defeated the counter-revolutionaries

· The Bolsheviks gained full control of Russia and renamed it the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics or Soviet Union (USSR)

April Theses – 

· In 1918, Vladimir Lenin issued the April Theses

· In the April Theses, Lenin demanded peace, land for the peasants, and power to the soviets

· Bread, Peace, and Land

· This allowed Lenin to gain the support of the working class and take over the government with his Bolshevik followers

The Red Army – 

· The Red Army was the large and powerful military force created by the Bolsheviks to squash the counter-revolutionaries in Russia

· By 1918, the Red Army defeated its opponents with the support of the peasants

· Long after the revolution ended, the Red Army remained a powerful military force to support the Bolsheviks as they took over Russia

· The Soviet army created by the Communist government after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917

· The name Red Army was abandoned in 1946

· Leon Trotsky was the founder of the Red Army

· The Red Army was recruited exclusively from among workers and peasants and immediately faced the problem of creating a competent and reliable officers’ corps

· Trotsky met this problem by mobilizing former officers of the imperial army

· Up to 1921 about 50,000 such officers served in the Red Army and with but few exceptions remained loyal to the Soviet regime 

USSR – 

· The USSR, or Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, was the formal name for the Soviet Union

· The USSR was also called Soviet Union 
· It was the former northern Eurasian empire (1917 – 1991) stretching from the Baltic and Black seas to the Pacific Ocean and, in its final years, consisting of fifteen Soviet Socialist Republics (S.S.R.’s) –Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belorussia (now Belarus), Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirgiziya (now Kyrgyzstan), Latvia, Lithuania, Moldavia (now Moldova), Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan

· The capital was Moscow, then and now the capital of Russia

· It was the first nation in history to be founded on the principles of Marxist philosophy, which holds that the ownership of a nation’s resources should not be owned solely by privileged individuals but by all its citizens

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk –

· In March 1918, the Russians signed an armistice agreement with Germany, called the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

· This treaty granted a huge piece of western Russia to Germany, so that Russia could drop out of World War I

· Because of this action, Russia was not present at the negotiation of the Treaty of Versailles

· Russia’s involvement in World War I alongside its allies, France and Britain, had resulted in a number of heavy losses against Germany, offset only partially by consistent victories against Austria-Hungary

· Defeat on the battlefield fed the growing discontent among the bulk of Russia’s population, especially the poverty-stricken workers and peasants, and its hostility towards the imperial regime, led by the ineffectual Czar Nicholas II

· This discontent strengthened the cause of the Bolsheviks, a radical socialist group led by Vladimir Lenin that was working to harness opposition to the tsar and turn it into a sweeping revolution that would begin in Russia and later, he hoped, spread to the rest of the world

· By the terms of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Russia recognized the independence of Ukraine, Georgia and Finland; gave up Poland and the Baltic states of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to Germany and Austria-Hungary; and ceded Kars, Ardahan and Batum to Turkey

· The total losses constituted 1 million square miles of Russia’s former territory; a third of its population or 55 million people; a majority of its coal, oil and iron stores; and much of its industry

· Lenin, who bitterly called the settlement that abyss of defeat, dismemberment, enslavement and humiliation, was forced to hope that the spread of world revolution – his greatest dream – would eventually right the wrongs done at Brest-Litovsk

New Economic Policy – 

· Vladimir Lenin, the first leader of the Communist Soviet Union and the leader of the Bolshevik Revolution, instituted the New Economic Policy (NEP) in Russia in the early 1920s

· His policy had some capitalistic or free market aspects, such as allowing farmers to sell part of their grain for profit

· The plan was successful in agriculture, but Lenin died before he could establish it in other parts of the Soviet economy

· When Stalin took power, he discarded the plan for being too slow and also because it did not conform to Marxist economic policy

· The New Economic Policy or NEP represented a temporary retreat from the previous policy of extreme centralization and doctrinaire socialism

· The policy of War Communism, in effect since 1918, had by 1921 brought the national economy to the point of total breakdown

· The Kronshtadt Rebellion of March 1921 convinced the Communist Party and its leader, Vladimir Lenin, of the need to retreat from socialist policies in order to maintain the party’s hold on power

· Accordingly, the 10th Party Congress in March 1921 introduced the measures of the New Economic Policy

· These measures included the return of most agriculture, retail trade, and small-scale light industry to private ownership and management while the state retained control of heavy industry, transport, banking, and foreign trade

· Money was reintroduced into the economy in 1922 (it had been abolished under War Communism)

· The peasantry was allowed to own and cultivate their own land, while paying taxes to the state

· The New Economic Policy reintroduced a measure of stability to the economy and allowed the Soviet people to recover from years of war, civil war, and governmental mismanagement

· But the NEP was viewed by the Soviet government as merely a temporary expedient to allow the economy to recover while the Communists solidified their hold on power

· In 1928-29, grain shortages prompted Joseph Stalin, by then the country’s paramount leader, to forcibly eliminate the private ownership of farmland and to collectivize agriculture under the state’s control, thus ensuring the procurement of adequate food supplies for the cities in the future

· This abrupt policy change, which was accompanied by the destruction of several million of the country’s most prosperous private farmers, marked the end of the NEP

· It was followed by the reimposition of state control over all industry and commerce in the country by 1931
Leon Trotsky – 

· Commander of the Red Army during the Russian Civil War (Reds vs. Whites)

· The Red Army was created by the Bolsheviks to prevent counter-revolutionaries from overthrowing the new communist government

· Trotsky led the Red Army to success

· However, in a power struggle for leadership of the Communist party after the death of Vladimir Lenin, Joseph Stalin outmaneuvered Trotsky and ensured that he, Stalin, would rule the Soviet Union

Joseph Stalin – 

· After the death of Vladimir Lenin, Joseph Stalin took over the leadership of the Communist Party and the Soviet Union

· He discarded Lenin’s New Economic Policy and implemented his Five Year Plans, calling for collectivization of farms and the industrialization of the nation

· Stalin’s plans industrialized the Soviet Union and improved the economy of the nation, but his reliance on terror tactics was unpopular, and historians estimate that millions of Soviets were slaughtered under Stalin’s direction

· Joseph Stalin (1878-1953) was the dictator of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) from 1929 to 1953

· Under Stalin, the Soviet Union was transformed from a peasant society into an industrial and military superpower

· However, he ruled by terror, and millions of his own citizens died during his brutal reign

· After Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924) died, Stalin outmaneuvered his rivals for control of the party

· Once in power, he collectivized farming and had potential enemies executed or sent to forced labor camps (gulags)

· Stalin aligned with the United States and Britain in World War II (1939-1945) but afterward engaged in an increasingly tense relationship with the West known as the Cold War (1946-1991)

·  After his death, the Soviets initiated a de-Stalinization process

Five Year Plans – 

· Stalin imposed his Five Year Plans to replace Lenin’s New Economic Policy (NEP), which Stalin believed was too slow 

· The Five Year Plans called for expedient agricultural production by ruthlessly taking over private farms and combining them into state-owned enterprises (collectivization)

· The plans also required the construction of large, nationalized factories

· Many farmers died trying to protect their land or starved when Stalin took their crops to feed government workers at the expense of farmers

· Stalin's chief aim was to expand industrial production
· For this, he developed three Five-year Plans between 1928 and 1938

· Gosplan, the state planning agency, drew up targets for production for each factory

· The first two plans concentrated on improving heavy industry – coal, oil, steel and electricity
Collectivization – 
· Encouraged by Joseph Stalin of the Soviet Union

· Part of Stalin’s Five Year Plans for the Soviet Union

· A process by which the government took over private farms and combined them into state-owned farms

· Individual farmers no longer had control over their profits or their own crops

· Farmers hated collectivization as they lost control of their farms and were denied incentives for increasing production

Atatürk (Mustafa Kemal) – 

· Mustafa Kemal, who later became known as Atatürk (“the Father of the Turks”), led successful military campaigns against Greece at the end of World War I

· In 1921, Atatürk established a provisional government in Ankara

· The following year the Ottoman Sultanate was formally abolished and, in 1923, Turkey became a secular republic with Atatürk as its president
· In 1923, Atatürk became the first president of a modern and independent Turkey

· Atatürk secularized and westernized the Muslim nation, while setting up a parliamentary system (which he dominated)
· He was ruthless in his determination to westernize Turkey

· Established secular law codes

· Atatürk’s reforms included the emancipation of women, the abolition of all Islamic institutions and the introduction of Western legal codes, dress, calendar and alphabet, replacing the Arabic script with a Latin one

· Abroad he pursued a policy of neutrality, establishing friendly relations with Turkey’s neighbors
Amritsar Massacre –

· 1919

· A peaceful protest in Amritsar, India

· Against British rule

· British General Reginald Dyer ordered his soldiers to open fire on the peaceful crowd

· Because the group was in a walled park, there was no escape and many people were killed

· This massacre sparked the beginning of an organized resistance movement against colonial power in India

Mohandas K. Gandhi –

· An important Indian nationalist and protester of British colonial rule in India

· Believed in nonviolent noncooperation

· Believed in satyagraha or “truth force” or the belief that truth and goodness ultimately prevail

· In the 1920s, Gandhi encouraged a boycott of British cloth and British goods

· By refusing to buy British manufactured goods, Indian nationalists refused British profits gained through imperialism and the domination of the subcontinent

· In the 1930s, Gandhi encouraged acts of civil disobedience (or the refusal to obey unjust laws and a willingness to accept the consequences) with the Salt March and the making of salt

· The British had a monopoly on the manufacturing of salt and thus, to make salt violated the monopoly

· Gandhi hand his followers conducted peaceful demonstrations, strikes, and boycotts of the colonial governments

· Bothered by the increasing tensions between Hindus and Muslims in India (often encouraged by the British imperialists), Gandhi called on Hindu and Muslim unity

· Part of Gandhi’s dream for an independent India was not realized as the Muslim League (representing the subcontinent’s Muslim inhabitants) pushed for the formation of its own country, now known as Pakistan

Muhammad Ali Jinnah – 

· Leader of the Muslim League, a nationalist group in the Indian subcontinent

· Led a movement to partition the newly independent subcontinent of India

· Wanted to ensure that the Muslim minority in the Indian subcontinent could not be oppressed by the Hindu majority

· Was a founding father of Pakistan

· Wanted to form a separate Muslim nation in the northern region of the subcontinent, where Islam had become the dominant religion

· His and other efforts convinced the British to partition the region, thereby creating the countries of India (a secular democracy with a Hindu majority), Pakistan (a Muslim nation), and ultimately Bangladesh which had originally been East Pakistan

