The Pre-Classical Period: Beginnings to 600 B.C.E.
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The Classical Period: 600 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.
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The Post-Classical Era: 600 to 1450 C.E.
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The Early Modern Era: 1450 to 1750 C.E.
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The Long-Nineteenth-Century: 1750 C.E. to 1914 C.E.
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South Asia: Harappan Civilization





Indus River Valley: c. 3000 B.C.E.


City-states; strong centralized states – great city planning, large granaries


Sophisticated water and sewage system


Limited information – writing has not been deciphered


Trade with Mesopotamia


Decline: c. 2000 B.C.E.; collapse 1500 B.C.E.


Aryan Migration: c. 1600 – 1400 B.C.E.


Vedas – forms foundation of Hinduism


Caste system





North America 


Olmecs in Mesoamerica: apparently not unified politically 


Giant carved stone heads!


Highly developed astronomy; used to predict agricultural cycles


Polytheism, religious rituals important; shamans as healers


Priests – high status; most are farmers


Monumental architecture: pyramids


Ritual ball games


Irrigation and drainage











Europe


Cave art in France (Lascaux & Chauvet) and Spain


Neanderthals 


Ancient cities in Mediterranean: Minoans Civilization on Crete and Mycenaean Civilization on mainland Greece





East Asia: Shang Dynasty





Divination: oracle bones to communicate with ancestors; filial piety


Complex, pictorial language


Bronze weapons and tools


Geographical separation; though possibly some trade with India


Centralized government; emperor – war lord


Flood control important; irrigation


Job specialization – bureaucrats, farmers, slaves


Patriarchal society 


Yin and Yang





Africa: Ancient Egypt!





Divine kingship: pharaoh; highly centralized, authoritarian govt.


Generally stable – geographic barriers to invasion


Extensive bureaucracy; regional governors


No epic literature, decorative arts, shipbuilding, some medical knowledge


Less advanced in math and astronomy than Mesopotamians


Optimistic view on life – predictable floods, Egypt as the “Gift of the Nile”


Polytheism – pharaoh as a living god; strong belief in the afterlife – Book of the Dead; monumental architecture: Great Pyramids


Hieroglyphics – complex, pictorial language, hieratic script


Women: more legal rights; love poetry indicates some importance placed on male/female relationships





Middle East





Fertile Crescent – Neolithic Revolution: 8000 B.C.E.


Mesopotamia: Tigris and Euphrates River Valley


Harsh environment – unpredictable flooding


Sumerian city-states – warrior kings


Open plain – frequent invasions


Hammurabi’s Code – Babylon: c. 1700 B.C.E.


Writing systems: Development of Cuneiform: 3200 B.C.E.


Extensive trade with Egypt  & Indus Valley


Pessimistic religion (polytheism, patron deities, powerful, cruel gods)


Epic literature – Gilgamesh: c. 2000 B.C.E.


Monumental architecture: ziggurats


Advanced astronomy; math based on 60


Bronze metallurgy: c. 3000 B.C.E.


Job specialization – most are farmers, merchants, craftsmen, political administrators, priests at the top


Patriarchal: arranged marriages, veils for women





South America 





Chavin in Andean region: probably political unification; capital city dominated the hinterlands


Polytheism: statues of jaguar men


Priests have highest status


Most people are farmers


Well-developed agriculture based on maize


Lived on coast, in mountains, and in jungle
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