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The legacy of Christopher Columbus is a controversial issue.  Should Columbus’s courage and historic voyage be honored with a national holiday (Columbus Day – second Monday of October)?  Or, should he be denounced as a cruel and greedy exploiter of Native Americans?  Today you will examine two documents which demonstrate opposing viewpoints regarding Christopher Columbus.  As you read these documents, respond to the questions below.

Document #1: Presidential Proclamation for Columbus Day

Subject:

Occasion:

Audience:

Purpose:

Speaker:

1.  What is the main idea of this document?  What argument(s) does the author make?

2.  How does the author support his argument?  List supporting evidence.

Document #2: Goodbye Columbus

Subject:

Occasion:

Audience:

Purpose:

Speaker:

1.  What is the main idea of this document?  What argument(s) does the author make?

2.  How does the authoring group support their argument?  List supporting evidence.