The Muslim League –
· Was established in the Indian subcontinent in 1906

· Was established to further the causes of Muslim Indians

· The League championed Muslim rights in India

· The League advocated the formation of Pakistan as a nation for the subcontinent’s Muslim inhabitants 

· Muhammad Ali Jinnah was a leader of the Muslim League

Sun Yat-sen – 

· In 1911, the imperial rule of China was brought to an end when the government finally toppled due to internal and external pressures

· Under the leadership of Sun Yat-sen, a republic was established in China for the first time

· Sun Yat-sen or Sun Yixian was the leader of the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang or Kuomindang or Guomindang or Kuomintang 
· He was known as the father of modern China

· Influential in overthrowing the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty (1911-12), he served as the first provisional president of the Republic of China (1911-12) and later as de facto ruler (1923-25)
· Sun Yat-sen was a nationalist revolutionary who believed that the only way for China to move forward in the early 1900s was for the country to become a republic and adopt western ways in industry and agriculture

· He believed that the Manchu dynasty was corrupt and that while it existed, China would remain backward

· He became a professional revolutionary

· Sun Yat-sen espoused his “Three Principles of the People” – Nationalism, Democracy and the People’s Livelihood

· These beliefs formed the background to the League of Common Alliance which Sun founded in 1898

· His party was to become the Kuomindang in later years

· The Chinese Revolution in 1911 overthrew the Manchu dynasty

· When Sun Yat-sen died of cancer in 1925, China was ruled by the warlords but the authority of the Kuomindang in and around Canton continued to grow

· In later years, the Kuomindang and the Communists were to become bitter enemies culminating in the civil war  from 1945 to 1949

· Ironically, Sun’s widow, Soong Ching-ling, became vice-chairman of the Chinese People’s Republic in 1950

Three Principles of the People – 

· Sun Yat-sen took control of China in 1911 after the fall of the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty

· Under his leadership, China began to westernize and dissolve the European and Japanese spheres of influence

· Dr. Sun Yat-sen promoted his Three Principles of the People: nationalism, democracy, and the People’s Livelihood

· He established a political party, the Kuomindang (KMT), to work toward these goals

· The ideological basis of the political program of the Chinese Nationalist leader Dr. Sun Yat-sen (1866–1925), championing the principles of nationalism, democracy, and the People’s Livelihood

· After the failure of this revolution to establish democracy in China, Sun formed a new party, the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang), utilizing his principles as fundamental doctrine

· The first principle, minzu zhuyi, or “nationalism,” earlier had meant opposition to the Qing (Manchu) dynasty and to foreign imperialism; now Sun explained the phrase as denoting self-determination for the Chinese people as a whole and also for the minority groups within China

· The second principle, minquan, or the “rights of the people,” sometimes translated as “democracy,” could be achieved, Sun explained, by allowing the Chinese people to control their own government through such devices as election, initiative, referendum, and recall

· The last principle was minsheng, or “people’s livelihood,” which is often translated as “socialism” 
· This was the vaguest of the three principles, but by it Sun seemed to have in mind the idea of equalization of land ownership through a just system of taxation
· After the Nationalist-communist split in 1927, both Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek (Jiang Jieshi) claimed to be carrying on the true spirit of the Three Principles of the People

Kuomindang or Kuomintang (KMT) –

· Political party established by Sun Yat-sen in China

· Dedicated to Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles of the People
· Nationalism, Socialism or People’s Livelihood, and Democracy (Three Principles of the People)

· Nationalism would hopefully unite the Chinese people and remove foreign influences on China

· Socialism or People’s Livelihood would improve the economy and improve the lives of the millions of Chinese peasants

· Democracy would lead to a future determined by the Chinese, China for the Chinese

Chiang Kai-shek – 

· Took over China after Sun Yat-sen and established Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s KMT or Nationalist Party as the ruling party of China

· Chiang Kai-shek wanted to carry on Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s plans of unifying China, but was foiled during the 1920s and 1930s as Japan kept encroaching on China’s territory

· After World War II, China became free to develop as a nation, but the KMT entered a civil war with the communists in 1945

· The communists ousted Chiang Kai-shek by 1949 

Rape of Nanjing –

· In 1937, Japanese troops invaded China, pillaging towns and cities on their way to the eastern shore

· One of the worst instances of such pillaging was the Rape of Nanjing, in which almost 250,000 Chinese people were slaughtered in Nanjing over the course of a few weeks

· This and other smaller skirmishes between Japan and China merged into the global conflict of World War II that started shortly thereafter

· In late 1937, over a period of six weeks, Imperial Japanese Army forces brutally murdered hundreds of thousands of people – including both soldiers and civilians – in the Chinese city of Nanking (or Nanjing)

· The horrific events are known as the Nanking Massacre or the Rape of Nanking, as between 20,000 and 80,000 women were sexually assaulted

· Nanking, then the capital of Nationalist China, was left in ruins, and it would take decades for the city and its citizens to recover from the savage attacks
Pearl Harbor – 

· In response to the United States’ refusal to lift economic sanctions against Japan, the Japanese bombed a U.S. naval station in Hawaii at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941

· The United States quickly responded by declaring war against Japan

· Due to the Tripartite Pact between Germany and Japan, Germany declared war on the United States as well

· Just before 8 a.m. on December 7, 1941, hundreds of Japanese fighter planes attacked the American naval base at Pearl Harbor near Honolulu, Hawaii

· The barrage lasted just two hours, but it was devastating: The Japanese managed to destroy nearly 20 American naval vessels, including eight enormous battleships, and almost 200 airplanes

· More than 2,000 Americans soldiers and sailors died in the attack, and another 1,000 were wounded

· The day after the assault, President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked Congress to declare war on Japan; Congress approved his declaration with just one dissenting vote

· Three days later, Japanese allies Germany and Italy also declared war on the United States, and again Congress reciprocated

· More than two years into the conflict, America had finally joined World War II

· The attack on Pearl Harbor was a surprise, but Japan and the United States had been edging toward war for decades

· The United States was particularly unhappy with Japan’s increasingly belligerent attitude toward China

· The Japanese government believed that the only way to solve its economic and demographic problems was to expand into its neighbor’s territory and take over its import market; to this end, Japan had declared war on China in 1937

· American officials responded to this aggression with a battery of economic sanctions and trade embargoes

· They reasoned that without access to money and goods, and especially essential supplies like oil, Japan would have to rein in its expansionism

· Instead, the sanctions made the Japanese more determined to stand their ground

Mao Zedong – 

· Established the People’s Republic of China in 1949

· Communist China became largest communist country in the world

· Mao also fought in the Chinese Civil War with the Chinese Communist Party against the Nationalist Party in order to establish the People’s Republic of China
· During the Civil War, Mao built support among the Chinese peasants

· When he came to power, he embarked upon the Great Leap Forward program in order to rapidly industrialize China [the Great Leap Forward failed and led to famine]

· The Great Leap Forward was somewhat modeled on Stalin’s Five Year Plans and sought to rapidly industrialize China but set unrealistic goals 

· The Great Leap Forward also sought to collectivize agriculture (state-owned farms)

· Poor planning led to famine during the Great Leap Forward

· He also led the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
· The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution sought to silence Mao’s critics from the failure of the Great Leap Forward and to restore the Communist fervor or enthusiasm for Communist as well as ensure a truly classless society 
· Both the Great Leap Forward and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution were efforts to move China towards a true Marxist state

· Mao’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, an effort to discourage anything approaching a privileged ruling class, failed

· Young students in support of Mao’s programs during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution were known as Red Guards and carried copies of the “Little Red Book,” a collection of Mao’s quotes and thoughts on communism

Benito Mussolini – 

· Founder and leader of the National Fascist Party (1919) in Italy

· Many Italians were dissatisfied with the post-World War I order

· Coerced King Victor Emmanuel III to name him prime minister

· Took over Parliament in 1922

· By 1926, dictator of Italy

· Militaristic, Nationalistic, and Anti-Communistic 
Black Shirts – 

· Member of any of the armed squads of Italian Fascists under Benito Mussolini, who wore black shirts as part of their uniform
· Were a squad paid by the National Fascist Party of Italy to fight socialist and communist organizations

· This won over the loyalty of both factory owners and landowners to the Fascist Party

Fascism – 
· In the aftermath of the First World War and the ensuing Great Depression, impoverished Europeans searched for solutions to economic and social problems

· One result was the birth of fascism, a political ideology whose aim was to destroy the will of the individual in favor of the masses

· Fascists wanted a unified society, but unlike communists, they didn’t want to eliminate private property or class distinctions

· Fascists advocated extreme nationalism, which often relied on racial identity

· Fascism is militaristic, nationalistic, capitalistic, and totalitarian
Great Depression –

· In October 1929, the United States stock market crashed

· The ensuing Great Depression escalated and impacted many nations

· American banks stopped extending credit, which impacted Europe

· About a third of the people in the United States and Germany became unemployed while the rest of Europe experienced a financial downturn as well

Francisco Franco –

· In the summer of 1936, a group of army officers under the leadership of General Francisco Franco took control of large parts of Spain

· Democratic loyalists tried to defend the state, resulting in a brutal and divisive civil war

· Germany and Italy supported Franco’s troops, called “nationalists,” though Franco was not a fascist

· By 1939, Franco’s troops captured Madrid and installed a dictatorship in Spain that managed to stay neutral throughout the Second World War

Anti-Comintern Pact – 

· After Japan withdrew from the League of Nations, Japan and Germany signed the Anti-Comintern Pact against communism, specifically in Russia

· This pact was the precursor to a more formal alliance during World War II

· Germany and Japan created the Anti-Comintern Pact of 1936 because both, in their quest for expansion, stumbled into conflict with Russia

· Another motivating factor was that both nations felt left out of the newly divided up colonies spread across the globe after World War I

Reichstag –

· Was the German Weimar Republic’s elected body

· The German people increasingly rejected the solutions that the Reichstag offered for the flagging economy and divided nation

· This dissatisfaction led to the growing acceptance of the Nazi Party

· On February 27, 1933, the German parliament (Reichstag) building burned down due to arson

· The government falsely portrayed the fire as part of a Communist effort to overthrow the state
· Using emergency constitutional powers, Adolf Hitler’s cabinet had issued a Decree for the Protection of the German People on February 4, 1933

· This decree placed constraints on the press and authorized the police to ban political meetings and marches, effectively hindering electoral campaigning

· A temporary measure, it was followed by a more dramatic and permanent suspension of civil rights following the February 27 burning of the parliament building
Adolf Hitler – 

