
 

WORLD HISTORY 

SECTION II 

 

Total Time – 1 hour, 40 minutes 

 

Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 

Suggested reading and writing time: 60 Minutes 

 

It is suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes writing your response. 

Note: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over. 

 

Directions: Question 1 is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited for the 

purpose of this exercise. 

In your response, you should do the following: 

 Thesis: Respond to the question with an evaluative thesis that makes a historically defensible claim. The 

thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in once place, either in the introduction or the 

conclusion.  

 Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, developments, or 

processes immediately relevant to the question. 

 Evidence from the Documents: Accurately describe the content of the documents provided and 

accurately utilize the content of the documents to support an argument in response to the prompt. 

 Evidence beyond the Documents: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence beyond 

those found in the documents to support or qualify the argument. This must use more than a phrase or 

reference, and has to be different from that is used in contextualization. 

 Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view, author’s purpose, 

historical situation, and/or audience for at least three documents.  

 Complex Understanding: Develop and support a cohesive argument that addresses the prompt. 

Demonstrate a complex understanding of the historical development that is the focus of the prompt.  

You may demonstrate a complex understanding in a variety of ways, such as: 

o Explaining nuance of an issue by analyzing multiple variables  

o Explaining both similarity and difference, or explaining both continuity and change, or 

explaining multiple causes, or explaining both cause and effect  

o Explaining relevant and insightful connections within and across periods  

o Confirming the validity of an argument by corroborating multiple perspectives across themes  

o Qualifying or modifying an argument by considering diverse or alternative views or evidence 

This understanding must be part of the argument, not merely a phrase or reference. 

 

1. Using the documents provided and your knowledge of world history, compare Han and Roman attitudes 

toward technology. 

  



 

        



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Roads of Rome, built ca. 500s B.C.E. – ca. 200 C.E. Map made by 

Kentucky Educational Television, 1997. 

 

 

 


