


Politics and Society European Culture



The EarlyAMIddiesAGeS

| - 500-1000 CE

| Fall of Rome led
to changes in
government,
economics, and
culture of
western Europe




The Roman Empire collapsed for a ton of
reasons, mostly because of:

Outbreaks of Disease
Maybe even lead poison from the waterpipes

Weak Leaders

Invasion by group of people called
Germanic Tribes



Invasions of the
S Roman Empire
100 - 500 CE
-
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After Roman Empire collapsed, Europe was

ruled by lots of small weak kingdoms
Called decentralized monarchies

Most of these kingdoms were ruled by one
of the Germanic Tribes

Tribes like the Goths, Huns, and Saxons
took over Europe



SLAVIC pPEOPLES



None of the kings were very powerful and
they were always in competition with each
other

The kingdoms fought each other often

They would fight over control of land, access
of water/waterways, and to take resources
away from one another






Kingdoms were attacked/raided by
Vikings and Germanic tribes often

Many kings struggled to protect their
people

The Vikings TERRIFIED ALL OF
WESTERN EUROPE









ViTddi EABESHEHTOPEAEOIIICS

» Some Vikings even created new
Kingdoms
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KNIGHTS
vassals




W o

S A ‘.‘.-'.,
/A N
}_-.'{1;\ v

“

g . ——
N ]
: y ot * . B '
L) . - g = .
) g .
y - SISl =
T ' .
- S : - &
: On 4 31 -
. - TN e U
- »N 1
v P s .
L - A
’ [
2 \
» ’ - >
o i LR
’ X . L
o ¥ = » >
\ - 2
»
& ¢ . 7 »
¥ - Y :
- ' \
AV, ¥
s . -
~ 2,
"-’ T
g
e
: s
. | * &
N ' !
.
- A - f
5
. ’ 'y
oa
. A
v
4‘ . " ¥
- . i
) (3¢ ;
» ‘! - 2 4
- 5
A -
. . .
‘ N ol » A
T
o

"7
€ /)




-
N

SN
3 ‘
N

N

gl

i | g V ! R
Al qll e HH il ﬂlf;?ﬁ{# gL

Ui

({prTy

T %






Some peasants were free
laborers

These peasants were free to
grow and sell their own crops

This was a very small number of
people









European Kingdoms were not strong enough to
protect/participate much trade

Trade only happened at local level between towns
Robbers and thieves were common on trade routes

Not to mention the Germanic Tribes and Vikings



Belief in Christianity was the only thing that
European kingdoms had in common

Catholic Church became most powerful
organization in Western Europe

Catholic means Universal or all inclusive

First used by a man named Saint Ignatius
of Antioch
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EliropeaniEulbiie

* Most of the Church’s power came from the promise of
a way to heaven




EliropeaniEulbiie

*The Church was the only place
the kept records of:

*Births
*Marriage
*Death



Germanic kings became Catholic to gain
support of Pope and become more powertful

Clovis I of the Franks converted to Catholic
Christianity, it set him apart from other kings
vying for power and put him in alliance with
landholding elites of the former patrician
classes






ElropeaniECuiltine

*The Catholic Church
influenced/controlled:

Education

Science and Philosophical
Study

Hospitals
Art
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Canterbury Cathedral in England
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//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Orvieto_DuomoFacade.jpg







Loss of a common language
Latin language had united the Roman
Empire

Many of the new kingdoms created
their own languages

Germanic Languages mixed with Latin
to create new languages
Different dialects developed
Led to the formation of the romance
languages
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ElropeaniCultime

* Islamic culture dominated the Iberian Peninsula(Spain
and Portugal) from the 8P-15" Century

Called the Al-Andalus ; OCENO ATLANTICO IR
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Brivopesin Cullitiie

* Judaism had been practiced in Europe as early as the 1%
Century CE

* Judaism continued to be practiced in almost every
major kingdom in Europe
Largest area of Jewish Diaspora

s TheJ ish dmpersnon
. or “Duaspora"
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EuropeaniCulbiure

* Most of the time Jews were a religious minority in the
community that they lived in and kept their unique and
influence culture

e This often lead to mistreatment and conflict with
Christian Majority communities
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