· Leader of the Nazi Party in Germany

· Rose to power in the 1920s

· Dissatisfied with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles

· Advocated extreme nationalism and social Darwinism

· Convinced that the Aryan race was the most highly evolved race and that inferior races, such as Slaves, Jews, and Africans, had “corrupted” the German race

· Led him to conquer other countries 

· Fascist aggression was the cause of World War II

· Committed genocide (the Holocaust) 

The National Socialist Party (Nazis) –

· Rose to power in Germany in the 1920s during a time of economic crisis

· Led by  Adolf Hitler

· The party was characterized by extreme nationalism and dreams of renewed greatness for a depressed country

· Eventually led to the Holocaust during World War II in which the Nazis killed millions of people in an effort to create a master race of Aryans in Germany

· Under the leadership of Adolf Hitler (1889-1945), the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, or Nazi Party, grew into a mass movement and ruled Germany through totalitarian means from 1933 to 1945

· Founded in 1919 as the German Workers’ Party, the group promoted German pride and anti-Semitism, and expressed dissatisfaction with the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, the 1919 peace settlement that ended World War I (1914-1918) and required Germany to make numerous concessions and reparations

· Hitler joined the party the year it was founded and became its leader in 1921

· In 1933, he became chancellor of Germany and his Nazi government soon assumed dictatorial powers

· After Germany’s defeat in World War II (1939-45), the Nazi Party was outlawed and many of its top officials were convicted of war crimes related to the murder of some 6 million European Jews during the Nazis’ reign

Third Reich – 

· In 1933, Adolf Hitler became chancellor, or leader, of the Reichstag (German Parliament)

· Germany’s government under Hitler’s fascist rule became known as the Third Reich

· The Third Reich was the official Nazi designation for the regime in Germany from January 1933 to May 1945, as the presumed successor of the medieval and early modern Holy Roman Empire of 800 to 1806 (the First Reich) and the German Empire from 1871 to 1918 (the Second Reich)

Blitzkrieg – 

· Literally means “lightning war”

· Was the war tactic of Hitler’s forces during World War II

· Nazi troops destroyed everything in their path with never-before-seen speed

· A military tactic designed to create disorganization among enemy forces through the use of mobile forces and locally concentrated firepower
Munich Conference of 1938 – 

· Included Germany’s Adolf Hitler, Italy’s Benito Mussolini, and England’s Neville Chamberlain

· Hitler was given the Sudetenland (a German-speaking part of Czechoslovakia) without the consent of Czechoslovakia in exchange for the promise to cease his expansionist activities
· Giving into the demands of an aggressor is called appeasement

· Appeasement therefore occurred at the Munich Conference

· Hitler only kept his side of the bargain for one year

· In 1939, Hitler invaded the remaining territories in Czechoslovakia

· He also invaded Poland in 1939

· World War II in Europe began with the invasion of Poland

Neville Chamberlain – 

· Was the prime minister of Great Britain from 1937 through the first eight months of World War II

· Best known for his policy of appeasement (giving into the demands of an aggressor), where he gave in to Adolf Hitler’s demands to Austria (Anschluss or Union with Austria) and the Sudetenland (the German-speaking part of Czechoslovakia) to stop further Nazi expansion

· His efforts did not produce the results he had hoped for as Hitler did not keep his promise

Nazi-Soviet Pact –
· In August 1939, the Germans signed the Nazi-Soviet Pact with the USSR
· Stalin and Hitler agreed that Germany would not invade the Soviet Union if the Soviets stayed out of Germany’s military affairs

· The pact also determined how eastern Europe would be divided among them, giving Lithuania and western Poland to Germany and the rest of Poland, Finland, and the Baltic States to Russia

· This agreement cleared the path for Hitler to invade Poland

· On August 23, 1939–shortly before World War II (1939-45) broke out in Europe–enemies Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union surprised the world by signing the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact, in which the two countries agreed to take no military action against each other for the next 10 years

· With Europe on the brink of another major war, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin (1879-1953) viewed the pact as a way to keep his nation on peaceful terms with Germany, while giving him time to build up the Soviet military

· German chancellor Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) used the pact to make sure Germany was able to invade Poland unopposed

· The pact also contained a secret agreement in which the Soviets and Germans agreed how they would later divide up Eastern Europe

· The German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact fell apart in June 1941, when Nazi forces invaded the Soviet Union
Tripartite Pact – 

· In September 1940, Japan entered into the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy, ensuring worldwide implications for a war that had so far been two regional wars

· The Axis powers were formed as Germany, Italy, and Japan become allies with the signing of the Tripartite Pact in Berlin

· The Pact provided for mutual assistance should any of the signatories suffer attack by any nation not already involved in the war

· This formalizing of the alliance was aimed directly at “neutral” America – designed to force the United States to think twice before venturing in on the side of the Allies
· The Pact also recognized the two spheres of influence

· Japan acknowledged “the leadership of Germany and Italy in the establishment of a new order in Europe,” while Japan was granted lordship over “Greater East Asia”

· There was a fourth signatory – Hungary, which was dragged into the Axis alliance by Germany in November 1940

Battle of Britain – 

· After Winston Churchill refused to strike a deal with Adolf Hitler, Germany began a bombing campaign in 1940 known as the Battle of Britain

· Despite the British Royal Air Force being severely outnumbered by the German air force, the British used radar to detect and repel the German forces

· During World War II, battles were won by the side that was first to spot enemy airplanes, ships, or submarines

· To give the Allies an edge, British and American scientists developed radar technology to see for hundreds of miles, even at night
Winston Churchill – 

· Eight months after the start of World War II, Winston Churchill replaced the more diplomatically minded Neville Chamberlain as prime minister of Britain

· Churchill proved to be a firm and resolute leader, refusing to strike a deal with Germany which would allow Adolf Hitler to maintain his hold over most of mainland Europe

· Churchill’s leadership was an important part of the Allied victory in World War II

· Winston Churchill is one of the best-known, and some say one of the greatest, statesmen of the 20th century

· Though he was born into a life of privilege, he dedicated himself to public service

· His legacy is a complicated one – he was an idealist and a pragmatist; an orator and a soldier; an advocate of progressive social reforms and an unapologetic elitist; a defender of democracy as well as of Britain’s fading empire 
· Most significantly, he rallied the British people during the Second World War and led his country from the brink of defeat to victory

Franklin Roosevelt –

· During the Great Depression, the American people rejected the dominant political party through the 1920s  (the Republican Party) and elected Democrat Franklin Roosevelt as president in 1932

· FDR (Franklin Delano Roosevelt) won by a landslide and inherited a dire economic situation in the United States

· FDR was U.S. President during the Great Depression and World War II

D-Day – 

· On June 6, 1944, English, American and Canadian forces launched their biggest offensive of World War II when they landed on the French beaches of Normandy

· This date is known as D-Day

· The Allied Forces went on to liberate France

· The Allies opened a second front against the Nazis

Manhattan Project – 

· Secret USA project to develop an atomic bomb during World War II

· Occurred simultaneously with the Allies fighting the Japanese in the Pacific and the Germans and Italians in Africa

· U.S. government research project (1942–45) that produced the first atomic bombs

· American scientists, many of them refugees from fascist regimes in Europe, took steps to organize a project to exploit the newly recognized fission process for military purposes 
Hiroshima – 
· U.S. President Truman believed that dropping an atomic bomb on Japan would end World War II quickly and result in fewer casualties than a prolonged war

· On August 6, 1945, Truman ordered U.S. forces to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan

· This was the first time an atomic bomb had been used in warfare, and the result was horrible; more than 100,000 were killed or injured and the city of Hiroshima was destroyed

Nagasaki –

· After the United States dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, the Japanese continued fighting

· In response, the United States dropped a second atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945 thereby devastating the entire city

· Japan surrendered after the event, signaling an end to the Second World War

The Holocaust – 
· Describes the mass genocide of millions of Jews, Poles, Gypsies,  Slavs and other ethnic and political minorities in Nazi Germany during World War II

· It was sanctioned by Adolf Hitler, who believed that the Aryans were the master race and that all other people should be eliminated in order to create a better German nation

· The full extent of the Holocaust was not truly known until after the war

Conferences at Yalta and Potsdam – 
· The Allies held these conferences in 1945 to draw up plans to divide Germany and other parts of Easter Europe into temporary “spheres of influence”

· Germany was divided among France, Britain, the USA, and the USSR

· The USSR ultimately set up puppet regimes or Soviet satellites in Eastern Europe against the wishes of the USA

The Iron Curtain – 

· Less than a year after the end of World War II, the great wartime leader of Britain, Winston Churchill, delivered a speech in which he first coined the term “iron curtain” to describe the ominous postwar boundary in Europe between self-governing nations of the West and those in Eastern Europe which had recently come under the powerful grip of Soviet Russia

· During the war against Hitler, Russian troops had advanced far beyond their own borders into Europe, smashing Nazi Germany from the east while the Americans, British, Canadians and other allies attacked Hitler from the west

· After the war, the Russians gave no indication they intended to withdraw and instead began installing puppet governments throughout Eastern Europe

· For more than 40 years after the end of World War II, the members of both NATO and the Warsaw Pact loaded their borders with conventional and nuclear weapons, daring the other side to strike first

· Winston Churchill called the line between Eastern and Western Europe the Iron Curtain, because hardly anyone from one side crossed over onto the other side

The Eastern Bloc (Soviet Bloc) – 

· By the late 1940s, Europe was divided into two halves as a result of the Cold War

· The Eastern Bloc, or Soviet Bloc, was controlled by the Soviet Union

· This region comprised East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Hungary

· These nations were also referred to as Soviet satellites during the Cold War era because their governments were puppet states controlled by the Soviet Union

The Western Bloc – 

· By the late 1940s, Europe was divided into two halves

· The West, or Western Bloc, was democratic and allied with the United States

· The Western Bloc consisted of Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway, West Germany, and eventually Greece and Turkey

· The Western Bloc was concerned with stopping the spread of communism (containment) during the Cold War
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The Truman Doctrine – 
· Under the Truman Doctrine of 1947, the United States stated that it would help countries threatened by communist takeovers

· This policy is known as “containment”

· With the Truman Doctrine, President Harry S. Truman established that the United States would provide political, military and economic assistance to all democratic nations under threat from external or internal authoritarian forces

· The Truman Doctrine effectively reoriented U.S. foreign policy, away from its usual stance of withdrawal from regional conflicts not directly involving the United States, to one of possible intervention in faraway conflicts

· The Containment Policy or Truman Doctrine meant to stop the spread of communism

General Douglas MacArthur – 

· Led the United Nations forces that came to the aid of South Korea during the Korean War
· MacArthur and his troops made significant headway, nearly reaching the Chinese border

· However, when it looked as if the North Koreans would be defeated, China stepped in on behalf of the communist North

· Then hundreds of thousands of Chinese troops crossed into North Korea and flung themselves against the American lines, driving the U.S. troops back into South Korea

· MacArthur then asked for permission to bomb communist China and use Nationalist Chinese forces from Taiwan against the People’s Republic of China

· Truman flatly refused these requests and a very public argument began to develop between the two men
· In April 1951, President Truman fired MacArthur

· However, fighting continued in the Korean peninsula until 1953, when an armistice (an agreement to stop fighting) was signed

The Korean War – 
· Was a conflict between communist North Korea (backed by the Soviet Union) and democratic South Korea (backed by the United States)

· The war began in 1950 when North Korea attacked South Korea in order to unite Korea under one communist government

· The United Nations aided South Korea and China sent reinforcements to North Korea

· In 1953, an armistice was reached, established the border between the two nations at the 38th parallel

· On June 25, 1950, the Korean War began when some 75,000 soldiers from the North Korean People’s Army poured across the 38th parallel, the boundary between the Soviet-backed Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the north and the pro-Western Republic of Korea to the south

· This invasion was the first military action of the Cold War

· As far as American officials were concerned, it was a war against the forces of international communism itself

· After some early back-and-forth across the 38th parallel, the fighting stalled and casualties mounted with nothing to show for them

· Meanwhile, American officials worked anxiously to fashion some sort of armistice with the North Koreans

· The alternative, they feared, would be a wider war with Russia and China–or even, as some warned, World War III

· Finally, in July 1953, the Korean War came to an end

· In all, some 5 million soldiers and civilians lost their lives during the war

· The Korean peninsula is still divided today

Warsaw Pact – 

· The Warsaw Pact was the Eastern Bloc’s answer to the Western Bloc’s formation of NATO

· The pact formed a military alliance among the Soviet Union, East Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Hungary

· The Soviet Union and seven of its European satellites sign a treaty establishing the Warsaw Pact, a mutual defense organization that put the Soviets in command of the armed forces of the member states
· The Warsaw Pact, so named because the treaty was signed in Warsaw, included the Soviet Union, Albania, Poland, Romania, Hungary, East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria as members

· The treaty called on the member states to come to the defense of any member attacked by an outside force and it set up a unified military command under Marshal Ivan S. Konev of the Soviet Union
The United Nations – 

· In 1945, the Allies from World War II formed the United Nations (UN) to replace the failed League of Nations

· The UN’s goal was to mediate, and if necessary intervene in, international disputes between nations

· As time went on, the UN expanded its goals to involve monitoring human rights and mitigating social problems throughout the world

· Created as a means of better arbitrating international conflict and negotiating peace than was provided for by the old League of Nations

· Now that the war was over, negotiating and maintaining the peace was the practical responsibility of the new U.N. Security Council, made up of the United States, Great Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and China

· Each would have veto power over the other

· Winston Churchill called for the United Nations to employ its charter in the service of creating a new, united Europe –united in its opposition to communist expansion-East and West

· Given the composition of the Security Council, this would prove easier said than done

· Two other important objectives described in the Charter were respecting the principles of equal rights and self-determination of all peoples (originally directed at smaller nations now vulnerable to being swallowed up by the Communist behemoths emerging from the war) and international cooperation in solving economic, social, cultural, and humanitarian problems around the world

World Trade Organization (WTO) –

· The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was agreed upon in 1947 to reduce barriers to international trade

· GATT became the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1994

· The WTO boasts 150 member states, all of which adhere to the WTO’s rules and regulations regarding trade relationships

· An international organization established to supervise and liberalize world trade

· The WTO is the successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which was created in 1947 in the expectation that it would soon be replaced by a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) to be called the International Trade Organization (ITO)

· Although the ITO never materialized, the GATT proved remarkably successful in liberalizing world trade over the next five decades

· By the late 1980s there were calls for a stronger multilateral organization to monitor trade and resolve trade disputes

· Following the completion of the Uruguay Round (1986–94) of multilateral trade negotiations, the WTO began operations on January 1, 1995
· The ITO was initially envisaged, along with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, as one of the key pillars of post-World War II reconstruction and economic development

· The WTO has six key objectives: (1) to set and enforce rules for international trade, (2) to provide a forum for negotiating and monitoring further trade liberalization, (3) to resolve trade disputes, (4) to increase the transparency of decision-making processes, (5) to cooperate with other major international economic institutions involved in global economic management, and (6) to help developing countries benefit fully from the global trading system

Ngo Dihn Diem – 
· A South Vietnamese political leader who served as president, with dictatorial powers, of South Vietnam from 1955 until his assassination in 1963

· His own Catholicism and the preference he showed for fellow Roman Catholics made him unacceptable to Buddhists, who were an overwhelming majority in South Vietnam

· Diem never fulfilled his promise of land reforms, and during his rule communist influence and appeal grew among southerners as the communist-inspired National Liberation Front, or Viet Cong, launched an increasingly intense guerrilla war against his government

· The military tactics Diem used against the insurgency were heavy-handed and ineffective and served only to deepen his government’s unpopularity and isolation
· Diem’s imprisoning and killing of hundreds of Buddhists, who he alleged were abetting communist insurgents, finally persuaded the United States to withdraw its support from him

· Diem’s generals assassinated him during a coup d’état

· Despite receiving military aid from the United States and France, South Vietnam was eventually defeated by the Vietcong or South Vietnamese communists who had received support from North Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh (the leader of communist North Vietnam and the nationalist leader of Vietnam in its earlier independence movement against France)

· In 1975, Vietnam as a unified communist nation

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) – 
· Formed in 1957

· An organization that promotes the peaceful use of nuclear energy and discourages military use of nuclear energy for any purpose

Apartheid – 

· After South Africa won independence from Britain in 1931, a system of apartheid, or “separation of the races,” was established as a way of dividing the indigenous black African population (eighty percent of South Africa) from the white minority

· The whites were given most of the land, particularly the cities and resource-rich mines and farmland

· The indigenous black African population was given homelands (Bantustans) on the worst lands of the country and represented only fifteen percent of South Africa’s land

The Cold War – 
· Developed at the end of World War II

· A rivalry between two superpowers (USA vs. USSR)

· Continued until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991

· USA and USSR were constantly trying to contain each other and gain alliances with other nations

· An arms race ensued

· The democratic and capitalistic USA viewed the communist and dictatorial Soviet Union as a threat to free nations everywhere as the Soviets viewed the USA as a threat to its worldview

The Marshall Plan – 

· In 1947, the United States instituted the Marshall Plan (brainchild of Secretary of State George C. Marshall) to help Europe rebuild after World War II

· The plan offered billions of dollars of American money to help with the reconstruction of Europe

· Only western European nations took the USA up on its offer, and their economies recovered in less than a decade

· USA aid to rebuild Western Europe and make communism less attractive to a war-weary and impoverished peoples of Western Europe after World War II

· The Marshall Plan, also known as the European Recovery Program, channeled over $13 billion to finance the economic recovery of Europe between 1948 and 1951

· The Marshall Plan successfully sparked economic recovery, meeting its objective of “restoring the confidence of the European people in the economic future of their own countries and of Europe as a whole”.

· The plan is named for Secretary of State George C. Marshall, who announced it in a commencement speech at Harvard University on June 5, 1947

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) – 

· NATO, or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, began as a military alliance between the Western nations after World War II
· In its early years, NATO was comprised of the United States, United Kingdom, France, Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, Norway, West Germany, Greece, and Turkey

· NATO has since expanded and now includes many of the countries that are part of the European Union and many former Soviet satellites or nations of Eastern Europe

· The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was created in 1949 by the United States, Canada, and several Western European nations to provide collective security against the Soviet Union

· NATO was the first peacetime military alliance the United States entered into outside of the Western Hemisphere

· After the destruction of the Second World War, the nations of Europe struggled to rebuild their economies and ensure their security

· The former required a massive influx of aid to help the war-torn landscapes reestablish industries and produce food, and the latter required assurances against a resurgent Germany or incursions from the Soviet Union

· The United States viewed an economically strong, rearmed, and integrated Europe as vital to the prevention of communist expansion across the continent

· While the Cold War has ended, NATO still exists to provide collective security

The Chinese Civil War – 

· Although the conflict had started earlier in the late 1920s, it had temporarily stopped during the Japanese invasion of China during World War II

· However, from 1945 to 1949, the Civil War resumed

· Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomindang or Kuomintang (KMT) fought Mao Zedong’s communist party during the Chinese Civil War

· Mao Zedong’s forces were able to drive the KMT or Nationalist Party’s army farther and farther south until they fled to Taiwan

· The KMT established the Republic of China on Taiwan, while Mao Zedong established the People’s Republic of China on the mainland

· Thus, mainland China became a communist country in 1949

· Of course, both Taiwan and the People’s Republic of China claimed to be the real China until the United Nations recognized the People’s Republic of China as China in 1973
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The Great Leap Forward –

· In the late 1950s, Mao Zedong (the first Communist leader of The People’s Republic of China) implemented the Great Leap Forward

· The Great Leap Forward was a the campaign undertaken by the Chinese communists between 1958 and early 1960 to increase China’s industrial and agricultural output
· The Great Leap Forward created huge communes or collectives (state-owned and operated farms) in an effort to approach a true Marxist state

· However, the local governments that ran the communes could not grow crops fast enough to meet the unrealistically high quotas demanded by the central government

· The farmers feared the government, so they lied about their production which led to almost 30 million Chinese deaths due to starvation

· The Great Leap Forward failed miserably and led to famine
The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution – 

· In 1966, Mao Zedong instituted the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

· His goal was to discourage anything approaching a privileged ruling class

· Many universities closed for four years while China’s educated elites were forced to work on collective farms for “cultural retraining”

· Many dissidents were imprisoned or killed, and when the universities were reopened, they taught only communist studies and vocational training

· In 1966, China’s Communist leader Mao Zedong launched what became known as the Cultural Revolution in order to reassert his authority over the Chinese government

· Believing that current Communist leaders were taking the party, and China itself, in the wrong direction, Mao called on the nation’s youth to purge the “impure” elements of Chinese society and revive the revolutionary spirit that had led to victory in the civil war earlier and the formation of the People’s Republic of China

· The Cultural Revolution continued in various phases until Mao’s death in 1976, and its tormented and violent legacy would resonate in Chinese politics and society for decades to come

· The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution failed terribly

Mao’s Little Red Book – 

· A collection of Mao’s quotes and teachings on communism

· Distributed to all Chinese citizens during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

· Became a symbol of the forced egalitarianism and nationalism of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

· Carried by Red Guards or Chinese youths who supported Mao’s policies during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

Deng Xiaoping – 
· In 1976, Deng Xiaoping gained leadership of China after the death of Mao Zedong

· Deng Xiaoping quickly began to work on restructuring the economic policies of the Mao era

· Deng’s rule allowed for limited free market activities and property ownership to stimulate  hard work and innovation

· These reforms revived the Chinese economy and positioned China to become one of the most successful countries in the world

· While Deng allowed free market reforms through his Four Modernizations, he did not allow freedom of speech

· The government crackdown on the pro-democracy protesters at Tiananmen Square was an example of Deng Xiaoping’s refusal to allow freedom of speech in China

· However, his free market reforms greatly increased production and improved the standard of living in China

· As Deng Xiaoping once said, “It doesn’t matter if the cat is white or black as long as it catches mice.”

· Deng Xiaoping had been punished by Mao Zedong during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution for criticizing the Mao’s economic policies during the Great Leap Forward

· However, shortly before his death, Mao forgave Deng and Deng returned to Beijing

Tiananmen Square Massacre – 

· In 1989, one million Chinese demonstrators gathered in Tiananmen Square, calling for democratic reform

· In an event known as the Tiananmen Square Massacre, the Chinese government ordered troops to open fire on the demonstrators, killing hundreds of protestors

· Also called the June Fourth incident
· A series of pro-democracy protests and demonstrations in China in the spring of 1989 that culminated on the night of June 3-4 with a government crackdown on the demonstrators in Tiananmen Square in Beijing

· Although the demonstrations and their subsequent repression occurred in cities throughout the country, the events in Beijing – and especially in Tiananmen Square, historically linked to such other protests as the May Forth Movement in 1919 – came to symbolize the entire incident
David Ben-Gurion – 

· The first prime minister of Israel

· He announced the official creation of the Jewish homeland on May 14, 1948

· Unfortunately, this sparked the start of the Arab-Israeli War

Zionists – 

· Jewish nationalists who supported the reestablishment of a homeland for the Jewish people in Israel, the historical homeland of the Jews

· Now that Israel exists, Zionists continue to support and defend their nation

· Jewish nationalist movement that has had as its goal the creation and support of a Jewish national state in Palestine, the ancient homeland of the Jews 
· Though Zionism originated in eastern and central Europe in the latter part of the 19th century, it is in many ways a continuation of the ancient nationalist attachment of the Jews and of the Jewish religion to the historical region of Palestine, where one of the hills of ancient Jerusalem was called Zion
· A political turn was given to Zionism by Theodor Herzl, an Austrian journalist who regarded assimilation as most desirable but, in view of anti-Semitism, impossible to realize (particularly after witnessing the anti-Semitism of the Dreyfus affair in France)

· Herzl argued that if Jews were forced by external pressure to form a nation, they could lead a normal existence only through concentration in one territory

· In 1897, Herzl convened the first Zionist Congress at Basel, Switzerland, which drew up the Basel program of the movement, stating that “Zionism strives to create for the Jewish people a home in Palestine secured by public law”

· When the Ottoman government refused Herzl’s request for Palestinian autonomy, he found support in Great Britain
· The failure of the Russian Revolution of 1905 and the wave of pogroms and repressions that followed caused growing numbers of Russian Jewish youth to emigrate to Palestine as pioneer settlers

· By 1914 there were about 90,000 Jews in Palestine

· Upon the outbreak of World War I political Zionism reasserted itself, and its leadership passed to Russian Jews living in England

· Two such Zionists, Chaim Weizmann and Nahum Sokolow, were instrumental in obtaining the Balfour Declaration from Great Britain (November 2, 1917), which promised British support for the creation of a Jewish national home in Palestine

· Nevertheless, the Arab population feared Palestine eventually would become a Jewish state and bitterly resisted Zionism and the British policy supporting it

· The Nazi Holocaust led many Jews to seek refuge in Palestine and many others, especially in the United States, to embrace Zionism

· As tensions grew among Arabs and Zionists, Britain submitted the Palestine problem first to Anglo-U.S. discussion for solution and later to the United Nations, which on November 29, 1947, proposed partition of the country into separate Arab and Jewish states and the internationalization of Jerusalem

· The creation of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948 was followed by the Arab-Israeli war of 1948-49, in the course of which Israel obtained more land than had been provided by the UN resolution, and drove out 800,000 Arabs who became displaced persons known as Palestinians

Berlin Blockade – 

· An event during the Cold War

· 1948

· The Soviet Union had control of East Germany, which contained the capital, Berlin

· Berlin had also been divided into an eastern and western zone

· The Soviets wanted to control all of Berlin, so they cut off land access to the city from the west in a move known as the Berlin Blockade
Arab-Israeli War – 

· 1948

· As soon as Israel became an official nation on May 14, 1948, Muslims from six Arab countries attacked Israel in what became known as the Arab-Israeli war

· However, the Israelis surprised the Arabs with their quick organization and military capability

· Within months, Israel controlled most of Palestine, while Jordan held the remaining portions (the West Bank)

· Palestinians were without a homeland

Gamal Nasser – 

· In the 1950s, as independence movements developed in Africa, Gamal Nasser, a general in the Egyptian army, overthrew the Egyptian king and established a republic

· Nasser nationalized industries [made certain industries the property of the Egyptian government], including the Suez Canal

· His actions emboldened other Islamic nationalists to fight for their independence

· Many North African nations gained freedom soon after Egypt

Six Days’ War – 
· In 1967, the Arab nations of the Middle East and Israelis fought the very short Six Days’ War, which resulted in a total victory for Israel

· The Jewish nation took control of the West Bank from Jordan, the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip from Egypt, and the Golan Heights from Syria

· With the West Bank came control of the city of Jerusalem, Judaism’s historical homeland

· Also called June War or Third Arab-Israeli War, brief war that took place June 5-10, 1967, and was the third of the Arab-Israeli wars

· Israel’s decisive victory included the capture of the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza Strip, West Bank, Old City of Jerusalem, and the Golan Heights; the status of these territories subsequently became a major point of contention in the Arab-Israeli conflict
Fulgencio Batista – 

· From 1939 to 1959, dictator Fulgencio Batista was head of Cuba

· The United States supported Batista’s rule, during which Cuba continued policies that benefited the wealthy landowners on the island

· However, as the peasants began to revolt, the United States withdrew its support of Batista, and he fled the country in 1959

Fidel Castro

· Led the Cuban Revolution against Fulgencio Batista from 1956 to 1959

· Castro organized a peasant revolt against Batista and his policy of favoring wealthy landowners

· Castro and his men used guerilla warfare techniques and made tremendous advances

· When Batista fled in 1959, Castro assumed power and established a communist dictatorship

· This move came as a shock to the United States because Castro had long been a promoter of democracy

Bay of Pigs Invasion –

· In an attempt to overthrow Fidel Castro in Cuba, the United States trained a small group of Cuban exiles who were living in America

· In 1961, President Kennedy authorized the Bay of Pigs Invasion, in which the United States sent these exiles to invade Cuba

· The exiles were quickly captured shortly after they landed by Castro and his men

· The Bay of Pigs Invasion was a foreign policy failure for the Americans
Cuban Missile Crisis – 

· 1962

· United States spy planes detected Soviet missiles stationed in Cuba

· President John F. Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of Cuba, not allowing shipments from the Soviet Union

· A three-month standoff, known as the Cuban Missile Crisis, ensued

· On October 28, the Soviets removed the missiles in exchange for America’s promise not to invade Cuba
Ho Chi Minh – 
· Led the communist revolutionary forces in the fight for Indochina’s freedom from France after World War II
· Renamed Vietnam, the region was divided in two and Ho Chi Minh took leadership of the northern half

· He then supported communist guerrillas in democratic South Vietnam, beginning a civil war that resulted in the reunification of Vietnam as a communist state under Ho Chi Minh’s leadership

The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty – 
· Drawn up in 1968

· An attempt to limit nuclear technology to only five powers – China, Russia, the United States, Great Britain, and France

· Israel, India, and Pakistan chose not to participate in the treaty and continue to develop nuclear weapons

· North Korea originally agreed to the treaty, but has since violated it

· The treaty covers three mutually reinforcing pillars – disarmament, nonproliferation, and peaceful uses of nuclear energy – and is the basis for international cooperation on stopping the spread of nuclear weapons

· The basic bargain at the core of the treaty is: Countries with nuclear weapons will move towards disarmament; countries without nuclear weapons will not acquire them; and all countries can access peaceful nuclear technology

Camp David Accords – 
· 1977

· Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat signed the Camp David Accords

· An agreement that led to Israel pulling out of the Sinai Peninsula and Egypt becoming the only Arab nation yet to recognize Israel’s right to exist
African National Congress – 

· In 1912, a group of educated South Africans organized the African National Congress to protest European colonialism and specific policies in South Africa, such as the inability of black South Africans to vote as well as the general oppression and mistreatment of black South Africans

· In the 1950s, the African National Congress began protesting apartheid (a policy of racial segregation) under the leadership of Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela – 

· Was a significant leader of the African National Congress 

· Advocated abolishing apartheid by peaceful protest at first

· However, after protesters were murdered by South African police at Sharpeville (the Sharpeville Massacre), supported guerrilla warfare

· Was arrested in 1964 and imprisoned for life

· However, international pressures resulted in his release in 1990

· The South African government crumbled shortly thereafter (1994) and apartheid was abolished

· Mandela was then elected president in South Africa’s first free and open election

· The South African activist and former president Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) helped bring an end to apartheid and has been a global advocate for human rights

· A member of the African National Congress party beginning in the 1940s, he was a leader of both peaceful protests and armed resistance against the white minority’s oppressive regime in a racially divided South Africa

· His actions landed him in prison for nearly three decades and made him the face of the antiapartheid movement both within his country and internationally

· Released in 1990, he participated in the eradication of apartheid and in 1994 became the first black president of South Africa, forming a multiethnic government to oversee the country’s transition

· After retiring from politics in 1999, he remained a devoted champion for peace and social justice in his own nation and around the world until his death in 2013 at the age of 95
Sharpeville Massacre – 

· In 1960, a group of peaceful protestors gathered at Sharpeville, South Africa, to speak out against apartheid

· Sixty-seven of the unarmed protesters were killed by the police force, who had called in reinforcements

· After this peaceful protest met a bloody end in what is known as the Sharpeville Massacre, the African National Congress began to support guerrilla warfare as a means to protesting apartheid

· Between 5,000 and 7,000 people had gathered at Sharpeville police station to protest against the pass laws, which were designed by an apartheid government to seriously restrict their movement in white areas
· The laws, which required all black men and women to carry reference books containing their personal details including name, tax code and employer details, had been extended to all black women as well as men in 1960
African Union – 
· Fifty-two of Africa’s fifty-three nations belong to the African Union, a political and economic confederation formed in 2002 to replace the Organization of African Unity

· The African Union is an intergovernmental organization established to promote unity and solidarity among African states, to spur economic development, and to promote international cooperation

· However, civil wars, corruption, military coups, and escalating debt all pose threats to these fledgling democracies

Nur Muhammad Taraki – 

· In the early 1980s, the Soviet Union sent thousands of troops to Afghanistan at the request of Marxist military leader Nur Muhammad Taraki

· Nur Muhammad Taraki had engineered a military coup against the previous government

· Once in power, however, Taraki faced numerous problems

· His Marxist land and social reforms led to violent demonstrations

· Unable to end the growing unrest, he turned to the Soviet Union for assistance

· Many Afghans opposed communism and Soviet intervention and a massive civil war erupted

· As the Soviet Union’s internal problems escalated, Mikhail Gorbachev agreed to withdraw Soviet troops and a peace accord was signed
Reza Shah Pahlavi –

· Reza Shah Pahlavi rose to power in Iran in 1925 by ousting the then-ruling shah, who had allowed Persia to fall under European spheres of influence

· Reza Shah began a Westernization movement (modernizing the country, instituting land reform, and increasing the rights of women), which continued after the end of Reza Shah’s reign until Ayatollah Khomeini took power in 1979

· Iranian army officer who rose through army ranks to become shah of Iran (1925–41) and began the regeneration of his country

Ayatollah Khomeini –
· 1979
· The Shah of Iran was ousted from power during the Iranian Revolution

· A theocracy (a form of government ruled by religious leaders) was established

· The new government was led by the Shi’ite Muslim Ayatollah (“Mirror of God”) Khomeini
· After Khomeini took power, westernization programs were reversed

· Women were again required to wear traditional Islamic clothing and return to traditional roles

· The Qur’an became the basis of the legal system

· Shari’a, Islamic law, became the law
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Iran-Iraq War – 

· In 1980, Iraq (a Sunni nation) invaded Iran (a Shi’ite nation) following a series of border disputes between the two countries

· Iran’s position was complicated by Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein’s quiet support from the United States, which was still angry about Iran taking American hostages during the Iranian revolution

· Even with U.S. support, the Iran-Iraq war became an eight-year war of attrition with neither side gaining much ground until a cease-fire was signed in 1988

Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) – 

· A group dedicated to reclaiming the land that Palestine lost to Israel (the West Bank, Golan Heights, and Gaza Strip) and re-establishing a Palestinian state

· So far, the PLO has been unsuccessful in negotiating a Palestinian homeland

· An umbrella political organization claiming to represent the world’s Palestinians –those Arabs, and their descendants, who lived in mandated Palestine before the creation there of the State of Israel in 1948

· It was formed in 1964 to centralize the leadership of various Palestinian groups that previously had operated as clandestine resistance movements

· It came into prominence only after the Six-Day war of June 1967, however, and engaged in a protracted guerrilla war against Israel during the 1960s, ’70s, and ’80s before entering into peace negotiations with that country in the 1990s

· In 1969 Yāsir ʿArafāt, leader of Fatah, was named the PLO’s chairman
Yāsir ʿArafāt – 

· Also spelled Yassir Arafat or Yasser Arafat

· Yassir Arafat, Palestinian president and former PLO leader, was consistently blamed by Israel and the United States for blocking progress toward peace between Israel and Palestine

· It wasn’t until the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, when the Arabs lost the Gaza Strip, Golan Heights and West Bank, that Arab nations turned to Arafat

· In 1968, he became the leader of the PLO
· For two decades the PLO launched bloody attacks on Israel, and Arafat gained a reputation as a ruthless terrorist

· But, by 1988, when he told the United Nations that the PLO would recognize Israel as a sovereign state, Arafat had warmed to diplomacy

· Grassroots Palestinian organizations continued violence against Israeli targets, however
· In 1993, he met for secret peace talks in Norway, which led to the Oslo Peace Accords with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin
· The agreement granted limited Palestinian self-rule and earned Arafat, Rabin and Israeli Foreign Minister, Shimon Peres, the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize

· In January 1996 Arafat was elected the first president of the Palestinian Council governing the West Bank and Gaza Strip

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



[image: image243]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image244]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image245]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image246] SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Hamas and Fatah – 

· Palestinian leadership is divided into two political factions: Hamas (in Gaza) and Fatah (in the West Bank)

· Hamas, or “Islamic Resistance Movement,” was founded by the Muslim Brotherhood in 1987 and, unlike Fatah, is willing to support terrorist attacks

· Despite a common goal for a Palestinian state, Hamas and Fatah are deeply divided, and this division has led to violent clashes

· Israel and the United States support Fatah as the more moderate group

Intifada – 

· “Uprising”

· The term intifada properly translates as shaking off and in this literal sense the first two uprisings in 1987-1993 and 2000-2003 failed to achieve the goal of Palestinian autonomy or eventual independence
· An on-again off-again movement that sometimes uses terrorism against Israeli citizens in an attempt to either destroy Israel or force it into withdrawal from the occupied territories

· Great numbers of Israelis have been injured by intifada attacks, and several members of intifada have lost their lives in suicide bombings

Mahmoud Abbas – 

· Was elected president of Palestine in 2005 after Arafat’s death in November 2004

· Abbas quickly signed a cease-fire with Israel that ended the current intifada or uprising

· Israelis were supposed to have vacated the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank by August 2005, but the situation remains unstable

· In the late 1950s Abbas was one of the founders of Fatah, which spearheaded the Palestinian armed struggle and came to dominate the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)

· Abbas participated in direct peace talks with Israel in 2010

· However, the talks quickly came to a halt over the construction of Israeli settlements in the West Bank

· Following the talks’ failure, Abbas shifted his efforts toward gaining international recognition for a Palestinian state

Hezbollah – 

· Israel’s border with Lebanon and Syria is a hotspot for conflict, because Hezbollah, a militant Shia group backed by Syria, operates in the region

· In 2006, Israel launched a major offensive against Hezbollah

· These hostilities threaten the stability of Lebanon, which had been the scene of intense fighting among Syrian, Palestinian Liberation Organization, and Israeli forces in the 1980s and 1990s

Mikhail Gorbachev – 

· Came to power in the Soviet Union in 1985

· Sought to reform and save communism in the Soviet Union

· Implementing perestroika and glasnost

· Perestroika (“restructuring”) was a Gorbachev reform that allowed elements of free market capitalism and economic incentives in the Soviet Union

· Glasnost (“Openness”) was a Gorbachev reform that allowed freedom of speech and freedom of press

· Gorbachev also abandoned the Brezhnev Doctrine and allowed the Eastern European Soviet satellites to determine their own fates

· As such, communism fell in Eastern Europe in the “Miracle Year” of 1989

· These reforms ultimately led to the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union

· In 1991, the Soviet Union ceased to exist and Russia became its own country again while the rest of the Soviet Union separated into independent nations

Glasnost – 

· Glasnost was Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of openness and transparency of all government institutions in the Soviet Union

· Glasnost means openness

· Gorbachev, in an attempt to save a failing communist system, introduced reforms designed to increase satisfaction and productivity among Soviets

· By allowing freedom of speech and freedom of the press, Gorbachev hope to reinvigorate Soviet society

· The policy also promoted freedom of information

· However, Glasnost and similar reforms led to the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991

Perestroika –

· “Restructuring”

· Was a group of political and economic reforms introduced in the Soviet Union in 1987 by leader Mikhail Gorbachev

· Perestroika and similar reforms eventually led to the disintegration of the USSR by 1991

· Perestroika, ( Russian: “restructuring”) program instituted in the Soviet Union by Mikhail Gorbachev in the mid-1980s to restructure Soviet economic and political policy

· Seeking to bring the Soviet Union up to economic par with capitalist countries such as Germany, Japan, and the United States, Gorbachev decentralized economic controls and encouraged enterprises to become self-financing

Lech Walesa – 

· Under the leadership of Lech Walesa in 1980, a group of Polish workers began the Solidarity movement against the communist economic system

· Solidarity was originally a labor union that became a political party

· Poland’s government (a Soviet satellite) reacted by imposing marital law and arresting Walesa and other Solidarity leaders

· Still, the Solidarity movement continued to gain strength over the next decade, and it was legalized in 1989

· In 1990, Walesa was elected president of Poland

· He served for five years

Tadeusz Mazowiecki – 

· In 1989, Tadeusz Mazowiecki became prime minister of Poland in the first open elections since the end of World War II
· The Solidarity movement was also legalized that  year, and Mazowiecki was a supporter of the movement

· Mazowiecki’s leadership helped make it possible for Lech Walesa, Solidarity’s original leader, to be elected president in 1990

· Mazowiecki was a Polish journalist and Solidarity official who in 1989 became the first noncommunist premier of an eastern European country since the late 1940s

Boris Yeltsin – 

· After the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, Boris Yeltsin became Russia’s first president

· Boris Yeltsin served as the president of Russia from 1991 until 1999

· Though a Communist Party member for much of his life, he eventually came to believe in both democratic and free market reforms, and played an instrumental role in the collapse of the Soviet Union

· But despite successfully ushering in a freer and more open society, his tenure was marred by economic hardship, increased corruption and crime, a violent war in the breakaway republic of Chechnya and Russia’s diminished influence on world events

Vladimir Putin –

· Vladimir Putin took over Russia when Yeltsin resigned in 1999

· The former KGB agent was elected president in 2000 and 2004 and was also appointed prime minister in 2008 by the new president, Dmitry Medvedev

· Putin has been popular with the Russian population and is credited by many as having restored political stability and reestablished the rule of law in Russia

· On December 31, 1999, Yeltsin unexpectedly announced his resignation and named Putin acting president

· Promising to rebuild a weakened Russia, the austere and reserved Putin easily won the March 2000 elections with about 53 percent of the vote

· As president, he sought to end corruption and create a strongly regulated market economy

Dmitry Medvedev –

· Elected president of Russia in 2008, following Putin’s eight-year presidency

· Championed technological innovation and further development of democracy during his time in office
Juvenal Habyarimana – 

· The Tutsi and Hutu warred in Rwanda from 1962 until 1972, when a military coup led by Juvenal Habyarimana unseated the government and eventually established a one-party republic in 1981

· This government was fairly successful in keeping the peace until 1994, when Habyarimana was killed in a plane crash

· Hutu militia blamed the Tutsi and genocide began resulting in millions of deaths

· About 85% of Rwandans are Hutus but the Tutsi minority has long dominated the country

· In 1959, the Hutus overthrew the Tutsi monarchy and tens of thousands of Tutsis fled to neighboring countries, including Uganda

· A group of Tutsi exiles formed a rebel group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), which invaded Rwanda in 1990 and fighting continued until a 1993 peace deal was agreed
· On the night of 6 April 1994 a plane carrying then President Juvenal Habyarimana, and his counterpart Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi – both Hutus – was shot down, killing everyone on board

· Hutu extremists blamed the RPF and immediately started a well-organized campaign of slaughter

· The RPF said the plane had been shot down by Hutus to provide an excuse for the genocide
Rwanda’s Tutsi and Hutu – 

· Rwanda is plagued by brutal conflicts between two groups: the Tutsi (fifteen percent of the population) and the Hutu (eighty-five percent of the population)

· The Tutsi were favored by the Germans and Belgians during their respective colonial regimes

· In 1962, after Rwanda gained its independence, the Hutu revolted against the Tutsi leadership, leaving thousands dead

· The two groups have fought on and off since then

· 800,000 Tutsi died from genocide

· 2 million Hutu refugees have fled to Zaire, where many died

· Imperialism negative impacted Africa in that the borders of independent African nations were drawn by European imperialists

· European imperialist often placed rival ethnic groups together in the same colonies

· In the case of Rwanda, the European imperialists also favored one ethnic group over another ethnic group thus sowing the seeds of discord even after independence

The European Union (EU) – 
· The EU was created by the Maastricht Treaty on November 1, 1993

· The treaty was designed to enhance European political and economic integration by creating a single currency (the euro), a unified foreign and security policy, and common citizenship rights and by advancing cooperation in the areas of immigration, asylum, and judicial affairs

· Was formed to give the United States some economic competition by banding Europe together in a single market

· It has a common currency (the euro) used by most of its members

· Since 1989, the EU has expanded from twelve members to twenty-seven members, including ten former Soviet satellite nations

· It has three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial

· Elections are held every five years

· Comprising 28 European countries and governing common economic, social, and security policies
· The EU was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2012, in recognition of the organization’s efforts to promote peace and democracy in Europe

NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement) –

· Established in 1994 by the governments of the United States, Canada, and Mexico

· Created a trilateral trade bloc in North America

· NAFTA was a huge step towards globalizing industries and bringing diverse cultures closer to each other

· NAFTA is a free trade association between the USA, Canada, and Mexico

· In 1994, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) came into effect, creating one of the world’s largest free trade zones and laying the foundations for strong economic growth and rising prosperity for Canada, the United States, and Mexico

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) –
· Is a partnership among most of the oil-exporting nations of the world

· With three-quarters of the world’s petroleum reserves, OPEC members collectively cut supply dramatically in the 1970s, sending the price of oil soaring and bringing in profit for the members of OPEC

· Since then, OPEC’s power has declined due to its inability to keep its members in line

· When OPEC was formed in 1960, its main goal was to prevent its concessionaires – the world’s largest oil producers, refiners, and marketers – from lowering the price of oil, which they had always specified, or “posted” 
· OPEC members sought to gain greater control over oil prices by coordinating their production and export policies, though each member retained ultimate control over its own policy

Hugo Chávez – 

· Became a president of Venezuela in 1998, after having failed at a military coup just a few years before
· Venezuela amended its constitution to allow Chávez to serve a third term
· Under the leadership of Chávez, a socialist leader, Venezuela has nationalized several industries, including telephone, steel, and oil
· Chávez died in 2013
Persian Gulf War – 

· In August 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait in an effort to gain control of a greater percentage of the world’s oil reserves

· In 1991, the United Nations, particularly the United States, sent forces to drive the Iraqis out of Kuwait in the Persian Gulf War

· In a short time, Kuwait was liberated and Iraq was humiliated and subjected to UN monitoring, severe limitations on its military activities, and economic sanctions

· Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein ordered the invasion and occupation of neighboring Kuwait in early August 1990

· Alarmed by these actions, fellow Arab powers such as Saudi Arabia and Egypt called on the United States and other Western nations to intervene

· Hussein defied United Nations Security Council demands to withdraw from Kuwait by mid-January 1991, and the Persian Gulf War began with a massive U.S.-led air offensive known as Operation Desert Storm

· After 42 days of relentless attacks by the allied coalition in the air and on the ground, U.S. President George H.W. Bush declared a cease-fire on February 28; by that time, most Iraqi forces in Kuwait had either surrendered or fled

· Though the Persian Gulf War was initially considered an unqualified success for the international coalition, simmering conflict in the troubled region led to a second Gulf War–known as the Iraq War–that began in 2003

Ariel Sharon – 

· Israeli prime minister from 2000 to 2006

· Is best known for approving the construction of a wall between Palestinian West Bank and Israel to protect Israelis from suicide attacks

Taliban – 

· The power that finally triumphed after fourteen years of fighting the Soviets in Afghanistan and over two million deaths was called the Taliban, an Islamic fundamentalist regime that captured the capital of Kabul in 1996

· This new government imposed strict Islamic law (Shari’a) and severe restrictions on women

· It also provided a safe haven for Osama bin Laden, the Saudi leader of Al Qaeda

· An ultraconservative political and religious faction that emerged in Afghanistan in the mid-1990s following the withdrawal of Soviet troops, the collapse of Afghanistan’s communist regime, and the subsequent breakdown in civil order

· The faction took its name from its membership, which consisted largely of students trained in madrassas (Islamic religious schools) that were established for Afghan refugees in the 1980s in northern Pakistan

· Its policies included the near-total exclusion of women from public life (including employment and education), the systematic destruction of non-Islamic artistic relics (as occurred in the town of Bamiyan), and the implementation of harsh criminal punishments

· Only a few countries recognized the regime
· The Taliban’s refusal to extradite bin Laden to the United States following the attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon outside Washington, D.C., on September 11, 2001, prompted a military confrontation with the United States and allied powers

· The Taliban was subsequently driven from power.

· Taliban insurgency against U.S. and NATO forces continued in the years following the Taliban’s ouster

· The Taliban funded its efforts in large part through a thriving opium trade, which reached record levels several years after the fall of the Taliban

Al Qaeda – 

· An international terrorist network once led by Osama bin Laden

· Is critical of the United States for three reasons: the continued U.S. support of Israel, the stationing of American troops in Saudi Arabia during the Persian Gulf War (Saudi Arabia is home to Islam’s holiest sites), and the belief that U.S. culture is negatively infecting Islamic culture

· Islamic fundamentalist group that seeks a return to traditional Islam and Shari’a (Islamic law)

· Responsible for 9/11 attacks on USA

September 11, 2001 –

· On September 11, 2001, Al Qaeda operatives took control of four American passenger jets and flew two of them into the World Trade Center (WTC) in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and one (unintentionally) into a field in Pennsylvania

· The WTC towers collapsed, and almost 3,000 people were killed

· The United States launched a war on terrorism

· The Taliban was deposed for harboring Osama bin Laden, the leader of Al Qaeda and United Nations forces occupied Afghanistan

· On September 11, 2001, 19 militants associated with the Islamic extremist group al-Qaeda hijacked four airliners and carried out suicide attacks against targets in the United States

Political Action Party (Mexico) – 

· A center-right, Christian democratic party and one of the three main political parties in Mexico

· By 2000, the first year Mexico had a true multiparty election, the president of Mexico was a member of this party

· The PAN candidate in the 2000 presidential election was Vicente Fox, the popular former governor of Guanajuato

· Aided by public dissatisfaction with the PRI over the economy and corruption, Fox won the presidency, ending 71 years of rule by the PRI

· Conservative Mexican political party with close ties to the Roman Catholic Church

· It generally supports minimal government intervention in the economy
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad – 

· Elected President of Iran in 2005

· Outspoken critic of the United States, Israel, and the United Kingdom

· Refused to recognize Israel as a legitimate nation

· Continued to develop Iran’s nuclear programs for “peaceful” purposes

Miscellaneous Vocabulary:

Aristocracy – 

· A governmental system in which positions are inherited based on being a member of a small, privileged class or family

Astrolabe –

· A portable navigation device that sailors used, beginning in the late fifteenth century, to keep ships traveling in the right direction

· Measured the distance between the sun and stars, which helped determine a ship’s latitude
Atheism – 

· The belief that there is no god

· The first atheists arose from the Scientific Revolution during the Renaissance, when many scientific findings conflicted with religious beliefs

Bureaucratic Government – 
· A way of organizing government tasks by departments called bureaus

· Each bureau or department can specialize and stabilize

· It first became popular during the Zhou Dynasty in China and was a favored form of government in China for thousands of years

City-States – 

· An urban center and the agricultural land around it

· Independent of its neighbors

· But might share common cultural characteristics with other city-states

Czar (Tsar) – 

· Russian word for emperor or Caesar

· The term was put to regular use in Russia in the late 1400s by Ivan III

Capitalism (Free Market System) – 

· Is an open market in which individuals are free to buy and sell goods without government interference
· Individuals can own the means of production and sell their products and services

· In this market, the demand for people’s goods and services determine their prices and availability

· Adam Smith argued that this system would best meet the needs and desires of individuals and nations as a whole

· Laissez-faire capitalism is a completely free market where the government does not intervene in the market (“Let [businesses] do as they please”)
Deism – 

· The belief that God created the universe and set it in motion, but that God plays a passive role, no longer interfering in life on Earth

· Deism became popular in the 1700s, but never became an organized religion, as its tenets did not lend themselves to organization

Divine Right of Monarchs –

· Is the idea that the king’s power comes from God

· Was a doctrine in defense of monarchical absolutism

· That God had ordained a monarch’s right to govern and as such, the people were required to obey the monarch as both a moral and religious authority

· To disobey the king was to disobey God

· This concept was widely accepted during the High Middle Ages through the Renaissance and the Catholic Counter-Reformation

· Asserted that kings derived their authority from God and could not therefore be held accountable for their actions by any earthly authority such as a parliament

Heresies – 

· Are religious practices and/or beliefs that do not conform to the traditional church doctrine

· Heresy is adherence to a religious opinion contrary to church dogma
· During the Crusades, numerous heretics desired a return to early Christianity before the church became so wealthy and dominant

· The church deemed heretics a threat

· Some beliefs that Christian leaders called heresies were merely less modern beliefs that did not adapt with the changing religion

Hieroglyphics – 

· A writing system used by the ancient Egyptians

· Consisted of a series of pictographs (called hieroglyphs) that represented letters and words

· A pictograph is a picture representing a word, phrase, or idea, especially one used in early writing systems
Interchangeable Parts – 

· At the end of the eighteenth century, Eli Whitney developed a system of interchangeable parts, whereby machines and their parts were mass-produced uniformly so they could be easily replaced when something broke

· This allowed various goods to be produced efficiently and inexpensively in factories during the Industrial Revolution

Interregnum – 

· A time between kings, in which one king or emperor has passed away, but another has yet to be named

Isolationism –

· A policy of neutrality

· Steering clear of alliances to focus on internal affairs

· Americans, influenced by President George Washington’s Farewell Address, often followed a policy of isolationism

· However, due to German unrestricted submarine warfare and the Zimmerman telegram, Americans became involved in the First World War and shifted away from isolationism
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Joint-Stock Company – 
· Was a new European business organization created to pool the resources of merchants and distribute the costs and risks of colonization, while reducing the danger for individual investors

· If the company made a profit, each of its investors would receive a portion of that money proportional to his or her initial investment

Labor Unions – 

· A union is an organization of workers that promotes higher wages, safer working conditions, and in the past, an eight-hour work day

· In the late nineteenth century, workers started to form labor unions

· These unions allowed thousands of employees to join forces to bargain for better working conditions, using possible strikes as leverage

Laissez-Faire Capitalism – 

· Free market capitalism

· Without government intervention

· “Let them [businesses] do as they please”

· In laissez-faire capitalism, the government does not intervene in the market; the government does not regulate the market 

· When governments remove themselves entirely from regulation of businesses and the markets

· This system creates a free market without rules and constraints

Lateen Sails – 

· Triangular sails

· Capable of taking the wind on either side, and, by enabling the vessel to tack into the wind, the lateen immensely increased the potential of the sailing ship

· The lateen is believed to have been used in the eastern Mediterranean as early as the 2nd century C.E., possibly imported from Egypt or the Persian Gulf

· Its effective use by the Arabs caused its rapid spread throughout the Mediterranean, contributing significantly to the resurgence of commerce in the post-classical era

· Permitted ships to sail in any direction regardless of the wind
· An important advancement in sailing technology

· Before the lateen sail, ships had to be docked for long periods of time due to inclement weather, lack of wind, or wind that blew in the wrong direction for where they had to travel

· Lateen sails quickly became standard on transatlantic voyages in the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries

Magnetic Compass – 

· Originally developed by the Chinese

· Obtained by Europeans through trade with Arabs in the late 15th century

· Allowed sailors to determine their direction without using the land as a reference

· Could sail away from the land and still find their way home

Mercantilism – 

· Under the European economic theory of mercantilism, a country actively sought to trade, but tried not to let its imports exceed its exports in quantity

· The goal of the mercantilist was to create a favorable balance of trade (more exports than imports)

· This system led to the belief that colonies existed for the benefit of the mother country

· It led to the rise of colonialism, since colonies could provide raw materials and new markets for a country’s processed exports

· It also led to a desire for bullion – gold and silver

· Precious metals, such as gold and silver, were deemed indispensable to a nation’s wealth

· If a nation did not possess mines or have access to them, precious metals should be obtained by trade 
· It was believed that trade balances must be “favorable,” meaning an excess of exports over imports

· Colonial possessions should serve as markets for exports and as suppliers of raw materials to the mother country

· Manufacturing was forbidden in colonies, and all commerce between colony and mother country was held to be a monopoly of the mother country
· Colonies could only trade with the mother country

Meritocracy –

· A meritocracy is a governmental system in which positions are earned based on achievement and talent

· The Chinese civil service examination system was a meritocracy

Mesopotamia – 

· Literally means “land between the rivers”

· Refers to the arable (good for farming) land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in present-day Iraq

· Several ancient civilizations, such as Sumer, Babylon, and Persia, thrived there

· Mesopotamia is part of a larger area of cultivable land called the Fertile Crescent, which extends westward from Mesopotamia toward the Mediterranean Sea

Mestizo – 
· The word mestizo was used in the Americas during the conquest and colonization of the Americas by Spain

· The term was used to describe the children of parents from different ethnicities or cultures

· Typically, a mestizo had European and Native American Indian ancestry

· Mestizos resulted from global exploration and colonization 

Nationalism – 

· Loyalty and devotion to a nation

· A desire by a large group of people (such as people who share the same culture, history, language, etc.) to form a separate and independent nation of their own
· The desire of a group of people of a common cultural heritage to form an independent nation-state and/or empire that represents and protects their shared cultural identity

NGOs (Nongovernmental Organizations) – 

· NGOs, or nongovernmental organizations, are usually private, often nonprofit agencies that provide relief services and/or advocacy for groups that are not serviced or represented by their own governments

· Examples are the Red Cross, Doctors Without Borders, and the American Civil Liberties Union

· Globalization has made it easier for NGOs to communicate, travel around the world, and raise the money needed to fund their operations

· A non-governmental organization is a not-for-profit group, principally independent from government, which is organized on a local, national or international level to address issues in support of the public good

· Task-oriented and made up of people with a common interest, NGOs perform a variety of services and humanitarian functions
· Some are organized around specific issues, such as human rights

Oral Literature – 
· In most African communities, history and stories were passed from generation to generation through oral literature

· Each story was a dramatic production with set lines and participation from the audience

· The griot of West Africa was an oral historian

· The griot profession is hereditary and has long been a part of West African culture

· The griot’s role has traditionally been to preserve the genealogies, historical narratives, and oral traditions of their people

· Many griots play the kora, a long-necked harp lute with 21 strings

· In addition to serving as the primary storytellers of their people, griots have also served as advisers and diplomats

· Over the centuries their advisory and diplomatic roles have diminished somewhat, and their entertainment appeal has become more widespread
Passive Resistance – 

· Mohandas K. Gandhi led Indian resistance to British colonial rule through his philosophy of passive resistance or nonviolent noncooperation

· Gandhi’s tactics included peaceful demonstrations, massive boycotts of British imperial goods, and strikes, such as when hundreds of thousands of workers refused to work in the colonial government’s salt factories

· Gandhi’s nonviolent teachings were influential throughout the world, particularly inspiring the civil disobedience practiced during the U.S. civil rights movement by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

· A way of opposing the government without using violence especially by refusing to obey laws and willingly accepting the consequences (civil disobedience)

Polis – 

· A city-state in ancient Greece was called a polis
· Each polis shared a common culture and identity and yet was independent of the others

· Each polis was composed of citizens (adult males), free people with no political rights, and noncitizens (slaves with no rights)

· Two of the most well-known poleis were Athens and Sparta

· A Greek city-state

· Polytheism – 

· Is the religious belief in multiple gods who affect life on earth to various degrees

· Many ancient civilizations were polytheistic, and many of their actions and innovations were performed or created in order to appease the gods

· Because the practice was filled with rituals, polytheism in early civilizations led to the rise of a priestly class, who controlled communication between the people and their gods

· Belief in or worship of more than one god

Primogeniture – 

· When a lord died under the feudal system, his land and title were passed down via primogeniture, or passing property to the eldest living son

· An exclusive right of inheritance belonging to the eldest son

Sati – 

· The practice in which a Hindu woman would throw herself onto the burning funeral pyre of her husband

· Sati was discouraged by Akbar the Great in the Mughal Empire

· The status of widows in many societies has been precarious, because the deaths of husbands removed the primary source of their economic well-being as well as control over their sexuality

· In India, the Laws of Manu, compiled around 200 C.E. declared that a Hindu widow was to remain sati, a Sanskrit word that was interpreted to mean chaste or pure, and was not to remarry, while a Hindu widower was permitted to marry again

· Gradually, the word sati was used to designate the ritual of self-immolation or self-sacrifice by a Hindu widow on her husband’s pyre

· Although never widely practiced, suttee was the ideal of womanly devotion held by certain Brahmin and high castes

· Sati became a central issue under the British Raj, which first tolerated it, then inadvertently legalized it by legislating conditions under which it could be done, and then finally, in 1829, outlawed it – using the condemnation as one of its justifications for continuing British rule of India
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Silk Road – 

· Was a major trade route over land from China to the Roman Empire

· The road took months to traverse

· Pastoral communities along the route provided shelter and supplies to traveling merchants in exchange for payment

· Several diseases were also carried along the Silk Road, including smallpox, measles, and bubonic plague

· The Silk Road, also called the Silk Route, was an ancient trade route that linked China with the West, carried goods and ideas between the two great civilizations of Rome and China

· Silk came westward, while wools, gold, and silver went east

· China also received Buddhism (from India) via the route

· When strong and powerful neighboring kingdoms and empires developed, trade thrived on the Silk Road

· During the Pax Mongolica, trade on the Silk Roads flourished but disease (Bubonic Plague) also spread

· However, with an all-water route to Asia (Vasco da Gama in 1498), the Silk Road’s importance ended

Sternpost Rudder – 

· The sternpost rudder, invented in China during the Han Dynasty, allowed larger ships to navigate more easily and accurately

· Europeans obtained this technology through trade and used it during the Age of Exploration

· The first steering system for a ship

· Made it possible to steer large ships with heavy loads

· Led to the opening of new trade routes

Theocracy – 

· A theocracy is a government ruled by spiritual guidance, or by leaders who are regarded as being divinely guided
· A form of government ruled by religious leaders

· A government of officials who are regarded as divinely guided
Three-Masted Caravels – 

· Developed in the fifteenth century, three-masted caravels were ships that used large sails for easy maneuvering and could hold supplies for longer journeys in their large cargo rooms

· Although the caravel had already been in use for hundreds of years, it developed into an incredibly fast, easily maneuverable vessel by the fifteenth century

· This extraordinary vessel gained fame with the Portuguese and Spanish voyages of discovery
Totalitarianism –

· Is a style of ruling in which a dictator rules absolutely, attempting to control every aspect of live

· Of or relating to a system of government that  is centralized and dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the state

Urbanization –

· Movement to cities

· The process by which towns and cities are formed and become larger as more and more people begin living and working in central areas
· Urbanization is the natural growth of urban areas with global change

· During the Industrial Revolution, urbanization occurred due to the increased efficiency of farming and agriculture

· In 1800, only twenty European cities exceeded 100,000 people

· However, by 1900, 150 European cities had populations in excess of 100,000

· London had more than six million residents in 1900
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